SPIRITUAL APPLICATIONS FROM MY EXPOSITIONAL STUDY
OF REVELATION 4 & 5.
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The following is a compilation of spiritual applit@ns from my expositional sermons on
Revelation 4 & 5. Some applications will be moegtiment than others. You may need to
consult my expositional lessons of Revelation 4 i& brder to better understand the contextual
development of the following applications. Howeueére tried to add context to remedy those
potential problems. I've also included a final tgbu (primarily from the writings of Oswald
Chambers). May this help you as you study thiatbréaking portion of God’s Word:
Revelation 4 & 5.

I. Revelation 4:1-3: A Glimpse of Glory

Having considered Revelation 4:1-3 whereby we daea@enly depiction that affirms God's
presence, position, and power as the One who Itiagon the Throne, how we should then
live?

| think if we could see Him as He is, we would imndiately filter out the essential from the
incidentals. For example, we would give up our pettinessrthgine hum-drum of living,
rekindle our intimacy with God, flee from sin, andequivocally trust Him with all our
circumstances, problems, and difficult situations.

1. Pettiness:
Mike Yaconelli, editor of th&Vittenburg Dooronce wrote:

Petty people are ugly people. They are peoplehdwve lost their vision. They are
people who have turned their eyes away from whaters and focused, instead, on what
does not matter. The result is that the ressadre immobilized by their obsession with
the insignificant.

It is time to rid the church of pettiness. Ithe time the church refused to be victimized
by petty people. It is time the church stoppetbiing pettiness. It is the time church
quite pretending that pettiness doesn’t matter...

Pettiness has become a serious disease in thehabiudesus Christ-a disease which
continues to result in terminal cases of discdrstuption, and destruction. Petty people
are dangerous people because they appear toya onisance instead of what they
really are- a health hazafd.

George Will once statedPéttiness is the tendency of people without lagpgses’

! The Wittenburg DogrDecember 1984/January 1985, quoted fidra Finishing Touchy Chuck
Swindoll, 517.
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2. We would give up our rut of routine.

There is a sign along an Alaskan highway that samne has brought a smile to motorists:
“Choose your rut carefully...you'll be in it for thext 150 miles

I also think we would give up the routine afteving a glimpse of glory. | would argue
that many of us have no idea how deeply entrenaleedre in the rut of the routine.
Externally, everything looks great. We are invaahvin church, we have Christian friends,
we study Scripture, and we meet needs. To be futlafulness it is a big part of
Christian maturity-weneedto do those things.

But | would think that if we were called to heav#® John, we would come back
immediately with a new direction, a new path; wewd immediately jump out of that rut
and strive enflamed for God. We would truly mékaur singular aim and ambition to
please Him. Prison couldn’t hold us back and hamest would be out of the question.
In fact, | believe we would...

3. Rekindle our intimacy with God

Rekindle our intimacy with God. After being indHhrone room seeing Him who is
depicted with white light and fiery red with an erald like rainbow encircling the
throne, | suspect our minds would constantly dwelit; | think we would be on our face
in long periods of prayer. We would find that n@gnoccupying our thoughts, our day
dreams, etc. | think we would find ourselves fyon the grass, sitting on a front porch,
taking long walks, pondering all the implicatiarfsthe vision we received.

Moreover, we would be motivated like never befimraorship God by turning the focus
from us to the one who made us in His image. Allen states it so well, “True biblical
worship concerns the whole of one’s life; its miite meaning is rooted in one’s
wholehearted love for Gadl think it would not longer be so quickly saidsifme of

us, “This people honors me with their lips, bugittheart is far from Me?

4, Flee from Sin.

We would separate ourselves from that which isgrefand wicked. We would pro-
actively seek not to offend Him. We would wholattdy turn away from sinful

appetites and fleshly tendencies because it iglsoamd He is so pure and beautiful. Our
disposition would be like Ezekiel and Isaiah; wogouus for we are sinful people.

5. Really be able to trust Him

Going back full circle to our introduction- | think after we saw Him, we would trust
Him so much more with our circumstances, no méibsv difficult they may become.
After seeing Him, when we found ourselves faceith wioubles, | bet our response would
be “God is well able to handle thisIn fact, the *What if's’ would no longer be part of

3 Allen, The Wonder of Worshijs5.
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our vocabulary; no longer would we be immobilizsdthe unknown. SeeWorry
occurs when we assume responsibility for thingishvlare outside of our contrdl If

you saw God sitting on His throne, ruling and diiregy His plan for the ages, you and |
would immediately realize that worry and faith aemix well?

