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The light shines on in the darkness, and the darkness has not
understood it. – John 1:5 (Mounce NT)
Fast away the old year passes, hail the new, ye lads and lasses. Here in the
northern hemisphere the nights are longer and colder as we approach the
winter solstice and it’s easy, sometimes, to think that the world, itself, is getting
darker and colder. Thank God Advent and Christmas come when they do,
right when we most need the light and the warmth.
As early as 325 C.E., Christianity appropriated the Roman holiday of Saturnalia
and transformed it into a birthday celebration for Jesus. Saturnalia was a huge
annual festival in the pre-Christian Roman Empire; it was pretty much an
empire-wide carnival that ran from December 17-23 with lots of feasting,
gambling and gamboling, masquerades, and role reversals. As the empire
became Christian, the annual festival was too popular and beloved to give up
altogether, so they baptized it then moved the start date to December 25 and
expanded it from 7 days to 12 so that it ended on the Feast of the Epiphany.
Not everyone in the Church, however, went along with the “conversion” of
Saturnalia. In the Eastern Church they stuck tenaciously to the earlier tradition
of celebrating the birth of Christ on January 6 and 7, with the Feast of the
Epiphany on January 6 doing double duty as Christmas Eve and January 7
being Christmas day, a practice the Orthodox churches still observe to this day.
Like our celebration of Christmas, itself, many of our cherished Christmas
traditions have pagan origins. The feasting and merriment come to us from
Saturnalia, the Roman festival in honor of the god Saturn. The Christmas tree
and the Yule log come to us from the Gothic/Germanic/Norse festival of
Yuletide, a two month revel of feasts called Giuli, in honor of Odin, the Yule
Father. Santa Clause, too, bears some resemblance to the long-bearded Yule
Father, Odin.
Despite their pagan origins, however, all of our beloved Christmas symbols
have been “baptized” to symbolize aspects of our faith. The Christmas
evergreens, including the tree, represent the gift of eternal life. The Yule log
represents the light and warmth of God’s love for us. Even the Yule Father
came to be refigured after St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, who was famous for
his generosity and was nicknamed Nicholas the Wonderworker. That this figure
has since morphed into a jolly old elf who slides down chimneys could be
considered a bit of a backslide toward paganism, but we don’t have to see it
that way. I like to think of him as an embodiment of the spirit of generosity that
God seeks to awaken within all of us as we shower each other with unexpected gifts, both spiritual and material.
...Continues on Page 2
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And then came Advent. It might seem odd to talk about Advent
after discussing the origins of Christmas since Advent precedes
Christmas and is a season of preparation for Christmas, but most of
the evidence suggests that the observation of Advent, as a season,
began some time later than the celebration of Christmas. It’s not
known exactly when the Church began the observation of Advent.
Some old-school historians assert that it dates back to the time of
the apostles, but there is no actual evidence to support that claim.
The earliest mention of Advent in Church documents is from around
480. In 567 the Council of Tours ordered that monks should keep an
Advent Fast during the month of December as a way of preparing
for the Feast of Christmas. Lutherans, however, get all the credit for
what has become the central symbol of Advent, the Advent Wreath
which originated among German Lutherans in the 16th century.
The four candles representing the 4 Sundays of Advent have been
given different names and meanings by various traditions. The first
candle is most commonly known as the Candle of Hope or The
Prophets Candle. The second candle, in Lutheran tradition, is
usually called Peace or The Bethlehem Candle. Some traditions,
however, place Love as the second candle and Peace as the
fourth. The third candle is almost universally known as Joy as it falls
on Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. It is also known as the Shepherds
Candle. The fourth candle, or Angels Candle, is the Candle of Love
in our tradition—although as previously mentioned sometimes Love
and Peace get switched. There’s probably a sermon in there
somewhere.
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love-- good lights to carry us through dark days
until we see the light of Christ shining in the center of the wreath, of
our church, of our lives.
A few years ago I started a simple meditation in Advent based on
the lights of the wreath. I found it very calming and useful in staying
centered and I’ve continued using it all year long. It’s quite simple
and I encourage you to try it, too. Sit comfortably in a chair with
your eyes closed and breathe in and out slowly, deeply, and
mindfully. With each breath, visualize one of the candles and
mentally say its name, taking them in order. Breathe in Hope.
Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love.
Breathe in Hope. Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out
Love. May all these lights be aglow in your heart and in your life, but
may the light of Christ burn brightest of all.
Pro Gloria Dei,
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ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA
That’s right, former GD members, RANDY & PATTY
HOFFMAN now reside in a beautiful little spot
(Anastasia Island) on the Florida coast. Settled into a
new home brimming with aesthetics (see Mike Engle’s
art work in the photo) and lovely ambience, Randy
and Patty enjoy new friends, family and they now
serve as ushers in their new church home— a beautiful,
historic site in the heart of St. Augustine.
If you would like to connect with them, send email to:
randy.hhmcr@outlook.com or
pattyhoffmanlb@gmail.com
Or send a card to:
34 Park Terrace Drive, St. Augustine, FL 32080
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES
For the Period January 1, 2015 to October 31, 2015
Budgeted

Actual

Difference

Revenue
Contributions
Hall Use
Interest Income
Rental Income
Total Revenue

166,667
2,333
250
24,521
193,771

163,457
2,300
283
21,863
187,903

(3,209)
(33)
33
(2,658)
(5,868)

Expenses
Missions*
Properties
Worship
Administration
Church Programs
Total Expenses

26,250
21,700
96,652
44,086
5,083
193,771

26,250
20,533
98,081
50,532
3,326
198,721

(0)
1,168
(1,429)
(6,446)
1,757
(4,951)

