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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...
“The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary
moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment.”
– Frederick Buechner, Advent

Waiting. It’s about waiting. It’s about holding your breath as you pause for
what’s coming. It’s about remembering to breathe so you’re awake to see it
arrive. It’s about closing your eyes so you can hold on to the dream of what is
possible, what might be. It’s about opening your eyes to the beauty and pain
and joy and sorrow and harshness and gentleness and passion and peace of
everything that already is and everything about to unfold. It is the excited pins
and needles of anticipation. It is the queasy uneasiness of suspense. Waiting.
We live in a season of waiting.
“The thing I love most about Advent is the heartbreak. The utter and complete
heartbreak.” –Jerusalem Jackson Greer; A Homemade Year: The Blessings of
Cooking, Crafting, and Coming Together
Yearning. Feel the yearning. Let yourself fall into it for a moment. Wallow in it for
a moment. Let it break your heart that the world is not yet made whole. Let it
break your heart that the promise is not fulfilled. Let your eyes well with unshed
tears for all the tears shed in this world. Stare hard at the reality that our species
seems to be forever a painful work in progress. Feel the weighty disappointment
of our failure to be what God made us to be and balance it on the sharp
pinpoint of the promise we, all of us, feel—the promise of what we could be,
the promise of what we’re supposed to be. Let yourself feel that deep knowing
that things are not now as they are intended to be. Let it break your heart. Then
understand that it is through the broken heart that God enters the world. It is
through the broken heart that the promise is revived. It is through the broken
heart that the vision of what should be moves forward toward what will be. It is
through today’s broken heart that we see tomorrow’s vision of the world God is
calling us to build together. It is the light aglow in the broken heart that illuminates the faces of those around us whose hearts are also breaking. It is in the
yearning of the broken heart that we find the Advent of Emmanuel, God With Us.
“Advent is the time of promise; it is not yet the time of fulfillment. We are still in the
midst of everything and in the logical inexorability and relentlessness of destiny.…
Space is still filled with the noise of destruction and annihilation, the shouts of selfassurance and arrogance, the weeping of despair and helplessness. But round
about the horizon the eternal realities stand silent in their age-old longing. There
shines on them already the first mild light of the radiant fulfillment to come. From
afar sound the first notes as of pipes and voices, not yet discernable as a song
or melody. It is all far off still, and only just announced and foretold. But it is
happening, today.” –Alfred Delp; Advent of the Heart: Seasonal Sermons and
Prison Writings, 1941-1944
...Continues on Page 2
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Arriving. But not yet. Almost. Get ready. It’s coming. It’s arriving. But
we are still in the midst of everything and in the logical inexorability and
relentlessness of destiny. Keep moving toward the moment. Keep moving
toward the encounter. Keep still in the not-yetness of it all. Decorate.
Decorate your house. Decorate your heart. Decorate your language.
Decorate your greetings, your symbols, your understanding. Decorate your
soul—from decoratus in the old poetic Latin that still connects our thoughts
and words with those who decorated before us, who handed down their
most important and enduring ornaments. Decorare – the verb that tells us
to adorn, to beautify, to embellish. From decus—to make fit, to make
proper so that we might be ready with decorum. And yes, we need to
decorate. Yes, we need to fill the space around us, to fill our homes, our
souls, our hearts with brighter things to see, more solid and enduring visions
than the shadow parade of destruction and annihilation. We need to
fill our ears with more stirring melodies than shouts of self-assurance and
arrogance, songs that lift the heart above the drone of lamentation, the
weeping of despair and helplessness. We need to keep moving toward
the music and the light. We need to lift our eyes to that first mild light of
radiant fulfillment to come. We need to fill our ears with the first notes of
pipes and voices no matter how faint and far they may seem. We need to
hum and sing and play the old familiar songs that move our hearts to that
softer, readier place where the True Song will be born. We need to light
the ancient candles one at a time to guide our steps down the corridor of
waiting, the pathway of arrival. We need to bring each flame to the heart
until the soul is aglow with the depth of its meaning and power. We need
to reignite the flame of Hope to show us our way through the numbing fog
of sameness. We need to internalize the flame of Peace to quiet our
anxieties and give us patience. We need to swallow whole the flame of
Joy to whet our appetite for the feast to come. We need to embody the
flame of Love to warm us as we journey together, to show us again that we
are walking arm in arm and our fates are intertwined, to illuminate the
purpose of life, to lead us to the Light of the World.
“For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and
courage, Bethlehem is not the end of our journey but only the beginning not home but the place through which we must pass if ever we are to
reach home at last.” –Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat
Arrive. But understand in your arriving that even after the meaningful
journey of Advent we don’t arrive at Christmas. Christmas arrives to us.
The Gift comes to meet us on the road to take us to a place we could
never attain on our own. We celebrate. We ponder. We dance and
revel in the laughing lights of Hope and Peace and Joy and Love that we
carried with us, that brought us to this place. We gaze amazed at the Gift
before us, almost comically humble and plain, artlessly displayed and
wiggling inside its wrappings, laid out on a bed of straw in a manger, and
yet more artistically subtle, more beautiful and precious than the Magi gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And if you take a moment to think about
what this Gift really is, what this baby really means to the world and what
this baby means to you, in particular, you may just hear the voice of
Emmanuel saying, “Now the journey begins in earnest. Be not afraid. I
am with you.”
Pro Gloria Dei, Pastor Steve
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A SEASON OF GIVING

