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MIRACLES:  A BIBLICAL ACCOUNT
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard [him]; God also bearing [them] witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?”                                                                          ~ Hebrews 2:3-4
Signs, Wonders, and Power. The Bible uses these three basic words to describe a miracle: sign, wonder, and power. Each of these three biblical words carries a connotation that clarifies the complete picture of biblical miracles.  Therefore, this lecture is to survey this important biblical notion and theme in Scripture.  An examination into the biblical concepts of miracles is needed for at least four reasons:
1)
For whatever reason, there are those, Christian or non-Christian, who unintentionally (uninformed) or intentionally (abuse) redefine or describe “miracles” outside the semantic range for the three basic biblical words that describe miracles:  signs, wonders, and power.
2)
There are those who seek to explain and harmonize biblical accounts of miracles on the basis of naturalism (anti-supernaturalism).
3)
The concept of miracles itself presupposes, rather than sets aside, that nature is a self-contained system of natural causes.

4)
In Christian theology we need to understand the biblical concepts of miracles as it relates to both philosophy and history (as we will address the following in the next lecture):
a.
Philosophical question:  Are miracles possible?  One cannot believe in miracles without believing that a miracle-worker exists.  Therefore, all who believe in miracles believe in some kind of God.  But not everyone who believes in God believes in miracles.  Nevertheless, if there is a God, miracles are possible (Whether God chose to actualize this possibility is another matter which we will later discuss).
b.
Historical question:  Are miracles actual?  The answer to this question requires historical investigation into the knowledge of events in history and whether the historiographical method we adopt is reliable, reasonable, and “scholarly mainstream” (We will consider our historiographical approach both in our discussion of N.T. Textual Criticism and Historicity of Jesus Christ).
.

Therefore, we will begin by examining the semantic range of the biblical words of “sign”, “wonder,” and “power”, proceed to summarize the biblical nature of miracle, offer a chronological list of biblical references of miracles, then offer a brief conclusion.
I.
BIBLICAL NOTION OF “SIGN”:
A.
O.T. Word, Sign:


אֹות:  sign, mark, i.e., a non-verbal symbol or signal which has meaning, either as a crafted, or natural object (Gen 1:14; 4:15 ); 2.  Banner, standard, flag, i.e., an ornamental piece of cloth on the end of a staff or pole as a leader’s signal for it’ sing. followers (Num 2:2 ; Ps 74:4); possibly this is a figurine on a pole as a signal and not a cloth signal; 3.  Miracle, wonder, sign, i.e., a mighty act of God which gives a message of wonder or terror (Ex 4:8, 9,17, 28,30; 7:3 ; 8:19; 10:1, 2; Num. 14:11, 22; Dt. 4:34; 6:22;7:19; 11:3; 13:2, 3; 26:8; 28:46 ; 29:2; 34:11; Jos. 24:17; Jdg. 6:17; Neh. 9:10 ; 2Ki 20:8, 9; Ps 65:9; 74:9; 78:43; 105:2; 135:9 ; Isa 38:7; Jer 32:20 , 21, note: a false wonder in Isa 44:25); 4. Example, illustration, formally, sign, i.e., an object which makes something clearly known (Ezek. 14:8); 5.  Account, formally, sign, i.e., a record of moral debits and credits for evaluating reward or recompense (Job 21:29).
 

1.
“Sign”:  Although the Hebrew word for “sign” is sometimes used to refer to natural things such as stars (Gen. 1:14) or the Sabbath (Ex. 31:13), it usually carries supernatural significance, something appointed by God with a special message assigned to it.
2.
The first appearance of the concept comes in the divine prediction given to Moses that Israel would be delivered from Egypt to serve God at Horeb. God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you” (Ex. 3:12). When Moses asked God, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me?” the Lord gave two “signs”: Moses’ rod turned into a serpent (Ex. 4:3) and his hand became leprous (Ex. 4:1–7). These were given “that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers . . . has appeared to you” (4:5). Moses performed the signs and the people believed (4:30–31). God gave further signs, the plagues, as a witness to the Egyptians “that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it” (Ex. 7:3, 5; cf. 11:9).

