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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY… 
 

Lent. Again. 

Still humming a clinging scrap of Christmas, 

still squinting through the bright winter light  

bouncing off the shining gifts of Epiphany, 

suddenly the wind shifts and you get a face full of 

Ashes. Deep sighs and ashes and those somber words 

no one likes to say or hear, those words that make you  

think of all those friends and relatives who 

were swallowed by history far, far too suddenly  

and too soon, 

those words that taunt you, making you wonder  

if the 25-year warranty on your new gizmo or thingamabob 

is just so much paper irony  

or a chuckle from heaven. 

Remember that you are dust.  

Ashes and dust. And let me just mark it here 

on your forehead so you don’t forget, right here 

where all the world will see it and 

the well-meaning busybodies in the grocery store 

will awkwardly try to do you the favor  

of letting you know that there is  

a crossing smudge of mortality on your face. 

Lent. Again. 

Forty days, not counting Sundays,  

of wondering about wandering  

in deserts of every kind, 

of negotiating multi-level interchanges from one  

high road to another, 

inching along on thoroughfares 

that never allow their advertised speed, 

forty days to be mindful of inattentiveness, 

forty days to ponder why fasting goes so slowly.                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ...Continued on page 2         
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Thoughts Along the Way Continues….    

 

Forty days to unpack and weigh the stuff you carry, 

to gingerly avoid jagged edges 

as you sort through, evaluate and discard because 

you have begun to learn the wisdom 

of traveling light or simply 

because your legs and your soul 

are not as strong as they once were 

and why take a risk of  

tripping before your time and  

falling face first into the dust and ashes? 

Lent. Again. 

Forty days of all things tempting and tempting all things, 

forty days of analyzed appetites, considered cravings, 

delusions diluted and dispensed, 

forty days to wonder if you have spent your life  

constructing a coffin or creating a chrysalis, 

forty days bedeviled by the seductive suggestion 

to do and be merely good 

when the broken heart of heaven is 

spending its last erg of strength 

and last drop of blood 

to trudge uphill 

and endure the messy,  

agonizing business 

of making you new. 

Lent. Again. 

 

Pro Gloria Dei, 

Pastor Steve 

Our name means The Glory of God, so we try 

 to live accordingly.  Our life together as a family  

of faith is built on worship, service,   

education and friendship. 
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Gloria Dei’s church council met on February 6. 

 

March 1st is Ash Wednesday and our Soup  

Supper is at 6pm, followed by worship service 

at 7:30pm.  Please mark your calendars and 

sign up in the fellowship hall if you would like to  

attend. Plan to join us on April13th for our  

annual  Meal in the Upper Room. 

 

Because of recent health issues in our  

congregation we are reviewing our equipment 

and readiness for an emergency.  Margie 

Brown is heading up an Ad Hoc committee to 

develop a plan for our church. 

 

Council members have begun interviews for 

our Living the Resurrection project.  This first 

phase will enable the team to refine their skills 

before calling congregation members to set 

up interview dates.  Please keep the council 

and LTR members in your prayers as we em-

bark on this journey. 

 

Our church is experiencing some roof leaks 

and the property committee is evaluating this 

problem in consultation with a roofer.  Stay 

tuned for more information regarding repairs.  

A few prayers for this might help also. 

 

The treasurer provided an updated financial 

report and we are on budget so far for 2017. 

 

Blessings to you and have a Glorious Dei, 
    

Stephanie Siemer, Council President 

Email: ssiemer@charter.net 

Journey through Lent with ELCA 

 

ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving is a special 

opportunity for you and your congregation to lift up 

this church’s hunger and poverty ministry during Lent. 

ELCA World Hunger has prepared special resources 

and opportunities for you and your congregation to 

use in this time of reflection and self-examination, 

ways to learn and participate in addressing hunger 

and poverty, specifically around economic justice. 

Join ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving and  

journey through Lent with resources for individual and 

congregational use.  Find a flip-calendar devotional 
that follows the lectionary and each day offers  

Scripture, questions, reflections, art, prayers or  

connections to our church’s commitment to pursing  

a just world where all are fed. Sign-up to receive each 

day’s devotional in your email inbox.  
 

 

Through ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving, pray, 

act and hope that through economic life and justice 

there truly will be sufficient, sustainable livelihood for 

all. By joining together, we can achieve our goal for 

2017 to raise $1 million during Lent. Your gifts to ELCA 

World Hunger will help give our brothers and sisters 

around the world opportunities to earn a fair, sustain-

able living with dignity.  
 

