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For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
be destroyed but may have everlasting life. For God did not send his son into the world to judge the
world, but so that the world could be saved through him.
– John 3:16-17, translation by Richmond Lattimore

You get used to hearing a thing a certain way and it’s hard to hear it any other
way. You get used to seeing things a certain way and it’s hard to see them any
other way. It’s not just attitude or stubbornness that does this, it’s at least partly the
way our brains work. The human brain, says psychologist James Alcock, is a belief
engine. It automatically creates neural pathways to reinforce the patterns, ideas
and meanings that we already know and it automatically reacts with
wariness to anything that doesn’t quite fit the familiar paradigm.
Take that Bible verse above, for instance. John 3:16 is the most memorized verse
in all the Christian scriptures. But I think most of us learned to see it and hear it a
certain way when we were small. First, if your experience is like mine, you learned
it in Sunday School and you learned it in isolation from what comes before it and
after it. You memorized it and treasured it, but it pretty much stood alone in your
mind, isolated from the story of Nicodemus, set apart from the very important
message that Jesus didn’t come to judge but to save. I was a full grown adult
before Pr. Darcy Jensen called my attention to that very important verse 17, and
frankly, I was a bit gob smacked! Jesus did not come to judge (or condemn,
depending on your translation) but to save!
And to save what? Well, the world, of course. Except not exactly the whole world,
because most of us, I think, thought of “the world” as “the people,” the “everyone”
the “whosoever” from verse 16. So what we really heard was “God so loved the
people that he gave his only son…” And that’s okay as far as it goes except that
the word for “world” in the original Greek text is kosmos. As in cosmos. As in all
creation. God loves all creation. Jesus came to save all creation!
And there’s that verb to save again. Most of us learned, I think, that this meant
Jesus would rescue us from a very painful and nasty afterlife that was the default
destination for everyone except his special pals. And yes, to save can mean to
rescue. But it can also mean to heal, to make whole, to restore, to preserve.
The point of all this is that sometimes new information does break through the old
patterns so that we can see and hear old, familiar things in new ways and our
world is enlarged. Sometimes that new information can be life-changing.
Continued on page 2
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In The Bromeliad Trilogy by Terry Pratchett, Masklin, a gnome, tries
to come to grips with all the strange ways that new information
has been turning their comfortable little gnome world upside
down. He does a capable job of leading their community
through a nearly catastrophic series of changes, but the power of
new information doesn’t really hit home with him until his girlfriend,
Grimma, discovers an encyclopedia. New information changes
her world, and by extension, his. He laments to a friend,
“I told her we were going to get married, and all she could talk about
was frogs. She said there’s these hills where it’s hot and rains all the time,
and in the rainforests there are these very tall trees and right in the top
branches of the trees there are these like great big flowers called…
bromeliads, I think, and water gets into the flowers and makes little pools
and there’s a type of frog that lays eggs in the pools and tadpoles
hatch and grow into new frogs and these little frogs live their whole lives
in the flowers right at the top of the trees and don’t even know about
the ground, and once you know the world is full of things like that, your
life is never the same.”

Once you know, your life is never the same. “Knowing things
changes you,” says Masklin in a later chapter. “You can’t help it.”
And maybe that’s another reason we resist new information
because once we see something in a new and different way, we
can’t unsee it. But the transformative power of our faith lies, at
least in part, in our ability to see the world and each other with
fresh eyes. We are to continually be transformed by the renewing
of our minds.
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This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one
and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed;
by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.
God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point
an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to
help, to put the world right again. –John 3:16-17 (The Message)
For centuries our theology has, for the most part, been
anthropomorphic—centered on humanity, on us. But we don’t
have to change too much in the way we read or hear our sacred
texts to develop a theology of ecology. For God so loved the
cosmos… This is how much God loved all of creation...
God, in Christ, is certainly calling us to do whatever we can to
rescue the people of this world from the various and sundry
miseries that can make life a living hell. But if we read it just a little
differently, with new information, we might see that we, in Christ,
are really being called to an even bigger job, to the healing and
restoration of the whole world. All of it… including those tiny frogs
who live in their tiny pools in the bromeliads in the tops of the
Amazon trees.
Pro Gloria Dei, Pastor Steve

MAY 2014

Page 3

HE IS RISEN — HE IS RISEN, INDEED
Our April meeting
was a bit longer
than most as
there was much
to discuss.
Our Annual May
Congregation
Meeting will be
held on May 17
plan to attend
this awesome
lunch gathering!
Plan to join in the
discussions and
be an active
participant in
your church
community.

