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But some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood
up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to
keep the law of Moses.” Acts 15:5
Sometimes it takes the Church a while to get in sync with what the Spirit is
doing. That’s nothing new. You don’t have to read too deeply into the
Book of Acts to see that this has been the story of the Church from the
very beginning. The Holy Spirit keeps surprising the members and leaders
of the nascent Church by inviting, inspiring and embracing persons they
would never have thought to invite into their movement. The apostles
keep trying to do the right thing as they see it, but the Spirit often has
other plans.
Take Matthias, for instance. In the first chapter of Acts the disciples decide
that they need to replace Judas. Apparently they’re just uncomfortable
with a core leadership of eleven. Twelve is a better number—much better
mojo than eleven. So they find two men who meet the job qualifications,
Justus and Matthias. They roll the dice and Matthias wins the job. And
then he promptly disappears from the pages of the New Testament. The
Spirit, it seems, had other ideas about who the new 12th Apostle should be.
We’ll come back to that.
It takes the Church a while to work things out, to figure out who they are,
to figure out that the Spirit is radically inclusive in ways that push their buttons and stretch their boundaries. It takes them a while, for instance, to
accept that the Holy Spirit is embracing both Hebrews and Hellenists, two
Jewish groups who were good at finding reasons to dislike each other, into
Jesus’ family of faith. You can find hints that it’s not all peaches and cream
between these two groups in chapters 6, 9 and 11.
Imagine how startled they are when Philip baptizes a Samaritan sorcerer
named Simon (chapter 8). Is new life in Christ available for Samaritans?
How can it be possible that a magician is acceptable? Doesn’t Deuteronomy 18 clearly say that we’re to have nothing to do with magicians?
Doesn’t Leviticus 20 say that they should be put to death? But Philip just
goes and baptizes him because the Spirit moved him to believe in Jesus!
Continued on page 2
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ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

Help us save on printing
costs! Let us know if you
want to receive your

GLORIOUS DEI

newsletter via email instead
of the U.S. Postal Service!
Please send an email to
sirvine@gdlclb.org or drop it
off at church, or mail to
church, or place it in the
offering plate.

“We can be mirrors that
brightly reflect the glory of
the Lord. And as the Spirit
of the Lord works within us,
we become more and more
like Him.”
~ II Corinthians 3:18

Oh, and then there’s the Ethiopian eunuch. Talk about a
guy who’s cut off! This is a guy who had to stand outside
the temple to pray (Leviticus 21, Deuteronomy 23). But the
Holy Spirit hand delivers Philip to the side of his chariot to
lead the Ethiopian through a Bible study in Isaiah, to explain
that Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophesy he’s reading.
And once again, thanks to a handy pool at the side of the
road, Philip goes ahead and baptizes him—makes him part
of the Church! He’s not allowed in the temple, but he is
openly invited to embrace Jesus.
This is the repeating thread of the Book of Acts. The
boundaries are being stretched. The door is being pressed
open a little wider every time. The Spirit is pushing aside
their preconceptions of just who can be part of the movement, just who can belong in the Church of Jesus. And
apparently the invitation is open to people you would least
suspect or imagine.
Let’s go back to Matthias. The Spirit certainly put Matthias
to good use. Tradition says he preached in Judea,
Cappadocia, Aethiopia and, eventually Georgia (the one
next to Russia, not the one next to Alabama). But useful,
honorable and productive as he was, God had someone
else in mind to be the designated hitter and it turned out
to be someone that the other 11 would never have thought
of in a million years.
If you had told the apostles on that chapter one day as
they rolled the dice that Jesus was going to make Saul of
Tarsus, a guy who was viciously persecuting the church, a
guy who would stand approvingly as the official witness at
the stoning of Stephen—if you had told them that this guy
they feared more than anyone would end up being
tagged by the Spirit to become the most enthusiastic and
productive of all the apostles, they would have thought
you were possessed. And not in a good Holy Spirit way. But
resurrected Jesus, himself, appeared to Saul and set him on
a path that would convert him from Persecutor Saul into the
Apostle Paul. Jesus invited the Church’s worst enemy to
become one of its greatest leaders. You’d better believe it
took the Church a while to get used to having him around
and to accept that he really was one of them.
Continued on page 3
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And then came the most difficult transition of all. In chapter 10, Peter has a vision where
God shows him every kind of animal and invites him to “kill and eat.” Peter protests that
he has always kept kosher and, gosh, thank you, but “I have never eaten anything that is
profane or unclean.” “What God has made clean, you must not call profane,” says God,
and repeats the lesson a couple of times just to be sure Peter gets it. Then the Spirit sends
Peter to the house of Cornelius, a Roman centurion. An Italian. A gentile.
I don’t think we can adequately grasp in our day and age just what a huge leap this was
and just how difficult it was for the Church, which still saw itself as a Jewish sect, indeed,
saw itself as the fulfillment of all that it meant to be Jewish—how difficult it was for them to
accept that Gentiles were being invited to join the fold. We can get a hint, of course. In
chapter 11, Peter is called to task and has to defend his decision to baptize Cornelius and
all his household. In chapter 15 the apostles all assemble in Jerusalem in the first Council of
the Church to decide if Gentile believers have to be circumcised and keep Jewish dietary
laws. And even after the Council makes its decision the issue isn’t entirely put to bed. The
issue continues to rear its head in Galatians, Ephesians and Romans. And that’s part of the
problem. Instead of seeing them as persons whom Jesus loves and the Spirit has called,
some believers, especially the Pharisees, continue to see them as an issue. But the Spirit
blows where it wills (John 3), and the door gets opened ever wider.
This is the history of the Church. The Spirit opens the door ever wider. It takes time, sometimes, for the Church to catch up. It takes time for people to realize that women and men
can sit together in worship. It takes time for people to accept that worship doesn’t have to
be conducted in the language the grandparents brought from the old country. It takes
some getting used to the idea that Germans and Swedes and Danes and Norwegians can
all be part of the same denomination or even the same congregation. It takes time to
agree the women don’t have to wear hats. Or gloves. It takes time to accept that persons
of all races and ethnic backgrounds can sing together in the same choir and sit together in
the same pews. It takes time to agree that divorce is no reason to exclude someone from
Christ’s table. It takes time to realize that these other people who puzzle us or make us
wary are also called by Christ and moved by the Spirit to participate fully in our family of
faith. And yet the story of our faith from the Book of Acts to the present day is a story of
God opening the door ever wider no matter how often we try to close it.
As this year progresses, you will begin to hear more about what it means to be a
Reconciling in Christ congregation. You will hear more about what it would mean for us
to make a positive statement of invitation to our gay and lesbian neighbors, to invite them
to join us at the little church with a big heart. As we think through this process together,
remember the Book of Acts…and all our history since then. And give thanks that even
you, a Gentile, are also a child of God.
Pro Gloria Dei, Pastor Steve

