Reverend Steven Beckham, Pastor

5872 Naples Plaza Long Beach, California 90803-5044
Website: www.gdlclb.org
Telephone: 562.438.0929

GLORIOUS DEI . . .

G L O R I A

D E I

E V A N G E L I C A L

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

J U L Y

2 0 1 4

THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...
If you haven’t been part of our Sunday morning Adult Ed Study, Occupy the
Gospels, you’ve missed out on an enlightening and stimulating study and discussion
that has taken all of us who participated into a deeper level of understanding of
why each gospel is so different from the others and just what each of the gospels is
all about. We’ve done a close reading of each gospel examining such questions
as who was it originally written for, what kinds of stresses and pressures were they
dealing with in that community, why does Jesus say things one way in this gospel
but differently in another gospel, and so on.
If you’re going to call yourself a follower of Jesus, an apprentice of Jesus, it’s
important to be deeply familiar with what Jesus said and did. In his tract How
Christians Should Regard Moses, Martin Luther stated that we are not really properly
equipped to understand the rest of the Bible unless we first come to a clear understanding of the gospels.
One advantage of doing a close reading together in a group is that very often
others will spot things you haven’t seen before or ask questions that hadn’t occurred to you. I honestly couldn’t tell you how many times I’ve been through the
gospels, but in our class together, I was frequently seeing new things or seeing them
from a different perspective than I had before. And sometimes that new little thing
I saw would sit with me for weeks and make me rethink a lot of other things about
my faith and my understanding of my faith.
Here’s a case in point. The 25th chapter of Matthew has always been important
to me. I’ve even sometimes called myself a “Matthew 25” Christian. This chapter is
the only place in the gospels where Jesus, himself, describes the final judgment,
where the “sheep” are separated from the “goats,” and the criteria are not at all
what a lot of people expect. He doesn’t say a word about what you believe or
don’t believe. There is no mention of whether or not you accepted him as your
personal Lord and Savior or invited him into your heart or any of those other
popular ideas that some people think are the doorway to being “saved.” Nope.
Nothing like that at all. No statement of creed. No tally of church attendance. Not
a bit of it. Instead, the final exam is all about one thing and one thing only: how well
did you take care of people who were in need?
34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
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Thoughts Along the Way Continues….

A few years ago I realized that the “sheep” in this text, the people who did these good things
and are being rewarded and inheriting the kingdom, are quite surprised to find that they are, in
fact, the Grand Prize Winners! They didn’t know that by taking care of those in need they were also
taking care of Jesus, himself. They just did it because it was the right thing to do.
Rereading this text in our class a few weeks ago, though, I was suddenly hit between the eyes by
yet another little epiphany. Words I had read maybe hundreds of times before suddenly hit me in a
way I just had not thought of before.
And this time it was the flip side of the coin. This time it was the “goats,” who got my attention-you know, the ones who did not feed the hungry or visit the sick or give a drink to the thirsty, the
ones who ignored those in need, or worse, went out of their way to do nothing for them.
41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink…

These are the words that hit me like a ton of bricks: “You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” I confess, I’m not real big on the idea of Hell
and eternal punishment. I like to think that God’s grace trumps everything in the end. On the other
hand, the punishment motif crops up several times in the Gospel of Matthew, so in this gospel, at
least, it is kind of unavoidable. But seeing that the “goats” get punished wasn’t the thing that arrested me. It was that they were being consigned to a punishment prepared for the devil and his angels. In other words, the failure to take care of those in need is not merely a “failure” or sin of oversight. It is something far worse. It is evil. If the punishment is the measure of its severity as a sin, then
the failure to care for those in need is demonic.
I think the ramifications of this are huge. Jesus, as I read it here, is saying that any actions on our
part that deprive those in need of food, water, clothing, shelter or medical care, actions that
deprive the imprisoned of hope and comfort, actions that alienate the stranger-- such actions are
evil, even demonic, if the punishment is a measure of the crime.
We here at the little church with a big heart have much to be proud of in the ways we have
fulfilled the positive side of this equation. We have been wonderfully generous in feeding, clothing
and providing for those in need. Our benevolence is extraordinary, and I am so proud, as your
pastor, of this congregation’s generosity in spirit and in practice. I know and trust that we will keep
up the good work that leads us into God’s presence.
But think about those “goats.” As you read the headlines or watch the news, as you watch what
our elected officials are voting for or against, what they are funding or not funding, remembering
that they do all this in our name as our representatives, think about those “goats.” Think about the
final exam as Jesus describes it. Think about how Jesus sees it. Are we on the road to inherit the
Kingdom? Or are we stumbling toward that place prepared for the devil and his angels?
Pro Gloria Dei, Pastor Steve
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MY FANTASTIC
GRANDDAUGHTER