Final Thought: If John’s account is reliable (which we believés)t then there is no need to
experience the court of heaven in order to chamngeerspectives, mindset, and choices right
now. We have enough information from His Word ppr@ehend that mindset, to cultivate
that disposition. We are not in the dark; we areautside the loop; we have received God'’s
memo and the memo saysam present; | am the Sovereign ruler of the ursigel am

Holy, I am Just, | am Gracious and Mercifulherefore, let’s take God’s Word as our
vantage point.

\ Il. Revelation 4:4-11. What do God’s SurroundingsSay about Him?

Chapter 4 gives us certain truths about thdse surround Him in this future heavenly vision:

1. First, the 24 elders and the four living creatwestinuously worship Him. They
do not ceaseThey know their purpose. Do you?

2. Their activity of worship is God-centered. Noeation is drawn to them. There
is no first person in their claims of worshiphey know what really counts.
Do you?

3. Notice their location: they are in God'’s presentée 24 elders encircle the

throne. They fall before Him. The four livingeatures are in the midst and
around the throne. If they are worshipping Himtaauously, they
never leave His presencéhey know where to be. Do you?

4. The content of their worship is most biblical:ieyhcontinuously bring attention
to God and His holiness, eternality, and worthendhey know what to offer
Him. Do you?

5. Notice the disposition of the 24 elders: Theydalwn and they cast their
crowns. Whether these crowns are crowns of rewardslership, what is
absolutely clear is théthey know who their God is. Do you?

Chapter 4 also gives us a central truth abdut il view of the beings that surround Him?
1. All they do is reflect who He is for He alone isnthy of their worship. Do we?

Final Thought: We are continually in His presence. We alwayshays with us. To be sure,
this is true. No matter how painful or terribleiecumstance is, He is here, He is always
sufficient, He is always availabléBut when we say He is with us, have we considetdtie
other way around- we are with HimWe are with Him in our conversations; we are wiim

in our thoughts; we are with Him in our dealingshnathers; we are with Him when we are

® Swindoll, The Finishing Touch633.



tempted; we are with Him in our attitudes and agiof arrogance, apathy, our criticisms,
hypocrisy, selfishness, and even our flirtationgwaind enjoyment of sin.

I1l. Revelation 4:8: The Holiness of God:

Becoming holy is not an attainment; it is a state which God in His grace delivers us into
the moment we believe: the sinner becomes thé. s&et we who are in Christ are
commanded to conform to Christ in our moment-by-rantbehavior as pilgrims passing
through this land (cf. the concept of abiding; Jabnwe must learn, abide, and obey).

If am to be holy because He is holy then hereiarpaints of application that may help us in
obeying this command especially if reflecting Hidihess is displaying excellence. But as |
list these points of application let’s remind oulvss that while we look to Jesus Christ to see
how we ought to live, we look to the Holy Spiritnmake it happen. The Holy Spirit uses the
Scripture to change our lives. But knowing thehtris not enough; we must welcome the
truth, and we do so by conforming ourselves talWways depending upon Him on bended

knee.

1. Cultivate the desire to be a holy man or woman of &d. A.W. Tozer
says, Every man is as holy as he really wants to be. tBaitvant must be
all compelling” ®

2. In your decision-making, think as God thinks and wil as God wills.
Holiness evidences itself in the decisions we arakd things we do, hour
by hour-day-by-day.

3. Be resolved never to do anything which you woulde afraid to do if it were
the last hour of your life. Like Jim Elliot stated, Wherever you are, be all
there. Live to the hilt every situation you beéid¢o be the will of Gaotl

4. Develop an intimacy with God with utmost reverene in mind.

a. Psalm 89:7 states;z0d is greatly to be feared in the assembly of
the saints, and to be held in reverence by aéharound all Him
Him” (Psalm 89:7)."

b. Psalm 99:5 stated=Xalt the Lord our God, and worship at His
footstool-He is holy Yes, at the “footstool’- in the lowest posture
of humility, prostrate your heart, your mind, yalisposition
before Him. The more we are awed by His infipésfect
holiness, the more inclined we will be to applodim in a
manner that He deserves. The crudeness, théalant attitude,
almost flippant mindset we may have when we dgorkeHis
throne of grace, may begin to fade.

5. Never tolerate activities that are not in keping with a holy God. Place

every detail of life under the scrutiny of God Hieff. Consider the words
of AW. Tozer. Tozer prays:

® A.W. Tozer,Gems From Tozepp. 68-69.