GROWING IN FAITH, LIFTED BY HOPE, GUIDED BY LOVE
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COUNCIL UPDATE
Your Council met on May 4, 2015 with all
members present. Pastor Steve reported that
Confirmation Sunday will be June 7th. The Adult
Bible Studies on Tuesday Eve and Sunday
Mornings are going well, however the evening
attendance varies. He will be on vacation from
June 22nd to July 5th and pulpit supply has been
arranged.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL JULY 27
27--31

Gary Bockman, council treasurer reported that
we need more members to receive their
Glorious Dei Newsletter by e-mail in order to
take advantage of a reduction in mailing cost.
Please contact Sandy Irvine and let her know if
you wish to support this new endeavor.
The 2014 Internal Review of Financial Procedures
was completed in April, has been reviewed by
Council, signed and forwarded to our Synod
Office. The Internal Audit was performed by
members Everett Parker and David Kahakauwila
and we appreciate and thank them for their
Commitment and contributions on our behalf.
In an effort to improve communications, the
Council has agreed to post the Year to Date
Statement of Revenue and Expenses each
month in our Newsletter and on our Bulletin
Board in the Fellowship Hall.
The remainder of the meeting was focused on
the management and rental of the Parsonage.
A motion was made to appoint an ad hoc
committee to interview several property
managers in the area and make their selection.
While other members were asked to be on the
committee, the outcome was that Bob Siemer
and Danny Bach completed the task.
Designated to represent our congregation, their
selection after completing reviews was Christie
Berg.
Mike Lynch, our Mission Support Chairman,
reported receiving over $880 for the Malaria
Campaign from our little church with the big
heart.
Blessings to all of you and have a Glorious Dei!
Barbara White, President

Gloria Dei has been invited to join
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church VBS this
year. Children ages 3 – 10 will join
mixed groups of all ages in the traditional
rotation method. Each day begins
at 9 a.m. and ends at noon.
Volunteers needed. Call Sandy Irvine
at 562-438-0929 to register
or for more information.

CALL TO SERVICE
Please STEP UP and volunteer to use your gifts
and talents to help our congregation! Join
the Parsonage Committee today and be part
of the group of creative minds that move this
project forward for our Gloria Dei members.

