TREATING PIT VIPER ENVENOMATIONS IN DOGS AND CATS: DOS AND DON'TS
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INDICATED

Recommended Why

Antivenom Nothing else addresses swelling, bruising, tissue damage, pain,
hematologic changes, and long-term effects like antivenom
administered promptly

IV Fluids Precise control of patient hydration

Pain management Pit viper envenomation is an extremely painful condition

Blood test monitoring Help assess the progression or regression of hematologic changes

CONTRAINDICATED

Recommended against Why not

NSAIDS NSAIDS such as aspirin or ibuprofen increase bleeding tendencies
which are already increased due to the venom

Subcutaneous fluids Administering fluids under the skin causes some bruising. The
tendency to bruise is already increased due to the venom.

OF NO BENEFIT / NOT INDICATED

Of No Benefit Why Not

Benadryl Benadryl is an antihistamine that is useful in treating swelling and
inflammation mediated by a body chemical called histamine.
Histamines are released by the body in cases of allergy, allergic
reactions, bee, wasp, and hornet stings.

Histamines are not released during snake envenomations, so using
antihistamines to address swelling related to venom is of zero
benefit.

Swelling in envenomation is caused by massive lissue damage
mediated by hemotoxins, cytoloxins, and myotoxins, not by
histamine release.

Corticosteroids Corticosteroids or “cortisone” is of no benefit in addressing swelling,
redness, bruising or pain caused by the hemotoxins, cytotoxins, and
myotoxins in snake venom.

Antibiotics Antibiotics prescribed during the initial treatment of envenomation
are unnecessary. Antibiotics should be prescribed only if infection
has been diagnosed.

For more information, join the National Snakebite Support Facebook page.
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