SO LAST YEAR! That makes it available to purchase for family fun and enjoyment!
The Good Dinosaur is set on a fictional Earth in which dinosaurs never became extinct, the film follows a
young Apatosaurus named Arlo, who meets an unlikely human friend while traveling through a harsh and
mysterious landscape.
This book is especially written for young people who want to understand more about what
service means in Christian perspective. It is addressed to people whose experience in
service has led them to want to think more clearly and deliberately about its meaning
and significance, especially in religious terms. It presumes a genuine interest in--but not
necessarily a strong commitment to--Christianity. It regards Christianity neither as a moral
code nor theory of the world nor religious special-interest group, but as a way of life that
centers on Jesus Christ. Christians are known for following a Master who taught us to regard
our lives as called to loving service of one another and the wider world. Yet we find it
difficult to talk about the connection between Christian faith and service, or at least to talk
about it in nuanced and complex ways. This book has been written to help overcome the
gap between our language and our experience.

A new book and video series, “The Forgotten Luther,” is here
just in time for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
Martin Luther’s critique of the church is well-known. What is
less well-known is his sharp critique of an economy that left
so many people in poverty. In “The Forgotten Luther:
Reclaiming the Social-Economic Dimension of the Reformation,” leading Luther an theologians and scholars trace
the roots of charity and justice in Luther’s writings, from his
call for economic reforms to his support for job training
programs, fair economic policies and service of the neighbor. The chapters also raise questions for us as Lutherans
today. “The Forgotten Luther” comes with discussion questions to guide reflection as well as videos from the Forgotten
Luther Conference in 2015, supported in part by ELCA
World Hunger, where the chapters were first presented.
Short video interviews with each of the authors are also
available. All videos are available for free on the ELCA’s
Vimeo channel at vimeo.com/album/4043021. The book
can be purchased for $15 from Lutheran University Press.
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What happened in the past cannot
be changed, but what is remembered
of the past and how it is remembered
can, with the passage of time, indeed
change. Remembrance makes the
past present.
- From Conflict to Communion
In Strengthening Churches' Commitment to
the poor and vulnerable, Pope Frances is
presented a teapot from a Somali refugee
woman by Lutheran World Federation
President Dr. Munib Younan (Bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and
the Holy Land) second from right, and LWF
General Secretary Dr. Martin Junge, third
from right.
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE
Council met on November 7, 2016, the meeting was well attended. Pastor reviewed the Vitality
Survey results at council, and overall, we are pretty healthy. Of course, we have a few areas for
improvement .
Our Church will be participating in a Synod workshop titled “Living the Resurrection”. The initial team
will be; Pastor Beckham, Karen and Phil Como, Beth Rotsel, Stephanie Siemer, and Barbara White.
Please contact Pastor Beckham if you would like to learn more about the workshop and become a
member of the team.
Based on your returned pledges, the finance committee is working the Gloria Dei Budget for 2017.
It will be presented at the January 22 Congregational meeting.
The kitchen demolition is scheduled to begin around December 5th.
LSS on Pine Avenue in Long Beach will be receiving a wonderful donation of a new walk in freezer
soon. Thanks to the effort of Karen Como and Home Depot. LSS is also having their annual Children’s
Christmas Party on Saturday December 10th. Sandy is collecting donations for gifts.
Advent began November 27th. It’s almost Christmas!
“Something You Want, Something You Need and Something to Read” is a favorite saying at my
house around this time of the year. In regards to the reading, I was at a recent Assistance League
meeting and heard the dismal statistic that 70% of children attending school in the Long Beach
Unified School District live at or below the poverty level. Most of these children are not reading at
their grade level. Few of them have any reading material at home. So if you are shopping at the
Barnes and Noble at the Towne Center off Carson Street you may hear that they have partnered
with the Assistance League of Long beach for their holiday book drive. You can buy a book for a
needy child in Long Beach.
While our world seems in turmoil, we are blessed to look forward to Advent and the
wonder of the birth of our Savior. Advent Blessings to you and have a Glorious Dei,
Stephanie Siemer, Council President
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BETHLEHEM
SIMULCAST
WORSHIP
SERVICE
photo: interior dome, evangelical lutheran christmas church, bethlehem. "glory to god in the highest and peace on earth. joy to the world." licensed under
creative commons. credit: james emery, flickr. flickr.com/photos/emeryjl