Revenue less Expenses

(10,819)

* In addition to the budgeted gifts shown above, members of Gloria Dei have given
another $18,061 to LSS, World Hunger, ELCA Disaster Relief and other mission partners.
Expenses exceeded Revenue by only $302 in October leaving a deficit of $10,819 for the year to date
10/31/15. Although still a deficit, this is an improvement from October 2014 when we had a deficit of
$14,234.
Regular contributions slipped a little more behind to a shortfall of $3,209 for the year to date, while Hall Use
and Rental Income improved. Expenses remained higher than the amount budgeted for 2015 due to
continued overages in Health Insurance ($300/mo.), Utilities ($315/mo.), Postage/Printing ($183/mo.) and
Office Supplies ($126/mo.).
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AFRIKA — NEW LIFE BAND CELEBRATION
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HAND
HANDS
S
Thank you Gloria Dei for supporting our potluck and concert event that honored the
work of the NEW LIFE BAND from Tanzania! What a wonderful way to spend a Sunday
evening — many of us had a chance to reconnect with James, Goodluck, Ondo, Gideon,
Danny and enjoy new member Lembi’s beautiful voice and fancy footwork! On their
eighth trip to the US, they were welcomed by many churches across the country as they
shared music centered around Christ’s word and promise. Their message and ministry to
students in Tanzania help youth know the gospel and give them hope. Financial gifts from
their 2015 USA Tour will fund several projects: secondary school classroom facility; completion of the first 2 wings of the Girls Dorm/Hostel; sound amplification systems & speakers for
large concerts and gospel rallies; and ongoing costs associated with office ministry.
Special thanks to the Gloria Dei hosts who opened their homes to our East African guests
— Bob and Stephanie Siemer, Donna and Mike Malbon, and Beth Rotsel/Chuck Dean.
Wow, the little church with the big heart donation tallied $682! Want to support this
inspiring ministry? Your financial support can be sent to Gloria Dei (check made out to Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church (1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549) and write New Life Band
on the memo line. Donations are wired to the New Life Band on a regular basis. Spread
the word and lift this group in your prayers. Our hope is that congregations establish
regular, monthly, yearly giving patterns in support of the NLB ministry to youth.
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COUNCIL UPDATE
Your Council met last on November 2, 2015 and
was well attended and productive, which is our
endeavor and purpose.
We had wonderful health news from our Pastor and
updates on those in our fold with issues of concern.
Council had an opportunity to see an audio/visual
presentation prepared by Pastor. This same presentation was previously given to the Worship Committee
for their consideration. I think that many of us have
dreaded big white screens in the front of the church,
projecting the words to songs and thinking, I don’t
think that enhances my worship experience. Well,
seeing something quite different changed much of
our thinking from past or imagined experience.
This is not something that will just happen or be
imposed upon you. Sometime next year, you will
have an opportunity to see a professionally presented, subtle in presence, but lovely visual worship
experience to evaluate for yourselves.
Something to be commended is our “Small Group”
led by Phil Como. Their “noisy offering” idea and
continuing efforts for the Long Beach LSS is an
inspiration to all of us of what can be accomplished
by a few with great benefit to many. If you would like
to be part of a small group gathering, who meet to
worship informally and select a community project to
support with their efforts, please let our Pastor know.
All of you will have received the Parsonage
Committee report to review before our January
Congregational Meeting. Also presented then, will
be your vote on becoming a Reconciling in Christ
Congregation. Individually, we need to reconcile
with our hearts and minds and souls on this matter.
While our world seems in a turmoil of trouble, we
are blessed to look forward to Advent and the
wonder of the birth of our Savior. This is such a special
time. Our Christmas tree will go up on December the
3rd.
Advent Blessings to you and have a Glorious Dei,
Barbara White, Council President

OLIVIA ADAMS
CONFIRMATION
Selected Scripture
Micah 6:8.
'God has told you, O mortal, what is
good. And what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God.'
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — DECEMBER 2015
1 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @ 10 AM
& 7 PM
2 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM

3 — Thursday

ELCW TREE DECORATING @
10:30 AM FOLLOWED BY
LUNCH

(CONTACT JUDI MELLOW @ 562.494.7047
FOR DETAILS)

4 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

13 — SUNDAY
Third Sunday of ADVENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
HUNGER ENVELOPE
PRAYERS OF HEALING

14 — Monday
15 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @ 10 AM
& 7 PM
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
17 — Thursday

7 — Monday
CHURCH COUNCIL MT
MTG
G
@ 7 PM

LSS WORK PARTY @10 AM
(JOIN THE CARPOOL AT 9:30)

8 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @ 10 AM
& 7PM
9 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR...
@ 7:15 PM
10 — Thursday
Happy Birthday Derrick Skonecki

11 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

12 — Saturday
Happy Birthday Lupe Kaiser

25 — MERRY CHRISTMAS

16 — Wednesday

6 — SUNDAY
Second Sunday of ADVENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
@ 5:00 PM

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

5 — Saturday

PACIFIC FLUTE CONCER
CONCERTT @ 4 PM

24 — Thursday

18 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

19 — Saturday

20 — SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of ADVENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
NOISY OFFERTING

26 — Saturday
27 — SUNDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

28 — Monday

Newsletter Deadline

29 — Tuesday

21 — Monday

30 — Wednesday

22 — Tuesday
23 — Wednesday

Anniversary Celebrations
Craig & Yukiko McCarty
Mark & Kelly Salsgiver

31 —
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