3.
Repeatedly the purpose of the supernatural occurrence is given as a twofold “sign”: “By this you will know that I am the Lord” (Ex. 7:17; cf. 9:29–30; 10:1–2) and that these are “my people” (Ex. 3:10; cf. 5:1; 6:7 ; 11:7 ).

4.
Several statements about signs appear in the context of God’s deliverance of his people from Egypt. God complained to Moses in the wilderness, saying, “How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them?” (Num. 14:11; cf. vs. 22). Moses challenged Israel: “Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders?” (Deut. 4:34). Moses reminded the people, “Before our eyes the Lord sent miraculous signs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household” (Deut. 6:22). “So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders” (Deut. 26:8; cf. 29:2–3 ; Josh. 24:17 ; Neh. 9:10 ; Ps. 105:27; Jer. 32:20–21 ).

5.
Throughout the Old Testament God performs miraculous “signs.” Signs confirm a prophet as God’s spokesman. As noted, Moses received miraculous credentials (Exodus 3 and 4). Gideon asked God, “give me a sign that it is really you talking to me” (Jud. 6:17). God responded with miraculous fire that consumed the offering (vs. 21). God confirmed himself to Eli by miraculous predictions about his sons’ deaths (1 Sam. 2:34). Predictive signs confirmed God’s appointment of King Saul (1 Sam. 10:7, 9). Isaiah made predictions as signs of his divine message (Isa. 7:14; 38:22). Victories over enemies were called signs (1 Sam. 14:10). Signs affirmed healing (Isa. 38:7, 22) and accompanied judgment (Jer. 44:29).

B.
N.T. Word, “Sign:” 
In the New Testament, sign (semeion; σημεῖον [say· mi ·on /]) is used 77 times with 48 times in the Gospels. It is occasionally used of ordinary events, such as circumcision (Rom. 4:11), and of a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes (Luke 2:12). As a noun it has 77 occurrences.   Interestingly, the Authorized Version (AV) translates as “sign” 50 times, “miracle” 23 times, “wonder” three times, and “token” once. 1 a sign, mark, token:  1a that by which a person or a thing is distinguished from others and is known; 1b a sign, prodigy, portent, i.e. an unusual occurrence, transcending the common course of nature; 1b1 of signs portending remarkable events soon to happen; 1b2 of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men sent by him, or by which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God’s.
 

1.
Semantic Domain:   σημεῖον, ου n: an event which is regarded as having some special meaning—‘sign.’ εἰπὲ ἡμῖν … τί τὸ σημεῖον τῆς σῆς παρουσίας ‘tell us … what will be the sign of your coming’ Mt 24.3. In translating σημεῖον in Mt 24.3 , it may be necessary in some languages to say ‘tell us what will happen that will show that you are coming’ or ‘tell us what we will see that will make us know that you are coming.’  σημεῖον as an event with special meaning was inevitably an unusual or even miraculous type of occurrence, and in a number of contexts σημεῖον may be rendered as ‘miracle.’ Certainly that is the referent of the term σημεῖον in John 2.23 ( πολλοὶ ἐπίστευσαν εἰς τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ , θεωροῦντες αὐτοῦ τὰ σημεῖα ἃ ἐποίει ‘many believed in him as they saw the signs he did’). For the Gospel of John, however, a σημεῖον is not simply a miraculous event but something which points to a reality with even greater significance. A strictly literal translation of σημεῖον as ‘sign’ might mean nothing more than a road sign or a sign on a building, and therefore in some languages σημεῖον in a context such as John 2.23 may be rendered as ‘a miracle with great meaning.’
 