Visit ELCA. org/40Days to learn more,  

sign-up and join in the journey.  
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When asked if I would write an article about my parents the first thing that came to mind 

was their long happy marriage of 69 years. It was true love from the minute my Dad said  

he saw my mother at a USO dance. He was still in the Coast Guard at the time. 
     

He met her sister, my Aunt Dolores, first and asked her to introduce them. As far as my  

Dad was concerned, my Mom was the one at first sight. My Mother didn’t jump in so fast 

because she was engaged to someone in Sacramento, where she spent much of her 

youth. She had come to Long Beach with her sister to look for a job. 
    

Because my Dad was a very focused and determined suitor he didn’t care one bit that  

she was engaged. He must have worked his magic fast because he corresponded with  

her until the end of the war, while on a ship in the North Atlantic. 
    

I discovered the letters accidentally when I was a teenager, which was exciting stuff  

because you just don’t think of your parents in that dating role.  
   

Their marriage was strong. They shared the same value system and outlook on life. They  

believed in the importance of family values and honesty. They were supportive and  

respectful of each other’s goals and opinions.  
    

In spite of their similarities they were very different personalities, and complimented each 

other. My Dad was outgoing and my Mother more reserved. He was more of the adventure 

seeker and she was contented to watch.  
   

They worked together to create a life after the war. My Dad had several successful careers 

and my Mother was supportive. True to form, he encouraged her when she decided to re-

turn to college to get a teaching credential.  
    

They worked hard together to obtain the same dreams and never lost sight of that. 
   

My Dad remained a romantic for all of those 69 years of marriage—something that didn’t 

go unnoticed by friends. Many people at Gloria Dei would comment when they would see 

them holding hands in church and he referring to her as his sweetheart.  
    

I do believe that it was that strong love and mutual dependence that lead to his surprising 

rapid decline and death. His death preceded my Mother’s by 17 months. He couldn’t  

handle seeing her ill and would comment that he had lost her three years earlier because 

of her dementia. Although her dementia was not extreme, it did change life for him  

because he could no longer discuss things as they had once done. She had lost the ability 

to have a meaningful conversation. When it finally hit him that she would not get better 

and things had changed forever, he just couldn’t get past it. 
   
As it is said, things happen for a reason and I believe it did this time also. Had my Mother 

died before him I do not believe he would have lasted more than a few days or weeks. I 

remember sharing that with Pastor Steve and I believe he felt the same way. 
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The morning that I had to break it to my Mother that my Dad had died in the night, 

she seemed shocked and said that she had always wanted to go first.  I told her if 

that had been the case he would never have been able to handle it.  She thought 

about that for a few minutes and seemed to understand in spite of the dementia. 
   

Dementia worked well for her to soften the loss of my Dad so her remaining days  

were not as emotionally painful.  I am truly grateful that she no longer has to suffer  

the effects of COPD, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.  
   

I don’t have siblings to share the grief of losing them but I do have two wonderful 

daughters who were very close to them growing up.  My parents set a wonderful  

example of a long happy and loving marriage.  Had it not been for my Dad I would-

n’t have met my wonderful husband, Steve.  My Dad and Steve spent a lot of quality 

time together enjoying the same hobbies and fixing things.  
   

My Dad always included me when he was fixing things around the house and later 

included my daughters. Gender was not an issue.  After all this time, Steve is starting 

to get over being surprised when any of us ask for a specific tool and actually know 

how to use it. 
   

I am grateful for having such wonderful parents who shared their values and their  

belief that you can succeed in anything if you are willing to work for it.  
   

I am at peace knowing that the souls of my parents are together once again—no 

 illness or pain.  I have received so many lovely sympathy cards with personal  

messages from friends who have shared how my parents affected their lives and 

grateful to have known them. That’s quite a legacy. 
   
~ By Vicki Sorensen Gammer 
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Putting Privilege at Risk 

What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us. What we have done for others and the world remains and is immortal - Albert Pine 

Published in time for the 500th anniversary of the  

Reformation, “The Life of Martin Luther” takes readers  

On  a journey from Luther’s decision to become a monk to 

his role in sparking the Protestant Reformation.  The vibrant 

 illustrations and intricate pop-ups of renowned paper  

engineer Agostino Traini will have readers coming  

back again and again to explore this chapter in the 

 history of the Christian faith.   