“For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be
our way of life.”
~Ephesians 2:10
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MISSIONS UPDATE

HEALTHY
HANDY
HINTS

Dear Partner in Ministry,
First, allow me to ask: Where time goes? I could
not believe that 2015 is almost half gone. The
older I get, the faster time goes…“So teach us to
number our days, that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom.”
How are you and yours? I do think of you through
prayers as you pray for me!
I did not get my Easter letter out to you as I did in
other years, because I was not in Beijing. I was
travelling with an ELCA group to visit the Yunnan
area. It was such a meaningful Easter service for
me. We celebrated Easter with our brothers and
sisters of Lisu minority group.
After that trip, I had other teaching trips in
different parts of the country, plus ministries in the
Beijing area. In fact, I just came back to Beijing
from a teaching trip in a mountain area.
Though my schedule is full each day, my heart
rejoices! What a privilege of being used by God
in His work! Who I am to have such an honor…
However, I do know, by God’s grace and mercy,
with your partnership in both generous giving and
faithful prayer, I can do what I do each day here
in China. I do not take all these for granted and
thank God and you all for the blessings!
I will NOT go back to the US this summer, but will
return for my Home Assignment in the summer of
2016. With great needs here, besides CE class at
Yanjing seminary, I have taught some counseling
classes and children Sunday School teachers at
different churches.
I have often been challenged, stretched, and
expanded with what I “feel” already known all
these years since I came back to China. I am
grateful for them, for His grace is sufficient for me
in my weaknesses!
Thanks again for your support! May our God
continue to bless you and yours! May God’s spirit
be upon us, so that we will have His power and
be able to serve Him by serving others!
Yours in Him, Dorcas Wang

To make a no-drippy ice pack, put a wet
sponge in a zip baggie. Freeze. When it is
needed, wrap in a dish towel and use as
needed. When it thaws it will not drip all over
you.
Clean a wood shopping block with lemon and
salt. Use kosher salt on the board, scrub with a
half lemon. Rinse well and dry.
Use cup cake liners to keep bugs out of your
beverages when relaxing in your yard or on
the boat. Poke a small hole in the liner, place
it upside down over your straw in the glass &
push down over the top of your glass.

This is my favorite. When you visit some one
who is hospitalized, bring something to remind
them you care. Take a white paper plate and
draw anything cheerful on it. Include your
name, a funny comment or two, and bring to
the bedside. If the patient is sleeping leave the
plate anyway and the person will have a
reminder that you were there. After 3 friends
decorated plates for her, a woman at the
City of Hope had people bring her more
decorated plates. She put them up all over
her room. This was a great reminder that she is
loved and people are praying for her.
Margie E. Brown
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WITH THANKS & APPRECIATION...

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
Volunteers threaded needles and tie knots all the while enjoying fellowship with other
Gloria Dei members. This project tugs at the heart strings...as these blankets are given to
kids in crisis who need some TLC in a critical circumstance! Special thanks to
Laura Subke for spearheading this important community project and working with
Long Beach Police Department — Child Abuse Division.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — JUNE 2015
1 — Monday
CHURCH COUNCIL MTG
@ 7 PM

14 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
HUNGER OFFERING &
PRAYERS OF HEALING

Happy Birthday John Satariano

22 — Monday
Happy Birthday Candy Wood
Steve & Meri Beckham Anniversary

23 — Tuesday
Happy Birthday Dolores Lovoy
Bob & Stephanie Siemer Anniversary

2 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @ 7 PM



3 — Wednesday

15 — Monday

Happy Birthday Curt Whallon

16 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @ 7 PM

25 — Thursday

JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
4 — Thursday
Vicky & Steve Gammer Anniversary

5 — Friday



A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

6 — Saturday
7 — Confirmation SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION


O.A. M TG @ 7:00 PM

8 — Monday
9 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @ 7 PM
10 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
11 — Thursday

O.A. M TG @ 7:00 PM

17 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
Dick & Giselle Berg Anniversary

18 — Thursday
ELCW LUNCH @ 11:30 AM
CLAIRE’S L.B. MUS
MUSEUM
EUM
Happy Birthday Chuck Iverson

19 — Friday



A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

20 — Saturday
21 — SUPER SUNDAY
SUMMER WORSHIP TIME
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION

26 — Friday



A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

27 — Saturday
28 — SUNDAY
SUMMER WORSHIP TIME
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION


O.A. M TG @ 7:00 PM

29 — Monday
30 — Tuesday

JULY: NEWSLETTER HIA
HIATUS
TUS

Happy Birthday Dee Perretta

FATHER’S DAY

Happy Birthday Don Johnson
Stuart & Laura Subke Anniversary

12 — Friday



24 — Wednesday

A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Richard Berg

13 — Saturday
Happy Birthday Erika Eidam
Carl & Carrol Irvin Anniversary

FIRST DAY OF SUMMER

July 2
July 6
July 7
July 7
July 10
July 11
July 11
July 13
July 14

Twyla Karkut
Martie Engle
Rebecca Bockman Brook
Dave Manley
Janeene Conter
Kay Berg
Jerry Gross
Mike Lynch
Edie Graber

GLORIA DEI EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
5872 Naples Plaza
Long Beach, California90803

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage paid
Long Beach, California
Permit No. 2190