SUMMER 2015
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS will be a joining of
children from Gloria Dei, Trinity
and Our Saviours Lutheran to
be held at Our Saviours. The
date will be the week of July
27 through 31st, with half-day
sessions. It will be a wonderful
opportunity for our children to
be part of a very large group,
with lots of space to learn,
sing and play.

As you know, a special meeting of the Congregation met on April 12,
to determine the sale or continued rental of our Parsonage. The outcome
of the vote was to sell the Parsonage. While the meeting was conducted
in accordance with Constitutional requirements, there were complaints
that enough time for consideration, had not been allowed.

Please give
prayerful
consideration to
be a part of the
leadership team
elected to be a
representative
voice of our
congregants.
There are FIVE
openings
available for
Council. If you
wish to be a
member of your
Council please
submit your name
to be placed on
the ballot. Thanks
in advance for
your call to serve
your community!
We need your
time & talents!

Your Council heard your voice. A divided congregation benefits no one and another course
to follow is proposed.
There will be a special meeting following service on May 3rd, to consider an alternative
proposal. It will allow ample time and a committee to pursue all of the aspects of sale versus
rental. Please be present, as you must be present in order to vote. You will have received a
letter informing you of the alternative measure.
Council Members have my sincere appreciation for their diligence, time and effort and their
respect for Gloria Dei’s congregation. I believe that what every member of our church values
most is a place of worship that resonates peace and good fellowship.
Blessings to all of you and have a Glorious Dei!
Barbara White, President

Email: bjways@verizon.net
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GRACIOUS GIVING
Meet Maria…

LSS Community Care is honored and blessed to have Maria
Cruz Fernandez as a part of the Long Beach Pantry —
volunteering for ministry, in service to Christ, bringing hope
and help to so many of God’s children who have nowhere
else to turn. Your financial support for LSS Community Care
centers allows Maria and all LSS staff/volunteers to embrace
our sisters and brothers in Long Beach.

Maria Cruz Fernandez could have concluded that being poor and unemployed was all life offered
to her family. But she has always been a person of faith, and she knew there must be a way out of
despair and into hope.
She and her husband, Joel, have four children between the ages of 17 and 42, and 8 grandchildren
from 4 months to 18 years old. They have an awesome life together today, quite different than when
they moved to Southern California. Twenty six years ago Maria’s husband was unemployed, and
they did not have enough money to provide for their young children. A friend told Maria about a
service agency on Pine Street in Long Beach: Lutheran Social Services of Southern California.
Maria came to LSS the next day and received the groceries she needed to feed her family. She
came many times after that, and she always went home with necessary provisions, and a sense that
the people at LSS really did care about her and those she loved. Later on Maria took a class on English as a Second Language at our LSS Community Care Center, and that helped her communicate
with, and relate to, her friends in the Long Beach neighborhood. That was then. But this is now.
Once her husband found employment, Maria showed up at the Long Beach LSS center and offered
to work as a volunteer. They had given to her, and she wanted to give back to others. She has been
in charge of the LSS food pantry there for the last 24 years, and she never misses a day.
Her warm smile, her eyes that shine with hope and her heart that overflows with the love of Christ.
Maria supervises the pantry and makes certain all volunteers complete their daily tasks. She runs an
efficient program that ensures every client receives personal assistance, and that all of them are
treated with dignity and respect.
In August 2006 Maria was diagnosed with cervical cancer, and she underwent chemotherapy treatment. Even with that challenge, she still reported to work every day at LSS. Maria says that because
of her medical struggle she has learned to be kinder to all people, and tries always to feel the pain
of every person she meets.
For 2½ decades Maria has stood faithfully between those who have serious needs, and those who
provide significant aid. She is an awesome example of the way in which LSS Community Care has
reached out in compassion all over Southern California to embrace God’s children who need both
a ‘hand out’ and a ‘hand up’ during a downturn in their journey of life.
Not everyone can volunteer, of course. But, with your gift, YOU can help turn despair into hope for
many in our Long Beach community. www.lsscommunitycare.org

God bless you this Holy Season of the year!

EMBRACE. EQUIP. EMPOWER.
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SPREADING JOY & CHAN
CHANGING
GING LIVES
The awesome team consists
of 18 caring individuals
(see list). Contact the church
office to learn how to serve in
this capacity.
Marilyn Bittle
Margie Brown
Peggy Bockman Nancy Brown
Karen Como
Erika Eidam
Sarah Fuller
Vickie Gammer
Dianne Keil
Donna Malbon
Meryln Robbins
Nancy Sansum
Stephanie Siemer Janet Sims
Laura Subke
Barbara White
Peggy Huggard
Nancy Kahakauwila

GROWING IN FAITH
LIFTED BY HOPE
GUIDED BY LOVE

— Glorious Shepherds —
Special thanks to the high
energy, upbeat leader of
this group — Erika Eidam!
The life-giving mutual relation
between the good shepherd
and the sheep is the very
same life-giving mutual
relation that exists between
Jesus and the Father.
Martin Luther said we are
‘little Christs’ to one another;
so we are good shepherds,
as well.