2.
These signs (semeion) have special divine significance. Most often the word is reserved for what we would call a miracle. It is used when Jesus healed (John 6:2; 9:16), turned water to wine (John 2:11), and raised the dead (John 11:47). Likewise, the apostles did miracles of healing (Acts 4:16, 30), “great signs and miracles” (Acts 8:13), and “miraculous signs and wonders” (Acts 14:3; 15:12); for “many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles” (Acts 2:43). Even the Jewish authorities said, “What are we going to do with these men? . . . Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it” (Acts 4:16).

3.
The word “sign” (semeion) is also used of the most significant miracle in the New Testament:  The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave. Jesus said that his unbelieving generation would see “the sign of the prophet Jonah.” As Jonah had been in a fish’s belly for three days, “the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matt. 12:39–40). Jesus repeated this prediction of his resurrection when asked for a sign in Matthew 16:1, 4. Not only was the resurrection a miracle, but it carried with it a message from God (John 2:19).
II.
The Biblical Notion of “Wonder”:

A.
O.T. Word, “Wonder”:
מֹופֵת ( mowphet ): n.masc. ; ≡ wonder, miracle, portent, i.e., a marvelous sign showing power, that also causes a response of awe (Ex 7:9; Deut 7:19); 2. LN 33.476-33.489 sign, portent, i.e., a token of a future event (1Ki 13:3, 5; 2Ch 32:24, 31), note: the sign itself is non-verbal but that it will occur in the future is verbally communicated; 3. symbol, sign, i.e., a corresponding type (Zech. 3:8 ; Ezek. 12:6,11; 24:24 ; Isa 8:18)
 

1. “Wonder”:  Often the words signs and wonders are used together in the Old Testament of the same event(s) (Ex. 7:3; cf. Deut. 4:34; 7:19; 13:1, 2; 26:8; 28:46; 29:3; 34:11; Neh. 9:10; Ps. 135:9; Jer. 32:20–21). At other times the Bible describes as “wonders” events that are elsewhere called “signs” (Ex. 4:21; 11:9–10; Ps. 78:43; 105:27; Joel 2:30). Sometimes the word is used of a natural “wonder” (Ezek. 24:24) or a unique thing a prophet did to get his message across (Isa. 20:3). The word wonder usually has supernatural (divine) significance.

B.  N.T. Word, “Wonder”:

1.
The Greek word teras means a “miraculous sign, prodigy, portent, omen, wonder” [See Brown, 2:633]. It carries with it the idea of that which is amazing or astonishing (ibid., 623–25). In all 16 of its New Testament occurrences, “wonder” is used in combination with “the word.” It describes Jesus’ miracles (John 4:48; Acts 2:22), the apostles’ miracles (Acts 2:43; 14:3; 15:12; Rom. 15:19; Heb. 2:3–4), Stephen’s miracles (Acts 6:8), and Moses’ miracles in Egypt (Acts 7:36). It connotes supernatural events before the second coming of Christ (Matt. 24:24; Mark 13:22; Acts 2:19).

III.
Biblical Notion of “Power”:
A.
O.T. Word, “Power”:
“Power”:  כֹּחַ (kocha): masculine noun, ≡ 1 Power, might, i.e., the potential to exert force in performing some function (Zech. 4:6); 2. Strength, i.e., physical muscular power (Judges 16:5–30 (passim; scattered about); 3. Crops, i.e., produce that comes from the ground (Gen. 4:12); 4. Might, strength, virility (i.e., one’s manhood or manly vigor; Gen. 49:3); 5. Authority ( i.e., power as relates to the status of a ruler; Ex. 15:6); 6. Mighty deed (i.e., a supernatural act of power as a wonder or miracle; Ex 9:16); 7.  Ability (i.e., that which is a capability to do or perform; Deut. 8:18); 8. Vigorous (i.e., in robust health; Josh.14:11); 9. Resources, wealth, i.e., the material goods of a person as possessions (1Ch 29:2; Job 6:22; Pr 5:10 ); 10.  Shout (i.e., a loud, strong yell with the voice; Isa 40:9); 11. Qualified (i.e., one adequate for a task or function; Dan. 1:4); 12. (min kocha) helpless, formally, without strength, i.e., not able to take an action (Jer 48:45).
  