— MARILYN RUSSEL BIT
BITTLE
TLE—
TLE—

As most of you know and observed Lanae Marie
was confirmed on June 8th in a beautiful
service. Her confirmation culminated three years of
study. The last year was spent studying with the
Pastor. She enjoyed her study so much she is trying
to figure out a way she can continue studying with
the Pastor.
Lanae was promoted from middle school to high
school on the 12th. It was a beautiful day for
Lanae. She was given the DAR, Daughters of the
American Revolution Award for excellence in
history, the Principals Merit Award for outstanding
merit and contributions to Rogers Middle School.
She was also given the President's Excellence in
Education award. Lanae will attend Poly High
School next year. She has been accepted in
the PACE program. She will continue with her
music in Symphonic Winds, swim with the Swim
team, take French, Algebra 2 and speech and
debate. I'm sure there is more because I know she
will have eight classes. She loves school and she
enjoys doing homework. Her off time is spent
writing poems and stories, and reading at least
two books a week.
Lanae is a beautiful, talented and gifted young
lady. I am an extremely proud grandmother. I am
also proud of her parents and Teri. They have
nurtured and guided her and provide an environment that has matured her talent and intellect.

ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE
DINNER IN NAPLES

“We can be mirrors that brightly reflect
the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of
the Lord works within us, we become
more and more like Him.”
~ II Corinthians 3:108

ELCW UPDATE

ANNUAL LUNCHEON @ CL
CLAIRE’S
AIRE’S
— LONG BEACH ART MUS
MUSEUM
EUM —
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CONGREGATION UPDATE
— BARBARA WHITE, PRE
PRESIDENT
SIDENT —

Your Council met on June 2 and nominated
new officers for the coming year. The meeting
was well attended. Pastor’s report to Council
addressed his appreciation to Sandy Irvine for
her unwavering sense of commitment to her
duties, even in times of extreme difficulty. His
comment was “She never missed a beat.” We all
admire her strength of faith and service to Gloria
Dei. Pastor Steve has written a second letter to
VBS Alumni, which included an offer of possible
financial assistance to families with more than
one child. Response has been limited and we
hope this will improve in the coming weeks.
The Council Retreat planned for late June will
be postponed until September, due to conflicts
in member’s schedules. We hope to find a date
that will accommodate every member.
I will serve as President for the coming year,
and am so pleased that Bob Siemer will serve as
Vice President and Gwen Gross will continue as
Secretary. Our new members are Phil Como and
Mike Lynch and Danny Bach was re-elected for
another three year term. We have a wonderful
mix of talents and experience on our Council
and we intend to serve you faithfully.
Another order of business was to spend the
excess of 2013 income. The cost of the Narthex
remodel was approximately $6,000. This paid for
the mural, flooring, ceiling, lighting and trim
materials. Thanks to Walter, who likes to paint
and Frank who took on the demo, Mike Engel,
and Carl with his concept and contacts put in
some hours too. It is not yet complete, but
additional costs will be minimal.
The remaining $6,600 of undistributed income
was given equally to our Mission Partners, LSS
Food Bank in Long Beach and Beach Progressives.
I wish also to give thanks and recognition to
Committee Chairs and members. Erika Eidam
has her fingers on the pulse of those who need
our prayers. She is constantly alert to those
missing or in trouble and then communicates to

her Shepherds. This is such an important part of
our membership concern and she does a
remarkable service for us. Peggy Huggard and
Marilyn Bittle are always there to bring good
food to our gatherings and make them special.
Nancy Kahakauwila and Gwen Gross and
members of the Mission Committee should be
commended for their efforts to address the
needs of our Mission Partners. There are others.
Gary Bockman has served as Treasurer for over
14 years and Peggy Bockman is our editor who
so
professionally orchestrates our monthly newsletter. All of this, while both work full time. Twyla
Karkut has been our Financial Secretary for as
long as I can remember and this year you will
receive semi-annual rather than quarterly statements. Efficiency is good.
I know I have probably forgotten someone
and trust they will forgive me, because God
knows who they are. What all of these wonderful
people do, they do because they wish to, not for
thanks or recognition and we are so blessed in
their giving.
Last, in my thoughts is the Choir, who I think will
agree, that we receive much more than we
give. Each and every day the words of the
anthems and the beautiful music come into our
minds. Some sing the music for their personal
devotions. Most, if not all, feel it is a GIFT. If you
love to sing, join us this fall. You will be enriched
and we would welcome a few more voices.
The Sanctuary is now freshly painted, the cost of
which was previously reserved for in our spending
plan.
My sincere wish is for “GOD’s Blessings” to all of
you. We are Gloria Dei, the little, but growing,
Church with a Big Heart.

“Integrate what you believe in every single area
of your life. Take your heart to work and ask the
most and best of everybody else too.”
~ Meryl Streep
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Vacation Bible School decorations
became a work of art.

