Reverend Steven Beckham, Pastor

5872 Naples Plaza Long Beach, California 90803-5044
Website: www.gdlclb.org
Telephone: 562.438.0929

THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...

GLORIOUS DEI . . .

GL OR IA

D EI

E VANG EL IC A L

LU T H ERA N

C HU RC H

M A Y

2 0 1 4

“You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don’t see him, yet you trust him—
with laughter and singing. Because you kept on believing, you’ll get what you’re
looking forward to: total salvation.” – 1 Peter 1:8-9 (The Message)
Salvation is a word that gets a lot of use in our scriptures and our theology. There
are whole strains of Christianity where making sure that people are “saved”—
making sure they escape hell—is the primary motive force behind evangelism.
Evangelism. There’s another loaded word, but we’ll come back to that one in
a minute.
Somewhere along history’s bumpy, stumbling path, being saved came to
mean, primarily, having your fat pulled out of the fire. Being rescued. For many
it came specifically to mean being rescued from hell or diverted from hell or
stopped from going to hell. The idea here was that hell was the default afterlife
because “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” St. Paul does say
that in Romans 3—that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But
he most emphatically does NOT say that we’re all going to an eternity of
punishment and damnation as a result. In fact, the idea of Hell as the default
afterlife is not only not to be found anywhere in scriptures, it is a direct
contradiction of the central message of the gospels. “Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.” –John 3:17 (NRSV).
There’s that word again. Saved. And in that context, it does sound a bit like
rescued. That’s fair. That is one of its meanings. But it’s not its only meaning,
not its oldest meaning, and maybe not its best meaning. Saved can also mean
healed or made whole. That is, in fact, its oldest meaning. Our English word
save comes from the Latin word salve. Change the pronunciation but not the
spelling, and you get our English word for a healing ointment—salve. To be
saved is to be salved is to be healed, to be restored.
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son.
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone
can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending
his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He
came to help, to put the world right again.” –John 3:16-17 (The Message).
To have a whole and lasting life. To put the world right again. To live in a state
of spiritual health and balance. That’s what it means to be saved. It’s not just
about the afterlife, it’s about this life here and now, too. We who follow Jesus
are called to be spiritually whole and healthy so we can bring spiritual
wholeness and health to the world.
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Now, it’s true that when we’re not living in the heart of
spiritual health we can be destroyed. We can destroy
ourselves. Life can land on us with both feet. We can
experience a kind of hell, and we certainly do want to be
rescued from that. But we don’t need to picture eternal
anguish waiting for us to really understand and appreciate
the saving, healing power of the risen Christ.
So how did the idea of being rescued from Hell come to be
the dominant understanding of being saved? Well, it was
useful. It was really handy for evangelism. Throughout the
darker centuries of human understanding, it was easy to
make people believe that perdition was most likely what was
awaiting them. The Church, God forgive us, built its numbers
and filled its coffers exploiting this idea; Hell is where you’re
going unless you embrace Jesus and do what we tell you.
That, in a nutshell, was evangelism.
And there’s that other word. Evangelism. It comes from the
Greek word euangelion which means, quite literally, Good
News. It was, in fact, the word used to announce victory.
So the Good News became “Jesus (and His Most Holy
Church) can keep you out of Hell!”
So, Church, do we have Good News without Hell? I think
we do. I think the power of Christ crucified and risen can
transform lives and lift people out of the little hells they create
for themselves. I think that the idea that God’s reign has
begun, that God’s subversive seeds have been planted to
overturn the world of greed and self-interest and business as
usual is, indeed, Good News. I think the news that we are
invited to immerse our lives in the life of God, immerse our
thinking and ideas and views and visions into the deep
waters of God’s vision for the world, that we are invited to
participate in the quiet, ongoing revolution that Jesus
started—that we are invited to the work of preventing this
world from becoming a hell is terrific news. I think it is news
that saves us.
“Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given
a brand new life and have everything to live for, including a
future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping
careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming
when you’ll have it all—life healed and whole.”—1 Peter 1:3-5
(The Message).
Pro Gloria Dei,
Pastor Steve
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COUNCIL UPDATE
Our meeting opened with joy to greet Pastor Steve, after his
leave. While we made “light” of his absence, we missed him.
Brenda Bos was an outstanding substitute. Her bible studies were
quite similar to Pastor’s methods and her sermons were
presented by memory, relevant to the scripture and meaningful
for all of us. Some fortunate congregation will be blessed to
have her in their future and we wish her God’s speed and
blessings from Gloria Dei.
Pastor plans to meet with the Small Holistic Group leaders after
“Holy Week”.
Our next Congregational Meeting and luncheon will be held
after worship on May 25th.
This is the time that we nominate new Council Members. There
are four openings for membership. Of those four, Marilyn Bittle
and Danny Bach are eligible for re-nomination. Ballots will be
enclosed in your Sunday Bulletins. Please take the time to
consider and nominate representatives of your choosing. This
is your Church, your choice, and we are blessed to have such
freedoms and should respect them.
Our Property Committee has been involved in many efforts and
has accomplished so much; resurfaced parking lot, re-location
of Sandy’s Office with additional needed space, Narthex
remodel in progress, and then most MAGNIFICENT - - the new
stained glass entry doors, so generously offered by Chris Gilissen.
Please take time to thank the people who have devoted their
efforts to accomplish these things. Walter Eidam, in spite of
“wounded knee” manages to paint doors, contact city officials,
invest time each day to see to the Parsonage and Church
problems. Randy Hoffman took on the move of Sandy’s office,
Danny Bach has been the interface to Judsen Studios for the
completion of the entry doors, Carl Irwin, was the thrust and
visionary for the Narthex and Frank Stanley has been working to
that effort daily and Bob Siemer is always ready to lend a hand..
We have two members who requested attendance to the
Synod Assembly in late May. Danny Bach and Ranae Wright
will join Pastor Steve and represent Gloria Dei during the
Assembly.
As of this writing, it is “Holy Week”, an emotional and reflective
time. This is one of the Church seasons when we are so vividly
reminded of God’s benevolent “Grace”.
Blessings to all of you and have a Glorious Dei !
Barbara White, President