1. “Power” is sometimes used of human power in the Old Testament (Gen. 31:6; Deut. 8:17; Nahum 2:1). But often it is used of divine power, including God’s power to create: “God made the earth by his power” (Jer. 10:12; 27:5; 32:17; 51:15). The “power” of God overthrows his enemies (Ex. 15:6–7), delivers his people from Egypt (Num. 14:17; cf. vs. 13), rules the universe (1 Chron. 29:12), gives Israel their land (Ps. 111:6), and inspires the prophets (Micah 3:8). Power is often in direct connection with events called “signs” or “wonders” or both (Ex. 9:16; 32:11; Deut. 4:37; 2 Kings 17:36; Neh. 1:10). Sometimes Hebrew words denoting power are used in the same verse with “signs and wonders.” Moses speaks of the deliverance of Israel “by miraculous signs and wonders …by a mighty hand” (Deut. 4:34; cf. 7:19; 26:8; 34:12).
B.  N.T.  Word, Power:
       1.
δύναμις (dynamis), εως ( eōs ), ἡ ( hē )  noun, feminine = Ability, to perform an activity (2Co 1:8); 2. Power (Acts.1:8); 3.  Mighty deed, miracle (Acts 2:22); 4.  Ruler, human ruler (Rom. 8:38), for another interpretation see supernatural power (Mt 24:29; Mk 13:25 Luke 21:26; Eph 1:21; Ro 8:38), for another interpretation, see prior; 6. Meaning, what is intended (1Co 14:11); 7.  τὴν δύναμιν τοῦ θεοῦ (tēn dynamin tou theou ), and τὴν δύναμιν τοῦ ἐχθροῦ ( tēn dynamin tou echthrou), supernatural army, formally, the army of God and the army of the enemy ( i.e. , demonic army), suggested from the context, and the common LXX use of this word for “army.” For another interpretation see “power” above (Mt 22:29; Mk 12:24; Luke 10:19).



2.
“Power” (dunamis) is sometimes used in the New Testament to refer to human power (2 Cor. 1:8) or abilities (Matt. 25:15) or demonic powers (Luke 10:19; Rom. 8:38). Like its Old Testament parallel, the New Testament term is often translated “miracles.” Dunamis is used in combination with “sign and wonder” (Heb. 2:4), of Christ’s miracles (Matt. 13:58), of the virgin birth of Christ (Luke 1:35), of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 1:8), of the “power” of the gospel to save sinful people (Rom. 1:16), of the special gift of miracles (1 Cor 12:10), and of the power to raise the dead ( Phil. 3:10). The emphasis of the word is on the divine energizing aspect of a miraculous event.
IV.
Summary:  Biblical Nature of a Miracle:
A.
The three words Scripture uses to describe a miracle help demarcate the meaning of miracles more acutely. Each of the three words for supernatural events:  sign, wonder, power describes an aspect of a miracle. Thus, from the human perspective, a miracle is an unusual event, a “wonder” that communicates and confirms an unusual message (“sign”) by means of extraordinary power (“power”). From the divine perspective, a miracle is an act of God (“power”) that attracts the attention of the people of God (“wonder”) to the Word of God (by a “sign”).