Introduce your family to this extraordinary pop-up book! 

      The concept of privilege has become an important talking point in our society.  One way of describing  

privilege is that some people have access to and enjoy rights and immunities that others do not get to access 

or enjoy.  We’ve heard much in recent years about the many types and expressions of privilege that are  

present in our society, privilege related to gender, race, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, education, 

or ability—just to name a few.   
     

       For those of us who have some kind of privilege in this society—which includes a vast majority of members 

of North American Lutheran faith communities—being able to see, hear, and empathize with those who for 

whatever reason live life differently than we do can be a real challenge.  Often, unhelpful narratives can 

make their way into our public and private conversations that place unjust blame on others, misinterpret or 

misrepresent others’ motives, and create wall of division instead of open spaces of understanding. 
     

       Jesus’ parable about the Pharisee and the tax collector reminds us that God does not share in our  

prejudices or our privileges, our name-calling or our numerous divisions.  Jesus’ words concerning these two 

people who both went to pray in the temple reverses our expectations.  Jesus lifts up the tax collector’s  

humility.  Can we hear this as an invitation to put our privilege at risk by being willing to listen to those who are  

in different circumstances than we are?  To hear their stories of joy and pain, to empathize in love, and to 

commit to justice and equality for all? 
   

      We are publicly baptized into a worldwide community of faith that has committed itself to love in the way 

Jesus loved, to care about the things Jesus cared about.  Today Jesus encourages us to put our privilege at 

risk and to put our love on the table.                                                                                           ~ 2016 Augsburg Fortress 
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12 — SUNDAY  
  

 ADULT EDUCATION  @ 9 AM 

    WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM 

    HOLY COMMUNION 

    PRAYERS OF HEALING 

 

     Day light savings…@ AM 
 

 

13 — Monday  

  MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 
 

 

 

 

14 —  Tuesday  
    

           

  
 

15 —   Wednesday  
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

   

  Walt & Erika Eidam Anniversary 

  Happy Birthday Chris Gilissen 
    

 

16 — Thursday 
 

   

 
 

 

17 — Friday 
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

 A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM 

 D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM 
 

 

  David & Kay Berg 

  Anniversary 
 

  Happy Birthday  

  Nancy Ferrero 
 

18 — Saturday 
    

     LSS WORK PARTY 

   10-noon, 1611 Pine Avenue 

   Downtown Long Beach 

   9:30 Carpool Available 
 

 

19 — SUNDAY  

     WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM 

     HOLY COMMUNION 

     Noisy Offering      
     

 O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM 
         

  Happy Birthday Mark Engle 
 

20 — Monday 
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 
 

21 — Tuesday  

 

     Newsletter Deadline 
   Please submit articles & photos to editor: 

    pbockman@fullerton.edu 
   

22 — Wednesday  
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

 

23 — Thursday  
 

24 — Friday 
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

 A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM 

 D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM 
 

25 — Saturday 
     Happy Birthday Beth Rotsel 
 

26 — SUNDAY  

     WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM 

HOLY COMMUNION/Noisy Offering      
     

 O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM 
        
27 — Monday  

  MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 
 

  Happy Birthday Bret Engle 
 

28 — Tuesday 
   

             
     

29 — Wednesday  
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

30 — Thursday 

31 — Friday 

1 — 

 

  

2 — Thursday 

 

3 — Friday 
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

 A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM 

 D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM 
    

 

4 — Saturday 

 
 

   Happy Birthday Walt Eidam 
 

 

5 — SUNDAY  
  

 ADULT EDUCATION  @ 9 AM 

    WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM 

    HOLY COMMUNION 

    PRAYERS OF HEALING 
       

 O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM 
    

   Happy Birthday Ranae Wright 
 

 

6 — Monday 
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 
     

 

 
     

7 — Tuesday 
   

             
 

 

8 —  Wednesday  
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

 

 

9 —  Thursday
      Happy Birthday Paul Andre White 

 

10 —  Friday 
 MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM 

 A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM 

 D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM 
    

    Happy Birthday Chris Foster 
 

 

11 — Saturday 
    

 

  Happy Birthday Victoria Gammer 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.  At Gloria Dei  

Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  We  

welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual  

orientation, gender identity, or relationship status.  We welcome all without regard  

to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us.  Our unity  

is in Christ in whom we are all made new.                                           (2 Cor. 5:17-19)       




