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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY…
The little boy stopped in his tracks and pulled his mother’s hand tight to
his chest. His father, catching up to them, stopped and rested a hand on
the boy’s shoulder. The fog of the boy’s breath sparkled for a moment with
a halo from the streetlamp before vanishing into the cold night air, and his
glistening eyes reflected a kaleidoscope of colors from countless lights on
the amply decorated houses, competitively decked out for the season. A
passable version of Jingle Bells wafted down the street from a group of
not-too-bad carolers but was soon overwhelmed by an odd assortment of
recorded music pouring out of various holiday displays, some sacred,
some not so much.
The thing that had stopped the boy as he skipped down the street was
not the seemingly endless cascade of colored light nor one of the comical
inflated cartoon characters in Santa hats, nor even the impressive electric
train set and miniature Alpine village filling an entire front yard. The thing
that stopped him stone still there on the cold December sidewalk was an
old-fashioned crèche, a simple manger scene.
Compared to all the other neighborhood displays the crèche was
almost embarrassingly understated. There were no shepherds or angels or
magi in this tableau, just Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus. Their figures,
though, were particularly well crafted and cunningly lit. They looked so real
that one had to do a double-take to make sure that they were, in fact,
sculptures and not human actors holding a pose. The figures looked
decidedly Middle-Eastern and even, if such a thing is possible, a bit dislocated in time, as if they had been transported to this sanitary American
cul de sac from a dusty, distant, Palestinian past. But perhaps the thing
that was most arresting was the way they looked at you if you stood just
where the boy and his parents were standing.
Mary is usually depicted with her hands on her heart as she ponders her
child in the manger. Joseph, too, is most often shown gazing at the baby.
But this scene was different. The boy, the mother, the father almost felt as
if they had intruded, as if they had inadvertently stumbled into something
serious and secret and would now have to be initiated into its mysteries.
Joseph seemed to be giving them a stare of careful appraisal and
assessment as he looked directly into their eyes. “Can you handle this?
...Continued on page 2
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Can you treasure this precious thing you did not ask for, this
responsibility, this honor, this gift that will give you everything
and also demand everything? Can you stay with him when it
would be easier to walk away?” he seemed to be asking.
Mary, too, gazed intently, unblinking, into their eyes and
seemed to be asking, “Do you understand the weight of this
gift? Do you even begin to understand what you have here?
Do you know what is happening here? Do you know who he
is? Will you let him show you who you are?”
And then there was the baby. How to describe this baby?
He, too, seemed to be looking straight into their souls, but in his
face there were no questions. There was instead an indescribable mix of innocence and wisdom. There was promise and
foreshadowing. There was the shining hint of divinity and the
burbling drool of humanity. There was life, organic and messy,
full of merriment and ecstasy and pain and tears and plain
everydayness. There was light, revealing, illuminating, probing,
warming, piercing and soothing, burning and healing. There
was love, gentle and compassionate, fierce and yearning,
ruthless and gracious. Love in all its purest shades. Love in all its
joy. Love in all its anguish. There was all that in that baby face
and something else. Deep in those eyes was God’s own Yes.
They stood transfixed at the crèche for what seemed like a
long time—a moment out of time—one small family regarding
another across and through time, still-life speaking to life in a
held breath of stillness, until the not-too-bad carolers drew
near and broke through the little family’s reverie with tidings of
comfort and joy that were a just a bit rushed ever so slightly
out of tune. A few minutes later, without much thinking about
it, the boy, the mother and the father found themselves in
their car making their way home. The father drove a little more
slowly than usual as they rolled across the familiar bumps and
dips of familiar streets. The boy watched the reflections of
Christmas lights dance and swirl across the windows of passing
cars. And the mother’s eyes were focused on something only
she could see as she softly hummed Silent Night.
Merry Christmas.
Pro Gloria Dei,
Pastor Steve

JANUARY 2018

Page 3

BLESSINGS — Your Council met on December 4th. Sandy Irvine reported that we raised
$600.00 in toys and gifts for the LSS Children’s Christmas party.
Our Community Prayer Wall continues to draw small groups
of people as they walk by to view the Christmas lights on
the canals.
The finance committee is busy this month with our year end
budget reconciliation and planning for next year based on
the returned pledge cards and estimation of money we
may receive from non-pledgers. The committee does an
excellent job. Please thank Beth Rotsel, Twyla Karkut, Gary
Bockman and Bob Siemer for their diligence in this effort.
We will review the 2017 spending plan and the forecasted
budget for 2018 at the Congregational meeting on January
28. Please mark your calendars to attend this important
meeting right after service.
I am happy to announce that Victoria Gammer is our official publicist. She will be writing
articles for the newspaper throughout the year.
Sadly, I am reporting that Chris and Everett Parker will be leaving our congregation in
February as they will be moving to Lake Arrowhead. Everett has served on the council
as Vice President for the past 2 years. They will both be missed. Margie Brown has
volunteered to be Vice President until the June meeting when council decides/elects
committee chairs and officers. We will also need to replace his position on council, so
now may be your chance, give me a call or email if you are interested!