B.
In summary:  the purposes of a miracle are:
1.      To glorify the nature of God (John 2:11; 11:40);

2.      To accredit certain persons as the spokesmen for God (Acts 2:22; Heb. 2:3–4); and

3.      To provide evidence for belief in God (John 6:2, 14; 20:30–31).

C.
Not all witnesses to a miracle believe. In this event the miracle is a witness against those who reject this evidence. John grieved: “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him” (John 12:37). Jesus himself said of some, “They will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead” (Luke 16:31). One result, though not the purpose, of miracles is condemnation of the unbeliever (cf. John 12:31, 37).
V.
Biblical References to Miraculous:  

 
About 250 occurrences in Scripture correspond to the narrow definition of a sign, wonder, or power. Since many references refer to multiple supernatural acts, the number of actual miraculous events is greater than the number of passages listed. Moreover, the Bible often refers to single events combining many miracles. Ten lepers were healed (Luke 17:12–14), as were all or most of the sick in one city (Matt. 9:35).  

This listing is from Norman L. Geisler’s Baker’s Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics:
	Genesis:

	1
	Creation of all things.

	5:19–24
	Translation of Enoch to be with God.

	7:9–12 , 17–24
	Noahic flood.

	11:1 , 5–9
	Judgment at tower of Babel.

	12:10–20 ; 17:15–19 ; 18:10–14
	Plagues on pharaoh for taking Abraham’s wife.

	19:9–11
	Sodomites blinded.

	19:15–29
	Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed.

	19:24–26
	Lot’s wife turned to salt.

	21:1–8
	Sarah’s conception of Isaac.


	Exodus

	3:1–15
	The burning bush.

	4:1–5
	Moses’ staff becomes serpent and restored.

	4:6–7
	Moses’ hand becomes leprous and restored.

	7:10–12
	Aaron’s staff becomes serpent, which swal- lows serpents of sorcerers.

	7:19–24
	Water turned to blood.

	8:5–7 ; 12–13
	Frogs plague Egypt.

	8:16–18
	Lice plague Egypt.

	8:20–24
	Flies plague Egypt.

	9:1–7
	Egyptian cattle die of disease.

	9:8–11
	Boils on Egyptians and their animals.

	9:22–26
	Storm of thunder, hail, and fire.

	10:3–19
	Locusts plague Egyptians.

	10:21–23
	Plague of darkness covers Egyptians.

	12:29–30
	First-born Egyptian children and animals slain.

	13:21–22
	Pillar of cloud and fire lead Israel.

	14:19–20
	Angel protects Israel from Egyptians.

	14:21–29
	Sea parts so Israel can pass.

	15:23–25
	Bitter waters of Marah sweetened.

	16:12–13
	Quail cover camp of Israel.

	16:14–15
	Manna is provided for Israel to eat.

	17:5–6
	Water is provided from the rock.

	17:8–16
	Victory over Amalek.

	19:16–18
	Fire and smoke engulf Mount Sinai.

	19:19–25
	God answers Moses at Sinai.

	20:1–17
	God gives law.


	Leviticus

	9:23–24
	Fire consumes burnt offering.

	10:1–7
	Judgment upon Nadab and Abihu.


	Numbers

	11:1–2
	Fire consumes murmuring Israelites.

	12:10–15
	Miriam is made leprous and healed.

	16:28–33
	Judgment on Korah and rebels.

	16:35
	Fire consumes rebellious who offered incense.

	16:46–48
	Plague stopped by offering incense.

	17:8
	Aaron’s rod buds.

	20:7–11
	Moses strikes the rock for water.

	21:6–9
	Healing with brass serpent.

	22:21–35
	Balaam’s donkey speaks.


	Joshua

	3:14–17
	Waters of the Jordan divided.

	5:13–15
	Joshua’s encounter with angelic being.

	6
	The fall of Jericho.

	10:12–14
	The sun stands still upon Gibeon.


	Judges

	2:1–5
	Angel of Lord appears to Israel.

	3:8–11
	Spirit of Lord comes upon Othniel.

	3:31
	Shamgar slays 600 with ox goad.

	6:11–24
	Angel appears to Gideon.

	6:36–40
	The sign of Gideon’s fleece.

	7:15–25
	God delivers Midian to Gideon.