Father, | want to know thee, but my coward hezaits to give up its toys.

| cannot part with them without inward bleedingdd do not try to hide from
Thee the terror of the parting. | come tremblibpgt | do come. Please root
from my heart all those things which | have cheis so long and which have
become a very part of my living self so that Timoayest enter and dwell

there without a rival. Then shalt Thou make tlae@ of Thy feet glorious. Then
shall my heart have no need of the sun to shitite fior Thyself wilt be the light
of it, and there shall be no night there. Inu3ésame. AmenThe Pursuit of
God.

6. Authentic holiness points people to Jesus Christlf your disposition, mindset, and
activities of holiness are not drawing others teudeChrist, it is not the right kind of
holiness. We are not called to draw attentionuselves as we seek to glorify God.
Instead, we are called to present, reflect, anevslesus Christ. | don’t want people
to look at us and say we are good and noble pewpleat we doctrinally know our
stuff; that brings glory to ourselves. No, | wamem to say that we here at Pine
Valley Bible Churchintimatelyknow Jesus Christ. Sure, we need to know rightly
order to behave appropriately. They need to seesJehrist through our lives. In
other words, people need to see that we are alltalasus in our thoughts, activities,
the way we interact with others, and in the mammevhich we live. Stated
differently, if glorifying God is displaying excelhce, Jesus is the only person
worthy of displaying. As Dr. Pentecost once saihé spiritual life of the believer is
the life of Jesus Christ reproduced in the childafd by means of the Holy Sgirit
[From his awesome worResigned to be Like Him

Final Thought: “We must continually remind ourselves of the msep of life. We are not
destined to happiness, nor to health, but to hedin€oday we have far too many desires and
interests, and our lives are being consumed anted/idéy them. Many of them may be right,
noble, and good, and may later be fulfilled, buthi@ meantime God must cause their
importance to us to decrease. The only thing tiét matters is whether a person will accept
the God who will make him holy. At all costs, a g@m must have the right relationship with
God....Holiness is not simply what God gives me,wliat God has given me that is
exhibited in my life.” ~ Oswald Chambeidy Utmost for His HighestlL September

“Destiny unto Holiness” (revised on-line edition).

IV. Revelation 4:9-11: The Worthiness of God:

If worthiness is giving what is due God, wha¢ you offering Him in daily worship? Do
you offer him what you enjoy and figure God wikd it? Once again, like a thoughtful
gift, real worship means knowing what's importemthe receiver.

1. What do you offer Him in your worship? Does thratyt express His worthiness?
2. When do you offer such worship? Does that trulgregs His worthiness?
3. Why do you even offer worship?

. Yesterday | listened to the story of a pastoowtent to minister in Africa. After being
there for a while he turned to God in prayer-absdyuangry at Him. He said | came to
preach the Good News of Salvation, to see thesectiddren be spared from the fury of
hell and damnation. But it turns out that theyndrignorant of your presence. Rather,



they refuse to acknowledge your presence. Why% Wéuld you send me here to be in
the company of rebellious savages who know you éxisrefuse to bow to you? In that
moment of prayer he came to horrible realizatibho show you, preacher and pastor,
that you are robbing me of my glory.” See, thistpawent to Africa for his own sake,
maybe for the sake of others, but not for the glgirésod.

. Who do we think we are kidding? When we are not offering him our utmost best,
offering God the worthiness that is due Him, weastially saying to Him, “God you are
not worthy enough to receive my utmost.” We knoanf the story of Cain and Abel
that God doesn't like acts of selfish worship cledln unselfish appearances.

But then the question comebktow can we offer Him our very best?Surely, because of
the residual effects of our sin nature, every aetw is tainted in some way with selfish
motives or intentions.

On the surface, that seems right. (a) We are s&lfish creatures. (b) There is this
warring within, there is this old man, and (c) thare thousands of past experiences in
our own lives to which we can appeal to demonstiaethough our actions appeared to
be God-honoring, but if the truth be fully knowmiranotives were indeed selfish.

. If itis inevitable that at the core of everytian is a selfish motive, even in those acts that
appear to be most noble, then | don’t see how agwdrd’ will survive the exposing fire

at the judgment seat of Christ. Consider the wofdisCorinthians 3:10-1kvery

selfish act will be wood, stubble, & hay.

. Thus, while I am not advocating perfectionism, llsidieve it is possible to offer our very
best to Him with God-honoring motives, when we @atrolled by the Holy Spirit,
walking dependently, step-by-step in His streng#aring the fruit of the Spirit.