Don Melin has decided that it has become too physically arduous for him to attend
church. As a member since 1960, he has been a stalwart supporter of Gloria Dei and
was instrumental in raising the funds for our church building.
Keep each other in your prayers, and have a happy and safe New Year.
Stephanie Siemer, President

Email: ssiemer@charter.net
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We need USHER TEAMS to
serve once a month! See
Danny Bach for details.
Mother– Son team?
Best Buddies? Sisters?
Father-Daughter?
Sign up to be a GREETER
after our worship service.
Won’t you help us welcome
members and guests…
WOW, what a easy way to
contribute to our Gloria Dei
congregation!
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Won’t you consider
volunteering a few
Sundays a year?
— a small gesture to
enhance our ability
to connect and
meet others.
Contact our church
office to learn more
about this
opportunity to be
part of our
HOSPITALITY Team!

With Your abundant grace and might, free us from the
sin that would obstruct Your mercy, that willingly we
may bear Your redeeming love to all the world.

Honor or remember someone! Or simply
give thanks and blessings to the Glory of
God! Our Altar Flower Charts for 2018
are now available for members to sign
up for one or more days in the year
ahead. Please note that the cost has
increased slightly to $18 per vase.

We look forward to seeing you every Sunday as we
prepare our hearts for Jesus and pray for peace, joy
and love for our community. Please note that we
have a Welcome Gift for first time guests, and ‘large
print’ Bulletins for those interested in this option.
Please continue to pray for our many members in
need and those on the outdoor Prayer Wall.
As we begin a new year, check your church mailbox
to pick up your 2018 Offering Envelopes.
All members are asked to attend our Annual Luncheon
and Congregation Meeting as we need your input on
the 2017 reports, our GD spending plan for 2018, and
some constitutional amendments. All guests are
welcome.
As always, please join us in the Fellowship Hall after our
worship service and enjoy coffee, juice, and treats,
along with connections and conversations with others!
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The United States, Israel, and Palestine:
The Piece Process (sic) Continues
Presentation by Jerry Levin
Saturday, January 6,
2:00 pm
Christ Lutheran Church
6500 Stearns Street
Long Beach 90815
Jerry Levin is a former CNN network journalist, public speaker, and activist on
nonviolence, with an emphasis on the Middle East and in particular, Palestine and
Israel.
In 1984 he was kidnapped and held hostage by Hezbollah. He escaped after
eleven and a half months in captivity due to efforts of friends and colleagues
organized by his wife, Sis Levin. Of Jewish descent, Levin converted to Christianity
during his captivity where he had a profound spiritual and philosophical awakening,
prompting him to commit to non-violent means of achieving peace. A
member of CPT (Christian Peacemaker Teams), he and his wife served for many
years in the occupied territories trying to help Palestinians withstand the impoverishing and expropriating effects of the Israeli Army’s colonial rule of the West Bank
and its ghettoization of Gaza. Included in his presentation is an explanation of the
impact fundamentalist Christian Zionists have on Congress and the Administration in
shaping U.S. policies in the Middle East.
Jerry Levin has worked with several violence reduction organizations in the West
Bank and Gaza, as well as peace and justice organizations in the U.S. He has written
about his conversion to nonviolence in Reflections On My First Noel and his
experiences in the Middle East in West Bank Diary: Middle East Violence as Reported
by a Former American Hostage. In 1991, Jerry’s story was made into a television
movie, Held Hostage. The movie starred Marlo Thomas, and David Dukes as Levin.
In April 2009 he and his wife were recognized by the Dalai Lama as one of 2009's
"Unsung Heroes of Compassion."
Meet and hear Jerry Levin during this visit before he returns to his home in Alabama.
Bring a friend; admission is free and parking is plentiful.
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YEARS DAY

2 — Tuesday

9 — Tuesday
10 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

3 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Patty Hoffman

4 — Thursday
SLAA MTG.@ 7:30 PM

5 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

6 — Saturday
JERRY LEVIN PRESENTATION @ 2:00 PM
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH (see pg 5)

Happy Birthday Morgan Adams

7 — SUNDAY
(NO ADULT EDUCATION)
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
_______________________________________

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH Labyrinth
Dedication and Epiphany Party
after 11 AM worship service. This
project helped Justin Randig earn
him the rank of Eagle Scout !

11 — Thursday
Happy Birthday Cameron Chinn
Happy Birthday Olivia Adams

16 — Tuesday
17 — Wednesday


18 — Thursday
SLAA MTG.@ 7:30 PM

Happy Birthday Cyndi Manley

SLAA MTG.@ 7:30 PM

12 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Courtney Manley

13 — Saturday
Happy Birthday Max Berg

19 — Friday
MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM

D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

20 — Saturday
21 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30, HOLY COMMUNION

14 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCAITON @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
Noisy Offering
Hunger Envelope & Prayer of Healing

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Dondi Buchrucker

22 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

23 — Tuesday

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Edith Cheoros
____________________
MARTIN LURTHER KING
CELEBRATION & COMMEMORATION
WORSHIP SERVICE
3:00 PM @ CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
BISHOP GUY ERWIN WILL BE LEADING
THE PROCESSIONAL AND WILL PREACH!

15 — Monday

MARTIN LUTHER KING
HOLIDAY

24 — Wednesday

Newsletter Deadline
25 — Thursday
26 — Friday
27 — Saturday
28 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30, HOLY COMMUNION

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Karen Como
Happy Birthday Sally Oberjuerge
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

8 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Stephanie Siemer

29 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

30 — Tuesday
31 — Wednesday
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We
welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard
to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity
is in Christ in whom we are all made new.

(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