~1 John 3:16

GOD’S WORK,
OUR HANDS!

DOLORES GEISSER BURT (LOVOY) has joined the Choir Eternal to raise
her beautiful voice with all the angels and saints. She crossed the
threshold of time on April 14, 2015, passing peacefully into eternity
from her Long Beach home.
Dolores joined Gloria Dei in 1955 where she used her gifts as lead
soloist for 50 years. The family asks that her friends honor her memory
by going to see an opera, a musical or a symphony. Also gifts may be made to
the Make-a-Wish Foundation in memory of Dolores Burt.
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TURNING THE PAGE — JESUS CALLING
Two days ago, great anguish filled our hearts, a grandchild was in the emergency room. He had
collapsed into a coma, dropping into our daughter’s arms. The three younger siblings quickly did
what they do best. Clara, mommy’s helper, helped drag her brother to the sofa. Practical Bryan
dialed 911. And Kevin, thoughtful observer that he is, began to pray and pray.
Pastor Steve’s sermon last Sunday resonated again in my heart: “Peace, peace,” he said,
admonishing us and also blessing us. Peace. Quickly we packed and left to help our kids in
whatever situation we would encounter. Peace.
Rush hour, heavy traffic, red lights; Peace. Forgot pills, doubled-back, started again; Peace. The
freeway onramp is clogged and we have two hours to go. The 22, the 57, the 91… but where are
all the cars? We had not seen the freeway so empty in decades. In record time we arrived at the
hospital. Peace.
Sean was sitting up and smiling, his cheeks were pink. He was “over the worst of it” the doctor said.
He has Type 1 Diabetes and his blood sugar had gotten dangerously low. He is home now. He is
well. He is alive.
When we got home, I picked up my devotional, “Jesus Calling.” Here is the day’s reading: “Do not
be afraid, for I am with you, hear me saying peace, be still to your restless heart, no matter what
happens.” I read on. (the author adds very relevant Bible references, too.)
Yes, my soul said. I am listening, I rest in you. I was grateful for the preparation on Sunday and the
affirmation on Monday. Peace was mine!
I am learning that Jesus calls us continually. In the most delightful way His presence is made known.
Jesus Calling has helped me keep a daily practice of listening and hearing. Of all my habits, this is
the one I recommend to you.
You can find this book at Amazon.com.

Author: Sarah Young

Reviewed by Georgie Lynch
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — MAY 2015
1 — Friday


A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM

2 — Saturday

3 — SUNDAY
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
SPECIAL MEETING: PARSONAGE
O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

4 — Monday
CHURCH COUNCIL MTG
@ 7 PM
Happy Birthday
Everett Parker

5 — Tuesday
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM

12 — Tuesday
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM

21 — Thursday
ELCW LUNCH @ 10:30 AM

13 — Wednesday
CONFIRMATION @ 4:00 PM
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM



Happy Birthday Jim Ferrero

22 — Friday
23 — Saturday
Happy Birthday
Nancy Sansum

14 — Thursday
Happy Birthday Jack Berg

15 — Friday


24 — SUNDAY
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM

16 — Saturday

QUILTING EXTRAVAGAZA
10 AM — 2 PM
LUNCH & FELLOWSHIP

A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM

O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

25 — Monday

MEMORIAL
DAY

6 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
7 — Thursday
8 — Friday


A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM

Gary & Peggy Bockman Anniversary
Happy Birthday Michael Engle

9 — Saturday
Happy Birthday Dianne Keil

10 — SUNDAY

MOTHER’S
DAY
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
PR AYERS FOR HEALING
**PACIFIC FLUTE ENSEMLE @ 4 PM
O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

11 — Monday
GARDEN CLUB @ 1 PM
Happy Birthday Helen Liesenberg

17 — SUNDAY
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
NEW MEMBER WELCOME
& NOISY OFFERING
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING & LUNCH
O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

Newsletter Deadline
18 — Monday
Happy Birthday
Pastor Steve

19 — Tuesday
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM
Mike & Martie Engle Anniversary
P.A. & Brooke White Anniversary

20 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM

26 — Tuesday
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 7 PM
27 — Wednesday
CONFIRMATION @ 4:00 PM
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
Happy Birthday Richard Hoover

28 — Thursday
29 — Friday


A.A. M TG.@ 1:00 PM

30 — Saturday
31 — SUNDAY
ADULT BIBLE STUDY @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. M TG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday
Christy Berg
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