Having said it is possible to offer Him our verysbbecause of the Holy Spirit's ministry
(s) in our lives when wedbide' in fellowship with our living God, let’s look agaat the
passage, and | want you to notice two qualitieswafship that are expressed in this
praise:

1. Humility and submission.

a. When these high orders [24 elders] sing fhrgilses to the One sitting
on the throne, they fall before him and relirstpuall their honor to him.

1. When they fall down, they offaumility. They aren’t clinging
to their own bit of honor. Nothing is resenfedthem;
nothing is held back.

2. When they cast their crowns, they offer sigsion. They aren't
clinging to even one “smidgen” of power, no taahow well
deserved it may be. All they have that istiwpiof self-
recognition is laid before the throne of God.

b. To be sure, the positions they occupy and the aityhar rewards they
have are indeed blessings. They are privilegexsield to occupy these
thrones that encircles God’s throne and to weawiesoof rulership or



rewards. But, in their worship of God, do you #&am clinging to their
own bit of honor and power, no matter how well desd it may be?

1. Do you see any reservation as they worship hiNn?as
they prostrate themselves we see every ounceeofgn
is directed to Godl'hey are offering Him their utmost.

2. Are they distracted in any way in their worshipge
they looking back at John as they worship him2 ot
of them said, “I can’t worship right now becausédis
here. . |don’t see them asking in their praise
God, “You know, | wonder what this John is up to?

I don’t see them saying, “The four living creatiwith
all their eyes around and within are giving medreeps
They are focused.

3. Do you see any embarrassment in their worship?
they even care who sees them? They don’t
think it is embarrassing to drop to their kneed baw
their face to the floorRather than be self-conscious, they
know who they are worshipping.

4. Do you see any bit of selfish motive? Is there
anything here that says, “what about me? Are they
seeking to gain any bit of the glory, to fulfilieir
personal needs and wishé$®, their worship of God is their
identity. What about you?

G. If anything less than my very best is what expres$is worthiness, then what are steps |
can take to offer my utmost in worship? In ansagthis question | am going to start
with are affections, consider our appetites, thantlinking, and lastly, our
surroundings. By approaching this holistically, may better address this subject.

Beginning with our affections (the desires of ouehrt):

1 Pray to God every day that you will whole heartilyseek to honor His name
Just as Jesus prayed in Matthew 6:9, “Pray tilkerthis, ‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. To see God’s name horsiredld be the greatest joy
of all who love God.

2. Pray to God every day that you will authentically fhd joy in worshipping
Him.
Do you realize time and time again the psalniisks the joy we have in God
with the praise we bring his name. Consider®$aP, “I will be glad and exult
in you; | will sing praise to your name, O mosgh’

3. Pray to God every day that He will bind your heartto Himself. Is that not
what we ask God to do when we sirgp'me, Thou Fount of Every Blessiiy
Robert Robinson?

" Allen P. RossRecalling the Hope of Glory83.



One of the reasons why I've come to enjoy thisihyso much is because | am
acknowledging God'’s absolute right to bind myrhé&aHimself?

“O to grace how great a debtor, Daily
| am constrained to be!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter,

Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
Prone to leave the God | love;

Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.”

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wanderimgart to Thee. A “fetter” is
chain. We need to pray this with all our wandgrheart, “Grant us, O God, to
see the surpassing value of your goodness sd thiatls us, as with a chain, to
you. | offer you my heart...take and seal it,four courts above®”

4, Regularly examine the desires of your heart and seehether they
express the worthiness that is due HimActivities tend to follow the desires of
your heart. Let me put it this wayyhat do you want out of life?”

Moving from our affections to our appetites:
5. Quit nibbling at the table of the world.
John Piper puts it this way:

“If you don’t feel strong desires for the manttgson of the glory of God, it is
not because you have drunk deeply and are satisft is because you have
nibbled so long at the table of the world. Yeaul is stuffed with small things,
and there is no room for the great. God didane&te you for this? There is an
appetite for God. And it can be awakened. itényou to turn from the dulling
effects of food and the dangers of idolatry anday with some simple fast:
‘This much, O God, | want you®

Using Old Testament ceremonial language Paul $&ysanse out the old leaven
that you may be new lump, as you really are urdaad (1 Cor. 5:7). In other
words, you are sinless in Christ; therefore bexzgimless in practice.

Moving from our appetites to our thinking:

6. Meditate on God’s Instructions:

8 John PiperWhen | Don’t Desire God: How to Fight forylal52.
? Ibid.

0 pid., 172.



The law of the@RrDis perfect, converting the soul;

The testimony of thedkDis sure, making wise the simple;
The statutes of theoRD are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of theRDis pure, enlightening the eyes;
The fear of the@RrDis clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of theRD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold,

Yea, than much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

Moreover by them Your servant is warned,

And in keeping them there is great rewatd.

