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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...
We were relaxing on Kauai…well, I was relaxing. Meri was working on curriculum for the
classes she’s teaching this fall, but she was pretty relaxed while she was doing it, all the
same. She was enjoying fresh mango and papaya. A lovely breeze was keeping things cool
and the sound of waves on the reef was soothing our psyches, so I didn’t feel too sorry for
her. I was noodling through some notes on the text I would be preaching when we got
home, the Gospel of Matthew’s version of Jesus’ encounter with the Syro-Phoenecian
woman (Matthew 15:21-28). I was thinking about Jesus’ rather harsh initial response to
her: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” followed by “It’s not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” That got me to thinking about tribalism
and all the ways humans still seem to be in bondage to that particular sin. I thought about
the cultural diversity of Hawaii—about how sometimes it seems to work so beautifully and
other times not so much. I thought again of Buchenwald, where I had stood only a few
weeks before. I sighed. Remembering I was on vacation, I decided to switch off my brain
for a while and clicked over to my news feed on my iPad to see what was going on in the
rest of the world. And that’s when our peaceful retreat was pierced by the news of
Charlottesville.
Tribalism. Racism, anti-Semitism, anti-Islamism, anti-LGBTism, all these are forms of tribalism. White Supremacy, in all its ugly forms, is tribalism on steroids. It originates in fear.
Fear of the other. Fear of those who are different. Fear of those who are not “us.”
It’s perfectly fine to want to preserve what’s best about your culture and heritage and to
celebrate its positive contributions to the world. It’s not fine to believe that your tribe is
somehow superior to others. It’s not okay to believe that your tribe should dominate
others, that your tribe has some kind of natural authority to label others as inferior. It’s
not acceptable to believe that your ethnic group has the authority to restrict the freedoms
and liberties of others who are not like you, to limit their access to the necessities and
enjoyment of life, to impede their rights as citizens, or even to eradicate them altogether.

Seventy years ago we fought a world war against an artificial tribe that believed such horrid
things. 407,000 American soldiers gave their lives to stop that horrible tribe and its poisonous ideals from spreading across the world. But last week we saw the symbols of that hate
-filled ideology paraded in the streets of Charlottesville, Virginia. We saw swastikas and
portraits of Hitler paraded proudly with stiff-armed salutes. What would they think, those
who bled out their lives on Omaha Beach? What would they think to see these things
happening in the United States of America?
We saw unfettered tribalism plow a car into a peaceful crowd to take the life of a young
woman, Heather Heyer. More than a few of those who paraded their hate through
Charlottesville with sticks and shields and clubs and automatic weapons, with Nazi
...Continued on page 2
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swastikas and Confederate flags, would no doubt call themselves Christians. How strange
is that? Even if you grew up with a blond-haired, blue-eyed, lily-white image of Jesus
speaking King James English, how could you possibly twist his teaching into White
Supremacy, anti-Semitism, anti-Islamism, and racism? And yet it’s been done before.
I couldn’t help but think of the note Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in his Bible next to Psalm
74:8 the morning after Kristallnact: “If I sit next to a madman as he drives a car into a group
of innocent bystanders, I can’t, as a Christian, simply wait for the catastrophe, then comfort
the wounded and bury the dead. I must try to wrestle the steering wheel out of hands of
the driver.”
Make no mistake. There is no place in Christianity for tribalism. There is no place among
the followers of Jesus for any kind of Supremacy, for any one group to seek to dominate or
subjugate or eliminate any others.
In chapter 28, at the conclusion of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus says, “Go now and make
disciples of all people, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.” All people.
In the chapter 7 of Revelation we are given this vision of heaven: “I looked, and there was a
great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands.”

FEEDBACK
Are you receiving this
monthly newsletter? Tell us
what you think...Send
comments and suggestions
to pbockman@fullerton.edu

THE 4 R’S

RECOGNIZE
REFLECT
REMOVE
RETRAIN

There is no room among the followers of Christ for racism and we should all of us be
working hard to eliminate the vestiges of it from our conscious and sub-conscious thinking.
Here’s a thing I just learned to rid myself of all those nasty little internal voices that still
linger from my own upbringing among a privileged race and class: the 4 Rs—
Recognize
Reflect
Remove
Retrain
When you hear one of those little tribal vestiges in your head saying something snide about
someone else because of their race or religion or sexuality, first Recognize it for what it is.
Name it. Then Reflect on it. Where did it come from? Who planted it there? Why is it still
in your head? Who among your friends and acquaintances still harbors those kinds of ideas
and thoughts? What can you do about that? Then Remove it. Simply tell that thought that
it is not welcome. Tell it to get lost. Then Retrain your brain. Teach yourself to see a
different way. Edie Graber told me about a 5th R that’s very useful here: Respect. Give
that person respect.
I don’t think we’ve seen the end of hate marching in our country. But we can see the end
of it whispering in our heads and hearts. And if and when it does decide to parade down
our streets, please God, give us the courage to march out with love and stand against it.
Pro Gloria Dei,
Pastor Steve

MAY YOU OBSERVE YOUR WORLD WITH LOVING CONSIDERATION…..