Lanae helps John put up a
homemade Crop Walk banner.

JOHN IRVINE — CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Our friend John Irvine went home to our heavenly Father on May 14. Family and friends gathered
at Rose Hills Cemetery in Whittier on Thursday, May 22, followed by a memorial service at Gloria Dei
that afternoon. John’s contributions to Glorious Dei will long be remembered by our congregation.

He loved his family.

John and Sandy were married 27 years.
Farewell...We will miss his
gentle spirit.

His last toy was a '40 Ford Pick-up.

GLORIOUS DEI...
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COMMUNION ON THE MOON
— MARGIE BROWN —

Forty-three years ago two human beings changed history by walking on the surface of the moon.
But what happened before Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong exited the Lunar Module is perhaps even
more amazing, if only because so few people know about it. "I'm talking about the fact that Buzz
Aldrin took communion on the surface of the moon. Some months after his return, he wrote about it
in Guideposts magazine.
The background to the story is that Aldrin was an elder at his Presbyterian Church in Texas during
this period in his life and knowing that he would soon be doing something unprecedented in human
history, he felt he should mark the occasion somehow. He asked his minister to help him. And so the
minister consecrated a communion wafer and a small vial of communion wine. Buzz Aldrin took
them with him out of the Earth's orbit and on to the surface of the moon. He and Armstrong had only
been on the lunar surface for a few minutes when Aldrin made the following public statement:
‘This is the LM pilot. I'd like to take this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and wherever
they may be, to pause for a moment and contemplate the events of the past few hours and to give
thanks in his or her own way.’

He then ended radio communication and there, on the silent surface of the moon, 250,000 miles
from home, he read a verse from the Gospel of John and he took communion.
Here is his own account of what happened: "In the radio blackout, I opened the little plastic
packages which contained the bread and the wine. I poured the wine into the chalice our church
had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully came up
the side of the cup. Then I read the scripture :
‘I am the vine, you are the branches. Whosoever abides in me will bring forth much fruit ... Apart from me
you can do nothing.'
"I had intended to read my communion passage back to earth, but at the last minute [they] had
requested that I not do this. NASA was already embroiled in a legal battle with Madelyn Murray O'Hare,
the celebrated opponent of religion, over the Apollo 8 crew reading from Genesis while orbiting the
moon at Christmas. I agreed reluctantly."
"I ate the tiny Host and swallowed the wine. I gave thanks for the intelligence and spirit that had brought
two young pilots to the Sea of Tranquility . It was interesting for me to think the very first liquid ever poured
on the moon and the very first food eaten there, were the communion elements."
"And of course, it 's interesting to think that some of the first words spoken on the moon were the words of
Jesus Christ , who made the Earth and the moon - and who, in the immortal words of Dante, is Himself the
"Love that moves the Sun and other stars."

How many of you knew this? Too bad this type of news doesn't 't travel as fast as the bad news
does. Share it if you've felt God's love.
Jesus said, "If you are ashamed of me, I will be ashamed of you before My Father on Judgment
Day." God Bless America !

GROWING IN FAITH, LIFTED BY HOPE, GUIDED BY LOVE
WWW.GDCLB.ORG

JOIN US FOR SUMMER W
WORSHIP
ORSHIP AT 10:00 AM

JULY 2014
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — JULY 2014
1 — Tuesday
Mike & Georgie Lynch Anniversary

2 — Wednesday
SEAN LANIGAN ORDI
ORDINATION
NATION @
7:30 PM ST. LUKE’S IN LONG BEACH
Happy Birthday Twyla Karkut

11 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

12 — Saturday
13 — SUNDAY

3 — Thursday

SUMMER WORSHIP
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION

4 — Friday
INDEPENDENCE
DAY!

22 — Tuesday
23 — Wednesday

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

14 — Monday
15 — Tuesday

24 — Thursday
25 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

5 — Saturday

26 — Saturday

6 — SUNDAY

27 — SUNDAY
SUMMER WORSHIP
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION

SUMMER WORSHIP
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Martie Engle

7 — Monday
CHURCH COUNCIL MT
MTG
G
@ 7 PM

16 — Wednesday
Happy Birthday Eileen Salsgiver

17 — Thursday
Happy Birthday Bernie Vaaler

Happy Birthday Rebecca Brook
Happy Birthday Dave Manley

18 — Friday

8 — Tuesday




9 — Wednesday
10 — Thursday

A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

19 — Saturday
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
20 — SUNDAY
SUMMER WORSHIP
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Gabriel, Michael,
& Rachel Henderson

21 — Monday
Happy Birthday Nancy Brown

28 — Monday
Happy Birthday Sue Schaar

29 — Tuesday
Happy Birthday Mike Caldwell

30 — Wednesday
31 — Thursday
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