10
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Other passages: John :17:17; Romans 12:1-2; 1thjn%16-17.
Moving from our thinking to our surroundings:

7. Give God your very best (Mark 14:3-8): There is really something beautiful
when you give back to God what He has given to ylouhat moment, when
you give back the good and perfect gifts God hasrgyou, He is
worshipped...for you are willing to give up for thiogy of God.

Consider the anointing of Jesus by MarMark 14:3-8. Though you may not
be able to pour costly perfume on Jesus’ featnimsense you actually do when
you sincerely love others, meeting the practiesdds of others, even if that
means it will demand self-surrender.

8. Determine what places, activities, and thoughts prapt you to worship.
Incorporate those elements into your daily andkiyeldfe. Devote quality time
to them. Similarly, identify and avoid the thinpsit hinder meaningful worship.

0. Lastly, seek to see what few only takiene to see: The glory of God
revealed in creation. Psalm 92:4Psalm 19:1-4 Do wereally realize that
God’s creation reflects and even rests on theyglbHim.

Final Thought: | want to illustrate upon this last point by aishg a story from C. S.
Lewis’ God in the Dock.

| was standing today in the dark tool shed. Thewas shining outside and through the
crack at the top of the door there came a sun-bdaom where | stood that beam of
light, with the specks of dust floating in it, Wi most striking thing in the place.
Everything else was almost pitched-black. | wasrsgthe beam, not seeing things by it.
Then | moved so that the beam fell on my eyestairily the whole previous picture
vanished. | saw no tool shed, and (above all)eganb Instead, | saw, framed in the
irregular cranny at the top of the door, greendsawoving on the branches of a tree
outside and beyond that, 90 odd million miles awhg,sun. Looking along the beam,
and looking at the beam are very different expesstf

" The New King James Versiddashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Ps 19:7-11

12C. s. Lewis, “Meditation in a Tool shed” @od in the Dockpg. 212.



See, here is a man who is able to see what fewlssdies and gentlemen: every day
take a moment, gaze upon some aspect of God'svitgaand allow that display of
glory prompt you to worship Him, giving God His per due.

V. Revelation 5:1-5: How to Display Jesus Worthni your Daily Living.

1. Our lack of attention to Christ informs our childre n that He really isn’t
important. Even when we marginally pursue Him we are teltitigers that He is
only worth a marginal pursuit. For example, God yare worthy of our focus only
on Sunday mornings.

2. When we settle for what is good but temporal, oumipact will be short-lived.
But when we demonstrate that Christ is life, owsgi@n, and our purpose, that He is
the utmost object of our affections, we exchangeuthimportant and mundane, for
the eternal.

3. When we shift our priorities, we reveal where our dyalties truly lie. Just
consider: In today’s world, under Satan’s domaegpde are warring for the hearts
and minds of others to share in their unbridledslutheir destructive beliefs, and
their deceptive plans. So, we need to demondirdtdtering loyalty to Christ. As
Martin Luther states,Where the red battle rages there the loyalty ofstbidier is
proved and to be steady on all the battlefield tesiis mere flight and disgrace if he
flinches at that point

4. Eliminate pride and conceit. Oswald Chambers puts it this w&y:

We have to get rid of the idea that we understandaives, it is the last conceit to
go. The only One Who understands us is God. Thetegecurse in spiritual life is
conceit. If we have ever had a glimpse of what veelige in the sight of God, we
shall never say - "Oh, | am so unworthy," becauseshall know we are, beyond the
possibility of stating it. As long as we are nottgsure that we are unworthy, God
will keep narrowing us in until He gets us aloneh&kever there is any element of
pride or of conceit, Jesus cannot expound a thilegwill take us through the
disappointment of a wounded pride of intellectotigh disappointment of heart. He
will reveal inordinate affection-...:"

5. Don’t conform to the trends and personalities of ouculture. Since the most
brilliant, most wealthy, the most beautiful, and thost popular, are not qualified to
even touch the scroll, then we shouldn’t seek titai® them. Rather, we should be
imitating Christ for He alone is worthy. This shdbe freeing to those of us who
feel pressured to conform to the trends and pelisiesaof our culture.

6. Recognize our true valugdrom God’s perspective We need to truly recognize that
our value, our worth is two-fold. We are God'’s davork and secondly, He
purchased our redemption by His own person, therskperson of the One and Only
Triune God. Consider for a moment at your worthyrysignificance, by looking at
Christ’'s ministry on earth...what He did for you!