	13:3–21
	Angel appears to Manoah.

	14:5–6
	Samson slays lion.

	15:14–17
	Samson slays Philistines with jawbone of a donkey.

	16:3
	Samson carries away a city gate.

	16:27–31
	Samson causes collapse of temple of Dagon.


	1 Samuel

	3:2–10
	Voice of God calls Samuel.

	5:1–5
	Overturning of the god, Dagon.

	5:6–12
	Ashdod plagued by tumors.

	6:19
	God smites men of Beth-shemesh.

	28:15–20
	Samuel appears from dead to rebuke Saul.


	2 Samuel

	6:6–7
	Uzzah dies after touching ark.


	1 Kings

	3:3–28
	God gives Solomon great wisdom.

	17:1
	Three-year drought judges Israel.

	17:2–6
	Ravens feed Elijah.

	17:8–16
	Widow receives meal and oil.

	17:17–24
	Elijah raises widow’s son.

	18:17–38
	Fire consumes Elijah’s sacrifice on Carmel.

	18:41–46
	Elijah prays and God sends rain.

	19:5–8
	Elijah is fed by Angel.


	2 Kings

	1:9–15
	Fire from heaven consumes soldiers.

	2:7–8
	Elijah parts Jordan.

	2:11
	Elijah taken to heaven in chariot of fire.

	2:13–14
	Elisha parts Jordan.

	2:19–22
	Elisha cleanses waters at Jericho.

	2:24
	Youths killed by bears.

	3:15–20
	Ditches filled with water.

	4:1–7
	Widow’s pots are filled with oil.

	4:8–17
	Shunammite woman bears a son.

	4:32–37
	Elisha raises dead son.

	4:38–41
	Elisha makes poison food edible.

	4:42–44
	One hundred fed with loaves and corn.

	5:1–14
	Naaman healed of leprosy.

	5:27
	Gehazi judged with leprosy.

	6:5–7
	Iron axe head floats on water.

	6:16–17
	Vision of horses and chariots of fire.

	6:18
	Syrian army struck with blindness.

	6:19–20
	God opens eyes of Syrians.

	13:20–21
	Dead man raised by contact with Elisha’s bones.

	20:9–11
	Ahaz’s sundial turns backward.


	Job

	8–42:6
	God speaks from whirlwind.


	Isaiah

	1:1
	Isaiah’s vision concerning Jerusalem.

	
	Isaiah’s vision of the Lord.


	Ezekiel

	1
	Ezekiel has a vision of God’s glory.


	Daniel

	2:26–45
	Daniel recounts and interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

	3:14–30
	Deliverance from fiery furnace.

	5:5
	Handwriting on wall.

	6:16–23
	Daniel saved from lions.

	7:1–8:14
	Daniel’s visions.

	9:20–27
	Daniel’s vision of seventy weeks.

	10:1–12:13
	Daniel’s further visions.


	Jonah

	1:4–16
	Storm from God stops fleeing Jonah.

	1:17
	God’s great fish swallows Jonah.

	4:6
	Gourd grows to shade Jonah.

	4:7
	Worm destroys gourd.

	4:8
	God sends east wind.


	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	Description

	
	
	
	2:1–11
	Water becomes wine.

	
	
	
	4:46
	Noble’s son healed.

	
	
	4:30
	
	Jesus escapes mob.

	
	
	5:6
	
	Catch of fish.

	
	1:23
	4:33
	
	Unclean spirit cast out.

	8:14
	1:30
	4:38
	
	Peter’s mother-in-law healed.

	8:16
	1:32
	4:40
	
	Sick healed.

	8:2
	1:40
	5:12
	
	Leper cleansed.

	9:2
	2:3
	5:18
	
	Paralytic healed.

	
	
	
	5:9
	Infirm man healed.

	12:9
	3:1
	6:6
	
	Withered hand restored.

	12:15
	3:10
	
	
	Sick healed.