Saturday, December 17, 2016
10:00 am (eastern time) 7:00 pm (pacific time) simulcast
In Bethlehem, Palestinian Christians continue to bear witness to their faith this Christmas. At a time
of continuing tension and oppression, they also remain steadfast advocates for justice,
reconciliation, and peace.
Join in solidarity, together with congregations of Washington National Cathedral and the Evangelical
Lutheran Christmas Church in Bethlehem, Palestine, for the tenth annual live simulcast worship service.

Join onsite
Washington National Cathedral
Washington, DC 20016

Watch live online: cathedral.org youtube.com/wncathedral


Prayers, readings, and hymns in both Arabic and English alternate between Washington, DC and Bethlehem via
live simulcast, bringing together those of different lands, languages, and ethnic backgrounds in celebration of the
birth of Jesus



Open to the public and to people of all faiths
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — DECEMBER 2016
20 — Tuesday
NO ADULT EDUCATION

1 — Thursday
ELCW TREE DECORATING @
10:30 AM FOLLOWED BY
LUNCH

21 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR @ 7:15 PM

(RSVP TO JUDI MELLOW @
562.494.7047)

WINTER BEGINS

2 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

3 — Saturday
4 — SUNDAY
Second Sunday of ADVENT
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

5 — Monday
* KITCHEN REMODEL BEGINS...
CHURCH COUNCIL MTG
@ 7 PM
6 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @
10:00 AM & 7:00 PM
7 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR...
@ 7:15 PM
8 — Thursday
9 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

10 — Saturday
Happy Birthday Derrick Skonecki

Christmas is the season of
joy, a time to celebrate the
gift of the Savior, to share
the blessings we know
because of Him.

22 — Thursday
11 — SUNDAY
Third Sunday of ADVENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
HUNGER ENVELOPE
PRAYERS OF HEALING
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

12 — Monday
Happy Birthday Lupe Kaiser

13 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @
10:00 AM & 7:00 PM
14 — Wednesday
JOIN THE CHOIR... @ 7:15 PM
15 — Thursday
16 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

17 — Saturday
Bethlehem Simulcast @ Washington
National Cathedral 7PM (PT)

18 — SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of ADVENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
NOISY OFFERTING
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Newsletter Deadline
19 — Monday

23 — Friday



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

24 — Saturday

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE
@ 5:00 PM

MERRY CHRISTMAS
25 — SUNDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
COOKIE SUNDAY
26 — Monday
27 — Tuesday
ADULT EDUCATION @
10:00 AM & 7:00 PM
28 — Wednesday
29 — Thursday
30 — Friday
31 — Saturday
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We
welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard
to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity
is in Christ in whom we are all made new.

(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