Email: bjways@verizon.net
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The ELC Women are making hygiene
kits in May. Donations of soap,
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
etc. are needed. Collection box is in
the Fellowship Hall or see Laura Subke.
ALL WOMEN are invited to our first ever NO HOSTESS ELCW
meeting on Thursday, May 15th at 10:30 AM in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch and favorite (empty)
coffee/tea cup or mug and be ready for some fun!
Sunday, May 11th is "CAN-DO SUNDAY"! Please bring
non-perishable food items and place them in the collection
box in the Narthex.

Our name means The
Glory of God, so we try
to live accordingly.
Our life together as
family of faith is built
on worship, service,
education and
friendship.

BRAIN CANDY
CANDY—
— BOOKS
BRING YOUR BRAIN
We place a high premium on education for all ages, We think it’s important for Christians to really
understand their faith. We also think it’s important for people of faith to be able to think rationally,
intellectually and scientifically. It’s important that we continue to hone the powers of imagination
and creativity.
Finding God: A Treasury of Conversion Stories. Edited by
John M. Mulder. This book is a wonderful reminder of those
conversion moments we’ve all had.
The Gift: Poems by Hafiz, the Great Sufi Master. Translation by
Daniel Ladinsky. Wonderful poems from a man whose love
for God transcended religion.
Take This Bread: The Spiritual Memoir of a Twenty-first-century
Christian. Sara Miles.
Anne Lamott calls this “The most amazing book,” so you know
it must be good.

GRACIOUS GIVING
Gentle Reminders…THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE!