	8:5
	
	7:1
	
	Centurion’s servant healed.

	
	
	7:11
	
	Widow’s son returned to life.

	12:22
	
	
	
	Demon cast from blind mute.

	8:23
	4:35
	8:22
	
	Storm stilled.

	8:28
	5:1
	8:26
	
	Demons cast out and enter herd of swine.

	9:18–23
	5:22–35
	8:40–49
	
	Ruler’s daughter raised.

	9:20
	5:25
	8:43
	
	Woman with issue of blood healed.

	9:27
	
	
	
	Blind men healed.

	9:32
	
	
	
	Demon cast from deaf mute.

	14:13
	6:30
	9:10
	6:1
	Five thousand fed.

	14:25
	6:48
	
	6:19
	Jesus walks on sea.

	14:36
	6:56
	
	
	Sick healed at Gennesaret.

	15:21
	7:24
	
	
	Gentile man’s daughter healed.

	
	7:31
	
	
	Deaf mute healed.

	15:32
	8:1
	
	
	Four thousand fed.

	
	8:22
	
	
	Blind paralytic healed.

	17:1–8
	9:2–8
	9:28–36
	
	Jesus’ transfiguration.

	17:14
	9:17
	9:38
	
	Epileptic boy healed.

	17:24
	
	
	
	Coin in fish’s mouth.

	
	
	
	9:1
	Man born blind healed.

	
	
	11:14
	
	Demon-possessed, blind mute healed.

	
	
	13:11
	
	Infirm woman healed.

	
	
	14:1–4
	
	Man with dropsy healed.

	
	
	
	11:43
	Lazarus raised from dead.

	
	
	17:11
	
	Ten lepers cleansed.

	20:30
	10:46
	18:35
	
	Two blind men healed.

	21:18
	11:12
	
	
	Fig tree withers.

	
	
	22:51
	
	Servant’s ear restored.

	28
	16:1–8
	24
	20
	Jesus rises from dead.

	28:1–7
	
	
	
	Angel rolls stone away, announces resurrection.

	28:5–8
	16:5–7
	24:4–8
	
	Angel appears at grave.

	
	
	
	20:11–13
	Angels appear to Mary.

	
	16:9
	
	20:14–17
	Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene.

	28:9–10
	
	
	
	Jesus appears to women.

	
	16:12
	24:13–35
	
	Jesus appears on road to Emmaus.

	
	
	
	20:19–23
	Jesus appears to ten.

	
	16:14–18
	24:36–48
	20:26–31
	Jesus appears to eleven.

	
	
	
	21:1–25
	Jesus appears to seven.

	
	
	
	21:6
	Miraculous catch of fish.

	8:16–20
	6:15–18
	
	
	Jesus appears to the apostles.


	Acts

	1:3–5
	Jesus appears and addresses apostles ( Luke 24:49–51 ).

	1:6–9
	Jesus ascends into heaven.

	1:10–11
	Angels appear to apostles.

	2:1–4
	Holy Spirit comes on apostles.

	2:4–13
	Apostles speak in foreign tongues.

	3:1–11
	Peter heals lame man in temple.

	5:5–10
	Ananias and Sapphira die.

	5:12
	Signs and wonders by apostles.

	5:18–20
	Apostles released from prison.

	7:55–56
	Stephen sees Jesus with God.

	8:7
	Unclean spirits cast out.

	8:13
	Philip performs miracles and signs.

	8:14–17
	Samaritans receive Holy Spirit.

	8:39–40
	Philip caught away by Holy Spirit.

	9:3–7
	Jesus appears to Saul (cf. 1 Cor. 15:8 ).

	9:10–16
	Jesus appears to Ananias.

	9:17–19
	Saul’s sight is restored.

	9:32–34
	Peter heals Aeneas.

	9:36–42
	Dorcas raised from dead.

	10:1–8
	Cornelius receives vision.

