Reverend Steven Beckham, Pastor

5872 Naples Plaza Long Beach, California 90803-5044
Website: www.gdlclb.org
Telephone: 562.438.0929

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
...the little church with a big heart!

THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...

GLORIOUS DEI . . .

G L O R I A

D E I

E V A N G E L I C A L

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 7

“Now is the time of fresh starts. This is the season that makes everything new.”
–Vivian Swift, When Wanderers Cease to Roam: A Traveler’s Journal of Staying Put
First we pause for a day to give thanks. “It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise…” we say in the liturgy, but we
are not always feeling thankful at all times and in all places. Praise isn’t always the first
thing or think in our minds and hearts, God knows. So one day a year we try to make up
for that which, though it is our rightful duty and joy, we don’t seem able to bring off at
all times and in all places. One day a year, toward the end of the year when we have
pretty much taken its measure and have a pretty clear idea of how this particular year
stacks up in the grand scheme of years, at the end of the next-to-the-last month when
our gut has churned the balance of outright blessings against those other events we call
learning experiences (when we’re feeling charitable or not wanting to give them any
more power than they’ve already taken from us)—one day at the tail of November when
the tote board is nearly full we gather with those nearest and dearest, or with those
willing, or even, when necessary or by default, merely with our own thoughts and hopes
and memories. We sort our blessings, we and memories, we sift out the good ones, the
shining moments, even—or especially--those that happened in darkness. We sort out the
goodness and give thanks. We lay it out before us, and say, “Yes, this is good. I can build
on this. This will sustain me. Thank you, Giver of All Good Things, thank you.” And then
we move forward.
“How did it get so late so soon? It’s night before it’s afternoon. December is here before
it’s June. My goodness how the time has flewn. How did it get so late so soon.” –Dr. Seuss
Hard on the heels of Thanksgiving comes Christ the King Sunday—now more properly
called Reign of Christ Sunday—the last Sunday in the Church year. This is a strange
latecomer to the calendar of feast days. It is in reality a blatant exercise in moralebuilding propaganda for the faithful troops still engaged in the daily battles of guerilla
peacefare in Christ’s diverse and disparate armies. Christ’s reign is established, but the
“on earth as it is in heaven” part is still touch-and-go. So on this last Sunday of the Church
year we acknowledge that. We acknowledge that the government of God with Christ as
Sovereign is something far different than business as usual in this world. We acknowledge
that we are on board for the new divine administration and will do what we can within
the ethics of Jesus and by his guidance to bring it about. We acknowledge that the
eschaton, the coming of Christ, may happen any day now, but far from being the grand
finale, will begin with a shout of “But wait, there’s more!” And there is more.
There is always more. This is the message of the Gospel. “See, I am doing a new thing.”
“And I looked, and I saw a new heaven and a new earth.” “Today you will be with me in
Paradise.” This, too, is the message of the Church year. Advent comes before New
Year’s Eve. The new thing begins as the old is ending. Advent: the season of already
and not yet. The season of remembrance and preparation— remembrance of traditions
and hopes, and the flavors and smells of the season, and the lights of Hope, Peace, Joy
and Love; preparing for Christmas, the coming of Christ, preparing for the renewal of all
things.
...Continues on Page 2
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And then Christmas.
“The thing about Christmas is that it almost doesn’t matter what
mood you’re in or what kind of a year you’ve had—it’s a fresh start.”
–Kelly Clarkson
Christmas. The new beginning. The Great Do-Over. The reset button of history with God’s amazing love poured into the world in such
an unexpected time and place and vessel. And even as one year
cycles into another Christmas is, indeed, a fresh start. It is not the
new year that lets us begin again. It is the Christ child, the Word
made flesh. In him is life and the light of the world (John 1). It is Emmanuel, God With Us. It is a new day, a new way of being in the
world. And, no matter how old you are or how many times you think
you’ve been “born again,” it is a new you.
Time to unwrap all these wonderful gifts.
Happy Thanksgiving. A Blessed Advent/Happy New Year. Merry
Christmas.
Pro Gloria Dei, Pastor Steve
A living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
When Lutherans talk about faith, we are talking about
the relationship God’s Holy Spirit creates with us. It’s a
relationship where God’s promise of steadfast love and
mercy in Jesus opens us to a life of bold trust in God and
joyful, generous service to everyone we know and
meet in daily life.
Martin Luther was exuberant when he described the
freedom of “a living, daring confidence in God’s grace,
so sure and certain that believers would stake their lives
on it a thousand times.” He once wrote, “Oh, it is a living,
busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is impossible for it
not to be doing good things unceasingly.”

Faith convictions expressed as statements of belief flow from this confident trust in God. ELCA Lutherans share
in the faith expressed in the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, in the Lutheran confessional writings
(collected as the Book of Concord), and in the ELCA Confession of Faith.
At the same time faith does not close our minds to the world and our hearts to others. We continue to listen to
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. We listen to the witness of others and we watch for the ways
God is active in the world around us. Faith opens a place for engaging others in conversation, for seeking the
truth, for asking questions and speaking love in word and deed.
Faith is a full life, liberated for a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
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A SEASON OF GIVING
A lamb with a crippled leg, a young carpenter with an unusual gift,
and an angel with a heavenly song. This special boxed set contains
these classic Christmas stories and a beautifully crafted ornament
inspired by The Crippled Lamb. Jacob is a young boy who learns a
powerful lesson from his carpentry teacher: When you give a gift to
one of God's children, you give a gift to Him. Faced with an important
decision, Jacob acts on this lesson and truly gives a gift to God.