13 Oswald Chamber, January™ My Utmost for His Highest
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In the incarnation He was born to die for us

He lived in the midst of sinful humanity;

He hungered for us;

He thirsted for us;

He fasted for us;

He suffered for us;

He was rejected by His family for us;

He was betrayed for us;

He was ridiculed for us;

He was abandoned for us;

He was abused for us;

He was mocked for us;

He who was innocent was declared guilty for us
He was tortured for us;

He cried out in pain for us;

He took our sins away;

God turned away from Him for us;

He died and was buried for us.

He arose bodily for us;

He ascended to the right hand of the Fdtiraus;
He sent the Holy Spirit for us;

He intercedes for us;

He united Himself to us (Romans 6:5)

He is preparing a place for us;

He will come back for us or our bodies if are already dead at the Rapture;
He will even reward us at the Bema Seat;

zz. He will restore the Kingdom and bring in thereal state and we will be in His
company for eternity.

NS XS<ECVUTQDOS3ITATTITQTPO0TY

Put differently, in exchange for our wickedness,dgiiees us His righteousness. Since
our worth is only found in His worthiness, then thest way to allow Him to live
through us by means of dependency.

7.  Well, how can we do soRelinquish, Cultivate, and Remember: RCR:

a. Relinquish all claims to our rights to ourselvesn other words, sign
away all our rights to God and Him alone. Whense&e ourselves in the light
of Jesus’ worth, thel; myself, and nigades; we have no leg to stand on.
How? By relating everything to Christ by makingitr aim to please Him; it
is not by pleasing ourselves that we display Clikestess. We need to really
realize that selfishness or self-absorption prodiscemany of the problems in
our lives: ‘If it is not about me, it's not worth talking abdut See, we don’t
begin to really live out our new identities in 3iras a saint, as a child of God
until we sign our rights away and become a slave @trist and we do so by
yielding to the Holy Spirit.

b. Cultivate Humility. I think it is only in a disposition of humilityhit we
really see the glory of Christ. Selfishnes€®uds our sight, obscures

our path, and limits our visibility—the focisson us. It fosters famine in the
soul and dissatisfaction towards the blessiig$as already given us: our
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spouses, our children, our homes, etc. Arekefalmility invites the scourging
of God; He hates deception.

¢c. Remembeiit is not what you do for Him but what He doesotingh you
that reflects His worthiness. So many of us gapgetual success by what we
do for God, but see, every person in this roommisarthy. Relishing in our
own glory or even in someone else’s success, dsyd as it may be, is
unfortunate: If we do it will be wood, hay, andlsble, in the end; we will
have robbed the glory that is due Him. Ratheraveecalled to abide, to bend
low, to be dependent upon HinGandle The characteristic of a candle is to
consume itself in order to bring forth light. Weedo be the same!

8. Take pleasure in Jesus’ worth Duty, while important, is insufficient also
take cultivate utmost affections for Jesus Chngiur lives; See we must take
pleasure in His person, His worth. For example:

If I buy a bouquet of tulips for my wife and contethe front door, ring the
door, and place the tulips behind my back to seephier. She opens the
door and saysWhy did you ring the door b&ll | pull out the tulips and
hand them to her. Then she say§hat is the occasion for these tulips;
why did you do you thi&?l say to her, It is my duty’ How will she
respond?

But if | were go back in time and re-do the evaml eepeat the same

sequence but this time after she asks the questidimat is the occasion
for the tulips, why did you do this? And | say & tBecause | couldn’t
help myself | think my wife will know that | am relishing imwho she is.

While it is our responsibility or a duty to relinigh, cultivate humility, and
yield to God, it is not merely for duty sake; tla#tne is insufficient to
allow Him to be the utmost object of our affectipn® need to take
pleasure in the worthiness and glory of Christ.

9Final thought from Oswald Chambers™*

Have you the slightest reliance on anything othantGod? Is there a remnant
of reliance left on any natural virtue, any setioEumstances?...It is quite true
to say - "I cannot live a holy life," but you caadide to let Jesus Christ make
you holy. "Ye cannot serve the Lord God"; but yam ut yourself in the
place where God's almighty power will come throygh. Are you sufficiently
right with God to expect Him to manifest His wonfdéfife in you?

[And when we say]"Nay, but we will serve the Lorflve need to remember
that] It is not an impulse, but a deliberate comnmeit. You say - But God can
never have calletheto this, | am too unworthy, it can't meare.It does mean
you, and the weaker and feebler you are, the bdtter one who has
something to trust in is the last one to come amyemear saying - "l will
serve the Lord."