	10:9–16
	Peter receives vision three times.

	10:44–48
	Household receives Holy Spirit.

	12:7–10
	Angel releases Peter from prison.

	12:23
	Angel kills Herod.

	13:8–11
	Elymas the sorcerer blinded.

	14:8–10
	Paul heals lame man at Lystra.

	16:16–18
	Paul casts demon from young woman.

	16:25–26
	Earthquake opens prison doors.

	18:9–10
	Paul receives vision.

	19:6
	Ephesian believers receive Holy Spirit.

	19:11–12
	Paul performs unusual signs.

	20:9–12
	Eutychus restored to life.

	23:11
	Paul receives vision.

	28:3–6
	Paul protected from viper bite.

	8:7–8
	Paul heals the father of Publius.


	1 Corinthians

	15:6
	Jesus appeared to five hundred.

	5:7
	Jesus appeared to James.


	2 Corinthians

	2:1–6
	Paul’s vision of heaven.


	Revelation

	1:1–3:22
	John’s vision of Jesus.

	4:1–22:21
	John’s vision of future.

	6:12
	Great earthquake.

	6:12
	Sun becomes black.

	6:12
	Moon becomes as blood.

	6:13
	Stars fall from heaven.

	6:14
	Mountains shaken from places.

	8:7
	Hail, fire, and blood fall.

	8:8
	Mountain is cast into the sea. Third of sea becomes blood.

	8:9
	Third of creatures in the sea die.

	8:9
	Third of ships destroyed.

	8:10–11
	Star falls and third of rivers and fountains become bitter.

	8:12
	Third of sun darkened.

	8:12
	Third of moon darkened.

	8:12
	Third of stars darkened.

	9:1
	Star falls from heaven.

	9:2
	Sun darkened by smoke from pit.

	9:3–11
	Plague of locusts.

	9:18
	Third of humanity killed.

	11:5
	Two witnesses destroy enemies by fire from their mouths.

	11:6
	Two witnesses stop rain.

	11:6
	Two witnesses turn water into blood.

	11:6
	Two witnesses call down plagues.

	11:11
	Two witnesses raised from dead.

	11:12
	Two witnesses ascend to heaven.

	11:13
	Earthquake destroys tenth of city.

	11:19
	Lightning, voices, thunder, earthquake and hail.

	16:2
	Sores on those who worship the beast.

	16:3
	Sea becomes as blood, and every soul in it dies.

	16:4
	Rivers, water sources become blood.

	16:8
	Sun scorches people.

	16:10
	Darkness covers kingdom of beast.

	16:12
	Euphrates River dries up.

	16:18
	Voices, thunders and earthquake.

	16:20
	Islands and mountains destroyed.

	16:21
	Stones fall on people.

	18:1–24
	Babylon falls.

	19:11–16
	Jesus Christ returns.

	21:1
	New heaven and earth appear.

	21:10
	New Jerusalem descends.


VI.
Conclusion:
The biblical description of miracles uses three main words: power, wonder, and sign. These words designate the source (God’s power), the nature (wonderful, unusual), and the purpose (to signify something beyond itself). A miracle is a sign to confirm a sermon; a wonder to verify the prophet’s words; a miracle to help establish the message.
There are hundreds of miracle accounts in Scripture. Those in the New Testament particularly capture our attention, because they are well-attested and reveal Jesus Christ in his power over Satan, sickness, and the grave. The New Testament shows that the ongoing power of Christ was present in the young church. However, there is nothing more incredible or unbelievable about Old Testament miracles than about those in the New Testament. In fact, once the existence of a theistic God is granted, then all miracles become possible. As Lewis himself noted, “If we admit God must we admit miracle? Indeed, indeed you have no security against it”.
 The greatest miracle of all—the resurrection of Christ—occurs in the New Testament. If this is historical, then there is no reason to reject the lesser miracles of Moses, Elijah, or Elisha.
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