If you have a box of tithing envelopes, please use them as it’s helpful for our
volunteer corps of counters.



Please write your NAME on all giving envelopes — also note the amount and
what event/need/program you want it to be recorded and used for.



If you use a pew envelope, please include your NAME, AMOUNT, & DATE.
It’s not necessary to include your address unless it is your 1st time to give —
enter your address and phone number on a worship card.



Thank you for continuing to sponsor our Sunday worship flowers — the cost
remains at $15.
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CHINA MINISTRY UPDAT
UPDATE
E — DORCUS WANG
Dear Partner in Ministry,
How are you and yours? You are in my prayers as I
am in yours. May our God continue to work in and
through us for His glory!
With thanksgiving two things specifically I would like
to share.
First, I went to the Lutheran Theological Seminary
(LTS) of Hong Kong for two-week continuing
education in February. With ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and BICF (Beijing
International Christian Fellowship) support and my
dear ELCA missionary friends’ hospitality, my study
trip became true. I attended some classes, did
some research at the library, and talked with some
professors for new ideas on teaching, especially
regarding Christian Education. As you know, I have
been teaching with very limited resources at
Yanjing Seminary of Beijing on Christian Education
since I returned to China.
Among many things, one thing I have really missed
is the two-week continuing education I received
when I was ministering in the US. One cannot give
without receiving new knowledge and ideas. Also,
a Chinese saying says, “The cleverest housewife
cannot cook a meal without rice (巧妇难为无米之
炊).” Resources on Christianity in general and on
Christian education in particular in China are very
limited. But HK has many resources, both in Chinese
and English. To be a good steward, I wrote down
the English book names from LTS library. I ordered
them at used bookstores online. Oh, how much I
enjoyed, valued and appreciated this study trip to
HK, also an added bonus was good air and safer
food. This is the first opportunity for me to have
continuing education since I came back to China
in 2008.
Second, in March I got a letter from ELCA Global
Mission stating that my status has changed to a
Long Term Mission Personnel effective July 1, 2014. I
know you all will be as happy as I am for this good
news, since you have been praying with me for this.
I thank God for ELCA vision and mission for my
homeland, China. I thank God for you all and for
those congregations who support me with faithful
prayer and generous giving. Through you all my
ministry in China was made possible.
With more and more people at BICF leaving BJ or
China, because of air pollution and food issues, the

preacher last Sunday humorously said to us, “We
should count the blessing of breathing the air in BJ
which many others do not have a chance …” He
also asked, “Should we forsake a big city like BJ?”
He challenged people to think about why we have
been put here at this time and in this place. Yes, we
humans make choices all the time. After all, life is a
choice. It is very understandable for those who
have left. We bless them. I am thankful that I am put
here at this time and in this place. I truly know I am
NOT better and stronger than anyone. I am so
human and weak. Though I have a choice, this
heart of serving God in China is not mine, but He
has given me since the first time I came to the US in
1985. I am grateful for God’s answering my prayers
all these years.
It is known that the needs in China are great! I
have more requests for training outside of BJ plus
more ministry opportunities in different areas this
year. I came back from a village not long ago
without internet access, and will leave to provide
more training after Easter.
Before leaving for the village, my nose was running
like a water pipe with a very bad sneeze. My voice
was almost gone. BTW, due to the air pollution,
many people have respiratory problems like a bad
cold. I let the people at the village know my
condition and they prayed for me at their 5am
prayer meeting. When I got to their place I was fine
and carried on for 4 day training from morning until
evening. This trip was quite an adventure. I left BJ
by a fast train for about 3 hours. Then I took a long
distance bus about 1 1/2 hours. People went to the
bus stop to pick me up for another 30-min. drive
coming to the village. About 60 workers were there
waiting for me.
God is faithful and gracious! The more work I do, the
more I am humbled and honored. I am being used
by God to serve His people in His place at His time!
Thanks so very much again for your partnership and
fellowship in God’s mission! Not alone in this work!
Please do pray for me, especially for a good health
under the circumstances here, that I will be able to
do more for His glory!
You all also take good care!
May God in Christ strengthen us by His resurrected
power!
Blessings, Dorcas
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Lutheran Social Services Community Care Long Beach/South Bay
Long time Area Director of Long Beach LSS, Ruth Foelber, is now working from her home
on a consulting basis with LSS. Ruth had to take a medical leave and George Bell has
taken her place. Ruth Foelber and Gloria Dei had a long, close relationship and she will be
greatly missed. If you wish to send her a card of appreciation and well wishes, please mail
it to :
Ruth Foelber c/o Wendy Rubio Lutheran Social Services
1611 Pine Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90813

