Developmental Characteristics of Children & Youth compared to Master Life Threads taught in Awana Clubs

Preschool

Age \ Developmental Characteristics* Master Life Thread Application

Copy Cats — watching and copying the behavior
and actions of others.
No! — Seeking boundaries of acceptable behavior In the account of Joseph, we learn that he respected the

Puggles CEENEIHCE Ok! — Follows simple instructions Respect authority of God. His parents taught him to know God.
| Can Do It! — Exploring independence
Look! — Begins to sort, match, identify & describe Preschool aged children learn about the character of God,
and His authority through the adults He has placed in
Copy Cats -watching and copying the behavior their lives.
and actions of others.
Emotionally Communicative — shows affection God has given us rules and boundaries to protect us
and concern for others through actions and because He loves us. He has given us parents and
TS teachers to love and guide us. Respecting our parents
Wil — el s nEss e dha and those they place in authority over us is a direct
Mnstrate possession (mine, his, hers, ours, application to learning to respect the authority of God.
Cubbies 2 years prior to KG | theirs, etc.) Respect
Turn Taker — shares objects and takes turns in In Puggles and Cubbies, we learn that God is the Creator,

the One who established the heavens and the earth and
who continues to hold it in His hand. God is creative,
holy, just, loving, and forgiving.

games and activities

Repetition — Loves and learns best through
repeated activities and situations
Regimented — Thrives on routines and can
become frustrated or upset if the routine is
disrupted




Early Elementary Years
Developmental Characteristics* Master Life Thread Application

TruthSeekers KG-6™ grade The developmental characteristics are broken down in the K-2, and 3-6™" grade groups with Sparks and T&T.
g The application is best made during the small group time when ages are better divided.




Upper Elementary Years
Developmental Characteristics* Master Life Thread Application

TruthSeekers KG-6™ erade The developmental characteristics are broken down in the K-2, and 3-6" grade groups with Sparks and T&T.
g The application is best made during the small group time when ages are better divided.




Adolescent Years

Developmental Characteristics™®

Master Life Thread

Application

Trek

(6“') 7"-g™" grade

Self-Image — Young teens are very self-conscious
regarding both their physical appearances and
interactions with others.

Complex Thinking — middle school students are
capable of processing the past and planning for
the future.

Better Communicators — this age group is better
able to express their thoughts and feelings, and
more likely to think through counsel provided
Purpose — young teens care about who they are,
are searching for strengths and talents with in
themselves and peers

Thinking Ahead — middle school students tend to
dream about their futures, consider careers,
families, and legacies

Destiny

Joseph had a great sense of destiny and purpose that
came from God.

Because of Joseph’s knowledge of God and the character
of God, and because of his relationship with God the
Father, Joseph was able to understand that God had a
purpose for his life.

Each of us are created by God. We are individually unique
and special to Him. We are who He created us to be.
Middle school students struggle with identity and
purpose. Many succumb to peer pressure, and others
struggle with self-esteem. What do others think of me?

As middle school leaders, it is our role to remind the
students that God created each of uniquely to be an
intricate part of His story. We are special and worthy
because God chose to make us. He has a purpose for our
lives.

*Developmental Characteristics and application compiled by Michelle Bowen, Awana Missionary, and are based, in part from the Important Milestones information as posted on cdc.gov.