SEPTEMBER 2017

Page 3

Many people have a favorite place to spend their vacations. And since 1968 I have been traveling, every summer, 1300
miles to Priest Lake, Idaho. It is one of many lakes near Spokane that I spent vacations in my youth. Priest Lake is a large,
deep lake similar to Lake Shasta in northern CA, but unlike other lakes it has changed very little, and populations on the
lake are small, partly because it is surrounded by tall mountains; it’s a 2 ½ hour distance from the biggest city; and it is
literally at the end of the road. Tall pines, cedars, Tamaraks and Douglas Fir trees surround this 25 mile long lake and
fishing has always been a popular sport. There are three resorts with cabins and condos to rent. These resorts also have
fine restaurants; live music; and other activities for everyone on the lake to enjoy. Boating, is of course, a way to be on
the water with favorite destinations, with beaches and places to picnic. And because the lake is so large there’s space
for all the water sports without feeling crowded. There are many mountain streams and places for pitching a tent and
several campgrounds.
Our cabin is a place for family and friends to gather, but Mike and I also enjoy the times of quiet where we do a lot of
reading. We travel the mountain roads on our side-by-side Kawasaki, and pick huckleberries. If any one thing brings a
lot people into the hills, it’s those berries. They make wonderful pies, milkshakes, jams, sauces, and added to muffins
and pancakes it makes something plain into something exquisite. I also attend a little ELCA Lutheran church just a few
miles from our cabin. Most of the people are “summer” residents, like us, but over the years, we have become friends,
and it’s delightful that they come from many different places. I have friends here, many whom I’ve met through the
groups I belong to (book discussion) that meets at the local library; women’s spirituality group ( from the four various
churches we meet in our homes) Bridge friends (whom I play with every week). It is always hard to leave friends in Long
Beach for the five months I am gone, but there is always the happy return.
~ Long time members Donna & Mike
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August Council Update

Council met on August 7th.
· The kitchen remodel is a go and we hope it will be
completed by October 1st.
· Please review the clipboards next to the flower chart
and volunteer to be an usher, bring cookies, or clean
up after coffee aka known as kitchen duty without
the kitchen!
· The Progressive Dinner was held in Seal Beach on
July 15th. Twenty three of us attended, if my count is
correct. Thank you Barbara White and Twyla Karkut
for hosting. It was a very nice event and the
weather was perfect!

Save the dates:





CLAMBAKE

The term Low Country Boil refers to a coastal boil where the
main attraction is shellfish. The spices and flavorings vary
by regions with the Cajun Boil being the spiciest, and the
“Low Country Boil” having it’s origins around Georgia the
Carolinas using more savory spices and a bit less heat.

Plan to attend the Church Picnic on September 17
October 1 is our kitchen dedication and Gloria Dei
celebrates 65 years! Gloria Dei was chartered on
September 7, 1952.
LSS Walkathon is slated for October 21, We will
hosting the walkers. Sign up to help or walk!

Blessings to you and have a Glorious Dei.
Stephanie Siemer, Council President
Email: ssiemer@charter.net

God does not demand that we prove
ourselves worthy of this love, but
asks only that we receive
it in faith. In so doing, we are truly
“born of the Spirit.”
~ John 3:6

SEPTEMBER 17 @
NOON
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MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER...


AMOUG US– offer immediate assistance to families of
Gloria Dei; take a member to lunch or dinner



Donate books for the military



Sponsor Altar Flowers



Bake Cookies—Share veges & fruit from your garden



Volunteer—devote time & talents to weekly needs:
ushers, counters, fellowship hosting & clean up duty



Lutheran Maritime Ministry— help purchase bibles
and supplies



LSS Food Pantry — make donations to feed Long
Beach residents and the hungry in our community



LSS— assist in the cost of capital improvements on
Pine Avenue in Long Beach



Memorial Fund — help support special needs at
Gloria Dei

The SIX most important words:
“ I ADMIT I MADE A MISTAKE”
The FIVE most important words:
“YOU DID A GOOD JOB”
The FOUR most important words:
“WHAT IS YOUR OPINION”
The THREE most important words:
“WOULD YOU PLEASE”
The TWO most important words:
“THANK YOU”
The ONE most important word:
“WE”
The LEAST important word:
“I”

GLORIOUS DEI...

Page 6

“Love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.” ~ Roman 12 :10

This is Christ's church.
There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith,
we embrace you as a whole person--questions, complexities and all.
Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.
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12— Tuesday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

2 — Saturday
3 — SUNDAY
WORSHIP @ 10:00 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYERS OF HEALING


O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

4 — Monday

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
Happy Anniversary
Julie Kay & John Satariano
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

5 — Tuesday

13 — Wednesday

22 — Friday

14 — Thursday





15 — Friday




CLAMBAKE

“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.’
DAY OF SERVICE SUNDAY
… an opportunity to celebrate who we
are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America – one church, freed in Christ to
serve and love our neighbor.


O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

[after service]

‘There shall be eternal summer in
the grateful heart.’ ~ Celia Thaxter


O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL — 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
FELLOWSHIP/
COOKIE SUNDAY
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday
Ben Zook

25 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

26 — Tuesday

18 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday
Margie Brown
Happy Birthday
Kalani Caldwell

19 — Tuesday
20 — Wednesday
Happy Birthday Meri Beckman

21 — Thursday

11 — Monday


24 — SUNDAY

@ MARINE STADIUM PARK

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

10 — SUNDAY
WORSHIP @ 10:00 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

Happy Birthday Gianna Satariano

HOLY COMMUNION/NOISY OFFERING

8 — Friday

Happy Birthday Pastor Ted Conter

23 — Saturday

WORSHIP @ 10:00 AM

ANNUAL GATHERING:

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Tiana Kahakauwila

17 — SUNDAY

7 — Thursday

9 — Saturday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

16 — Saturday
LSS WORK PARTY 10AM — NOON

6 — Wednesday





SMILE MORE

Happy Birthday
Barbara White
Happy Birthday
David Kahakauwila

Happy Birthday Howard Davis

27 — Wednesday
28 — Thursday
Happy Birthday Craig McCarty

29 — Friday




MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

30 — Saturday
Happy Anniversary
Dave & Cyndy Manley
Our name means The Glory of God,
so we try to live accordingly.
Our life together as a family of faith is built on
worship, service, education and friendship.
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei

Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We
welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard
to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity
is in Christ in whom we are all made new.

(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