With Ruth away and Pastor Josh Ebener of Trinity Lutheran having taken another call in
Chicago, transitions and temporary assignments have meant adjustments. A Spanish
speaking pastor is sought to lead Saturday worship. Pastor Marta Moscoso, pastor at Fe y
Esperanza, was covering until this month. We are grateful to keep Wendy Rubio, Ruth’s
very capable program assistant.
The Saturday tutoring program at Trinity Lutheran has been serving 30 children, and 15
parents taking computer lessons with lunch prepared by volunteers. On April 12 LSS hosted
a luncheon at their facility for the Saturday group of children, their parents, and guests
which included an Easter movie, crafts, and 60 Easter bags prepared by our Gloria Dei
ELCAW group.
During the month of March the Healthy Families program at LSS held workshops for
parents in English, Spanish, and Kamai (Cambodian) given by the Long Beach Alliance for
Children with Asthma. In April the American Red Cross was there to teach Earthquake
Preparedness in Spanish and English. In May, hopes are for Healthy Families workshops to
be given to teach about heart disease and diabetes.
The most pressing current needs are first for baby diapers, then for Enfamil formula and
hygiene kits. Clothing for adults to wear at job interviews is also needed. In the past, there
was sharing of supplies between agencies such as Precious Life who gave LSS their surplus
clothing. Now Precious Life, as others, is receiving far fewer donations so there are no extras
for LSS. That also means more applicants for grants. Formerly, competition for grant money
was between 10 applicants; now it’s between 50 applicants, all of which are worthy.
LSS Long Beach/South Bay again convey their deep gratitude to Gloria Dei for
continuing generosity and prayer support. They stated that they feel blessed to have
Gloria Dei as their partner.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — MAY 2014
1 — Thursday

12 — Monday
GARDEN CLUB @ 1 PM

2 — Friday



A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

3 — Saturday

Happy Birthday Jim Ferrero

4 — SUNDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

5 — Monday
CHURCH COUNCIL MTG
@ 7 PM
6 — Tuesday
BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM
7 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
8 — Thursday
Gary & Peggy Bockman Anniversary
Happy Birthday Michael Engle

9 — Friday



13 — Tuesday
BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM

A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Dianne Keil

10 — Saturday
PACIFIC FLUTE ENSEMLE @ 4 PM

14 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
Happy Birthday Jack Berg

15 — Thursday
ELCW LUNCH @ 10:30 AM




17 — Saturday
18 — SUNDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

Newsletter Deadline
19 — Monday
Mike & Martie Engle Anniversary

20 — Tuesday
BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM
21 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
22 — Thursday



Happy Birthday Helen Liesenberg

O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

26 — Monday
MEMORIAL DAY

A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

23 — Friday

MOTHER’S
DAY

25 — SUNDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING & LUNCH

16 — Friday

11 — ‘CAN DO’ SUNDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

24 — Saturday

A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Nancy Sansum

27 — Tuesday
BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM
Happy Birthday Richard Hoover

28 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
29 — Thursday
Ascension of our LORD
30 — Friday



A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. M TG @ 6:00 PM

24 — Saturday
Happy Birthday Christy Berg
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