Stories of Faith in Action
The publication Stories of Faith in Action and the resources that
go along with it are designed to share how important your
weekly offering in your congregation is in sustaining and growing
God’s mission. The portion of your offerings that support the
ELCA’s synodical and churchwide ministries is called Mission
Support. The publication and resources found here help explain
and answer questions about Mission Support and tell the story of
those gifts in action.

SAY GOODBYE TO
TRADITIONAL GIFT-GIVING
ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 different
gift-giving options that grow the church, fight
hunger and transform lives. These gifts, starting at
just $10, provide direct support for the churchwide
ministries of the ELCA.

The resources below – from catalogs to coin
banks, bulletin inserts to planning guides – make it
easy (and fun!) for your family, your congregation
and your community to say “goodbye” to traditional gift-giving and “hello” to meaningful gifts
that really make a difference in the world.
Ready to shop now? Visit the ELCA Good Gifts
store and print or order cards to tell loved ones
about gifts given in their honor.
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE
BLESSINGS -Your Council met on October 2nd and November 6th.
Have you seen Our Community Prayer Wall? Amazing idea of Pastor Steve’s combined with fantastic design and display by Galen and Sandy Anderson. The web site “Nextdoor” had comments
saying it is a nice addition to Naples. The wall is full of prayers from our church members and our
Naples neighbors. Our Community Prayer wall was also featured in the Southwest Synod News.
On October 4th Gloria Dei hosted an interfaith prayer service for the victims of the Las Vegas
shooting.
I am happy to report the air conditioning duct repair was completed at a cost of $267.00 covered
with funds in the property reserve.
Pastor Steve, Marilyn Bittle, and Kalani Caldwell walked and raised $1,200.00 at CROP walk on
October 22nd. $190.00 was raised at the LSS Walkathon October 28th. Thank you to those who
organized the event, donated, and/or walked the route in the scorching heat.
Sandy Irvine is collecting money to pay for gifts and gift cards we will donate to the LSS Children’s
party at the Gathering Lutheran Church December 9th. See Sandy if you would like to make a
contribution or use a pew envelop and indicate LSS Children’s party.
The kitchen remodel shortfall gap has been fully funded with generous donations from some
anonymous donors. This was a complete surprise and very welcomed gift. Please give a prayer of
thanks for all those who helped complete this project.
In order to help re-pay the property reserve fund, we are having a Fundraiser at California Pizza
Kitchen in the Marketplace Monday December 11th. We will get 20% of the food and beverage
sales. The voucher is good any time from11am to 9:30pm. The attached flyer must be presented
when ordering or at pick for “to go” orders. Print the voucher or pick some up in the fellowship hall
to hand out to your friends and neighbors.
First Sunday of Advent is December 3rd and we celebrate Stir up Sunday. Christmas Eve we have
Sunday service at 10:30 am and a candlelight service at 5 pm.
Have a Blessed Christmas.

Stephanie Siemer, President

Email: ssiemer@charter.net

Gloria Dei members attend the
recent SCIC Unity Awards Dinner
(Pr. Steve, Marilyn, Twyla, Bob &
Stephanie, Galen & Sandi
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PRAYER

WALL

At last spring’s Synod Assembly, Bishop Patricia Lull challenged our
congregations to share something they were going to do to reach out to the
community. Pastor Steve Beckham from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Long Beach
shared his idea of a Prayer Wall, essentially a very large chalk board with “Please
Pray for…” spaces where neighbors can write in their own prayers. This month that
wall became a reality thanks to the craftsmanship of members Galen and Sandi
Anderson.
Pastor Steve conceived of the idea after viewing a TED talk by artist Candy
Chang who turned a derelict house in New Orleans into a center of hope in her
neighborhood after Hurricane Katrina. She nailed plywood panels painted slate
gray around the exterior walls of the house and stenciled the phrase “Before I die I
want to…” repeatedly on the panels then left an ample supply of chalk so her
neighbors could fill in the blanks.
The prayer wall is open to the public. Everyone is invited to add their prayers to
the wall and members of Gloria Dei then add those prayers to their own daily prayers.
The wall’s 66 spaces were filled up with prayers in a matter of days.

POWER OF
PRAYER
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — DECEMBER 2017
1 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

19 — Tuesday
20 — Wednesday


2 — Saturday

21 — Thursday
SLAA @ 7:30 PM

3 — SUNDAY
1st Sunday of ADVENT
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

4 — Monday


12 — Tuesday
Happy Birthday Lupe Kaiser

13 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

CHURCH COUNCIL MTG @ 7 PM
5 — Tuesday

14 — Thursday
SLAA @ 7:30 PM

6 — Wednesday

15 — Friday



MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

7 — Thursday
SLAA @ 7:30 PM

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

22 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

23 — Saturday
24 — SUNDAY
4th Sunday of ADVENT
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
@ 5:00 PM
25 — Monday

16 — Saturday

8 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

9 — Saturday
10 — SUNDAY
2nd Sunday of ADVENT
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
HUNGER ENVELOPE
PRAYERS OF HEALING
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Derrick Skonecki

11 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

FUNDRAISER @ CA PIZZA KITCHEN

17 — SUNDAY
3rd Sunday of ADVENT
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
NOISY OFFERTING
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

18 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

26 — Tuesday
27 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

28 — Thursday
SLAA @ 7:30 PM
29 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

30 — Saturday
31 — SUNDAY
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei

Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We
welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard
to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity
is in Christ in whom we are all made new.

(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