14 chambers, January"9My Utmost for His Highest
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We say - "If | really could believe!" The point-idf | really will believe. No
wonder Jesus Christ lays such emphasis on thd simbelief....If we really
believed that God meant what He said - what shaelthe like! Dare | really
let God be to me all that He says He will be?

VI.

Revelation 5:6-14: What isyour Story, What isyour Song?

2.

Do you know these expressions of worship?y@oponder these perfections of
God? If not, why? As | pondered these songs thought to myself:

a. Since Christ is the only one worthy becdtdsalied for us, then why
aren't we more grateful than we are?

b. Since Christ is the only one worthy becatdseedeemed us, then why
do we still seek the approval of and/or comparselues with others?

C. Since Christ is the only one worthy becausagbur God and we are
His people, then why do we do so little to expmssutmost affections
for Him?

d. Since all of creation declares that God th#n&r and God the Son be

blessing and honor and glory and dominion forewver ever, then why
don’t our daily lives reflect consistent godliness?

These questions go back to the is§desus worthiness in our daily lives. Why
aren’'t our lives more expressive of Jesus’ wortki?e Or let me put it this way,
“Why do our lives reflect the west side of the ahthieather than the ea8t

For some the answer is ignoraiwie don’t know the Scripture because we are
either new believers or are untaught. Meditatingh® Scripture both
individually and corporately and being personallcipled by a mature believer
can remedy that problem. But for those of us wineehstudied the Scriptures
carefully and purposefully, still why aren’t we necexpressive of Christ's
worthiness as we go about our daily lives? Yeskm@v He is worthy! Yes we
know Christ is worthy to receive power, riches,daim, might, honor, and
blessing! Yes, we know that one day we will fadlxh and worship Him without
any hindrance (which shouldn’t be an excuse)! By aren’t we unpacking
these truths more effectively in how we live, motaeyrmoment, day-by-day?

| submit to you thadneof the major reasons why is because we find ouegsel
preoccupied with fleshly lusts, growing sinful apfes, and selfish tendencies.

How do you know what these fleshly appetite® afesk yourself what sins you
find yourself regularly committing or consistentignfessing. You will likely
see there is a pattern and | submit to you thatgataith it, you also find guilt
and embarrassment. You may feel guilty becausetingpect you felt that your
confession for that sin was sincere, acknowledgingod that it is wrong (1
John 1:9), but you find yourself committing it agaagain, and again.
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As I've mentioned before an old theologian oncd tak that the sins of his
youth still haunt him today but as he has walkeithwie Lord over the years
they have lost their attractiveness.

While sincere confession restores our intimacy Vatd, it does not deal with
the sinful appetites we have fostered and fed dwait sinful disobedience.
They are still lurking in the shadows. But we nézdeal with these sinful
appetites for two reasons.

a. If we desire our worship to be more Christ-centetedn we need to put
them to death as Paul states in Colossians 3:5;

b. Because sinful lusts can take us places we newagttt we would go.

Radio personality Paul Harvey tells the story ofvfem Eskimo kills a wolf. The
account is grisly, yet it offers fresh insight intee consuming, self-destructive
nature of sinful appetites.

"First, the Eskimo coats his knife blade with aaimlood and allows it
to freeze. Then he adds another layer of blood amather, until the
blade is completely concealed by frozen blood.

"Next, the hunter fixes his knife in the groundiwthe blade up. When a
wolf follows his sensitive nose to the source & ficent and discovers
the bait, he licks it, tasting the fresh frozendaloHe begins to lick
faster, more and more vigorously, lapping the blackd the keen edge is
bare. Feverishly now, harder and harder the weitklithe blade in the
arctic night. So great becomes his craving for dltiat the wolf does
not notice the razor-sharp sting of the naked btadkis own tongue,
nor does he recognize the instant at which hidiaisa thirst is being
satisfied by his OWN warm blood. His carnivoroupetite just craves
more--until the dawn finds him dead in the snowlsla fearful thing
that people can be "consumed by their own lusts.”

Another way of looking at our fleshlypeetites is by considering the
downward steps we take when we do sin. And tiseadesson here in view
of what | am about sayThe more we sin a particular sin the more we aketa
by that particular sinFor example, let's consider the issue of lying.
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The Seven-Step Descent of Dishonesty: The more liethe more we are taken in by our lies.
~ adapted fronWwhat We Can’t Not Knowby J. Budziszewski (Dallas: Spence, 2003), 195:97

Sin The greater your trespasses,
more you have to lie about.

Like an onion, each new lie needs a ring
perjuries; lies are weak; they need protec§on
by adding other lies.

Lying becomes second nature; you begin to lie witl
Habituation the “need” to lie; you hardly notice that you do Askec
why, you can give no reason. You are now a liar

Self-protection

At this level you start losing track of the trutlgu half-believe
your own lies because you cannot bear to belieaeythu lie as
much as you do.

Self-deceptior

As your grasp on the truth continues to weaken,gmue to blame it
weakness on truth itself...”truth is what we letleather get away with,
that's all.”

Rationalization

_ Lying becomes a craft. If you lie about everything matter how small, nobody d
TeChanue believe you would tell so many lies; you havmativeto make every lie a whoppsg

.

Duty turns Lying, which is accepted instead of condemnededgiired in

UpSIde dOWﬂ' Order tO fUnC“On. www.prshockley.

Since we desire to honor God, what can we do abese fleshly appetites? We need to put
them to death. Once again, | am not talking albontfession of sin. Sincere confession of sin is
thedivine provision that restores the believer'sridty with God as stated in 1 John 1:9.
Rather, what | am talking about are those sinfpledipes, those “patterned” tendencies that we
too often find ourselves yielding to that produties need to confess our sins to God. What | am
talking about is dealing with those sinful appetitieat so easily entangle us, keeping us from
offering our utmost affections to God.

The following are ideas on how to put to deathdkeds of the flesh which are adapted from Dr.
John Hannah of Dallas Theological Seminary whesgduke at a spiritual life conference on
having affections for Jesus Christ which my formlenrch hosted:

The Mortification of Sin:

1. Consider the dangerous consequences of sirnvbdibally and horizontally.

a. Vertically: We experience guilt; loss of pe&cstrength, grieve the Holy Spirit and
smother its ministry like water on a fire.

b. Horizontally: We burn bridges, we damage refethips, we hurt or even ruin the lives
of others whether emotionally and/or physically.
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2. Load the conscience with the guilt of sin (¢édasGod'’s infinite patience & forbearance; God
has been so good to you...why would you want to tridih-He hates sin!).

3. Consider the state of one’s self all timeseimis of frailty, because of depravity, & vileness:
the presence of sin; no one is immune to sin (nibemhow much doctrine one knows!).
Each time we give in to that temptation our appdtt it grows. For example, if we struggle
with gluttony, then we don’t need to go a buffdtwe struggle with internet pornography,
then we need to take the internet out of our home.

4. Trace the particular manifestation of sin sordot. It is nearly enough to deal with the fruit
we need to pull out the root. If we don’t deallwihe root of the problem why we have
affections for this particular sin, then odds dre appetite will re-grow.

5. Don't hurry to gain relief for your sin. Sukge need to immediately confess it, but we need
take time and consider why we are doing this jasvhen we send our kids into their room to
think about their bad behavior.

6. Act quickly against the first temptations todain. Scripture says flee from sin but stand
firm against the devil. | think there is a sigo#it reason for this command!

9. Allow God to speak peace rather than assume yosa hasee we can so easily deceive
ourselves into thinking everything is okay in oelldwship with God; He is really
pleased with our behavior. But because we are stehad by our sin or so stubborn, if
truth is known, we lack that hard pursuit of God are more carnal than spiritual.
Usually our spouse is the one who knows where wuhg &re spiritually.

10. Other mental weapons in the struggle against siohne whole hearted trust, faith, &
obedience; the presence of right thoughts; the tatéoth upon and memorization of
Scripture; yielding to the Holy Spirit, moment-byament; the recognition of God’s
sovereignty, the effects of sin; long periods @énse, sincere, fervent prayer; the love &
kindness of God; the wonder of Calvary; the realityindwelling sin. ~ Dr. John Hannah

Final thought by Oswald Chambers “Anything that disturbs our rest in Him must be
rectified at once, and it is not rectified by beiggored but only by coming to Jesus Christ. If
we will come to Him, asking Him to produce Christaaeness in us, He will always do it,
until we fully learn to abide in Him. Never allaanything that divides or destroys the
oneness of your life with Christ to remain in ydife without facing it. Beware of allowing
the influence of your friends or your circumstantedivide your life. This only serves to sap
your strength and slow your spiritual growth. Begvaf anything that can split your oneness
with Him, causing you to see yourself as separata Him. Nothing is as important as
staying right spiritually. And the only solutionasvery simple one— "Come to Me . . . ."
The intellectual, moral, and spiritual depth of ceality as a person is tested and measured
by these words [of Jesus Christ who says, “Conid.*

15 Oswald Chambers, August™ My Utmost for His Highest
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