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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...
There’s not much to the village of Wainsgate, England, and it was even
less impressive in 1765 when John Fawcett (1739-1817) and his wife, Mary,
went to live there and establish a church shortly after his ordination. The
town was, to quote hymnologist Albert Baily, “a straggling group of houses
at the top of a barren hill” and the residents, mostly shepherds and farmers
were, “poor as Job’s turkey.” The Church of England had never
felt Wainsgate worth the trouble of sending a priest or vicar, and even the
Puritans had overlooked it. But John Fawcett was a dissenting Baptist
preacher and he felt that God was calling him to this little place no one
else could even seem to find.

The place was poor and John and Mary barely squeaked by, especially
as four children enlarged their household and tightened their budget. But
the people of Wainsgate were grateful and loved them dearly, so they
supplemented the small salary they managed to scrape together for John
with gifts of potatoes and produce and wool. Still, the winters could be lean
and the life was hard, so when, after several years of successful ministry
John suddenly received a call to serve at prestigious and well-to-do Carter’s
Lane Baptist Church in London, John and Mary decided to take the call.
As Albert Bailey tells the story, the day came to move. “The announcement was made to the church, and the farewell sermon was preached, the
bulky items of his furniture and some of his older books were sold and the
day of departure arrived. The two-wheeled cart came for the rest of his
belongings, and likewise the parishioners came to say goodbye.”
The people were miserable and in tears. “I can’t stand it, John! I do not
know how to go,” said Mary. “Lord help me, Mary, nor can I stand it. We
will unload the wagon,” said John. Then he turned to the crowd and said,
“We’ve changed our minds! We’re going to stay!” According to Albert
Baily, the crowd erupted in joyful pandemonium.
John and Mary Fawcett stayed in Wainsgate for 54 years. To accompany
the “farewell” sermon he had preached that morning and to commemorate their decision to stay he wrote a hymn which he eventually published in
his collection called Hymns Adapted to the Circumstances of Public
Worship and Private Devotion. We may not remember that catchy title,
but we certainly remember that hymn.
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The unity of heart and mind is like to that above.
Continued on page 2
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I think of this hymn often here at The Little Church with a Big
Heart. I have found myself humming it frequently as we’ve
completed the Appreciative Inquiry portion of Living the
Resurrection and have been reviewing everyone’s responses.
One of the things that has stood out so clearly in your stories is
the incredible love, warmth and mutual affection that people
have experienced in this congregation, the feeling of
family, the genuine sense of welcome that newcomers feel
here, and the ease with which they are embraced. This is a
place where people are accepted for who they are.
Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers,
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts
and our cares.
That’s not to say it’s all beer and skittles all the time. People
have their moments. Sometimes there’s an outburst our a
cloudburst. But when those rare moments happen they are
usually met by the community with patience, grace and
concern rather than with raised hackles. And when anyone
faces a crisis it is nothing less than inspiring to see how the
people of this family of faith rally to support each other. That,
too, came through clearly in the Appreciative Inquiry interviews.
We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.
“By this everyone will know you are my disciples,” said Jesus,
“if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35) That’s what
it means to be church, to be a community of disciples of Jesus. We share the abundant life and love that God has
poured into our hearts. We model it. We help each other
struggle through the rough parts in this life of love that God
has called us together to live. And we take that love out to a
world that is starving for it whenever, wherever, however we
can until that day when God calls us to the next adventure.
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
And perfect love and friendship reign through all
eternity.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Pro Gloria Dei,
Pastor Steve
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The Council met on April 4 and was well attended.
Highlights include the announcement that the Synod Assembly will be held at the California Lutheran
Campus on June 1-2 . Margie Brown and Sandy
Irvine have volunteered to attend on behalf of our
congregation.

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend the
congregational meeting with luncheon on May 20.
We will be electing council members for those who
have termed out and replace a member who has
left the area. Please submit nominations to council.
We cannot conduct the business of the church
without council members! In addition, more
constitutional amendments will be reviewed and
voted on by congregation members.
The council decided to combine the Hospitality
/Invitation and Invitation committees. This will
ease some confusion and reduce the number of
reports filed annually. Current members of this
combined committee are: Marilyn Bittle—Chair,
Karen Como, Edie Graber, Candy Wood, Peggy
Huggard, Tywla Karkut and Nancy Sansum.
The Financial review committee completed their
audit and everything is in good order.
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NOT EVERYONE CAN VOLUNTEER…

But, with your gift, YOU can help turn despair into hope for many in
our partner churches in Hawaii ...
The recent storms in Kauai and
Honolulu have done considerable
damage. There are 2 churches that
are asking for help to rebuild. The
town of Hanalei and much of the
north end of Kauai received more
than 28 inches of rain in less than 24
hours. Lihue Lutheran Church is
working with the Red Cross to raise
funds for relief. If you would like to
help — write a check to Gloria Dei
and designate Kauai in the memo
portion. Thank YOU!

Our sister church, Calvary by the Sea was also impacted by the storm. To help, please write
a check to Gloria Dei and designate the funds for Calvary by the Sea.

The LtR committee met and defined the following themes from the interview answers.
1) When did you feel most involved at GDLC?
A) Activities
a. Participation in church as a family
b. Involved mission activities to benefit the community
c. Working together for a common/shared purpose
B) Attributes of GDLC that encouraged involvement
a. Sense of family
b. Acceptance
c. Welcomed
d. Warmth
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2) How have you experienced Christ’s love at GDLC?
A) Felt supported when in crisis.
B) Cards, calls, and visits maintain a feeling of connectedness.
C) Knowing you are in the prayers of others at church and through shepherds
D) Comfort from individuals
E) Sermons
3) How have you experienced spiritual growth at GDLC?
A) Sermons
B) Bible Study/Adult Ed
C) Helping Sandy at Christmas distributing sox to homeless
D) Helping LSS through donations of time and money
E) Prayers
F) Small group
4) Three Wishes for the future of GDLC
A) Greater diversity in ethnicity, age groups, and with the lgbtq community.
B) Growth, especially with more young families
C) To be more multi-generational
D) To have more children in our congregation

We need to keep doing the things that make us a close knit congregation; caring for one
another, sending cards, keeping in touch are especially important. Working together for a
common purpose, “God’s work our hands” is part of our mission. We can enhance our
spiritual growth by attending church, going to Bible study, attending adult education and
participating in a small group.
Our next step is to define some projects that will help us to become more visible to the
community. A few thoughts for your consideration:
a. Develop a Video channel on Youtube which would expand our electronic foot print in an ever
increasing digital world.
b. A sacred ground project to become a butterfly hero by providing milkweed seeds for neighbors
to plant and support the diminishing Monarch butterfly population. National Wildlife Federation is
partnering with churches to protect species.
c. Plant some more small groups.
d. Establish trash pickup teams for a local park or beach. We might be wearing Gloria Dei Tee shirts.

We need your input for project ideas. Please keep Gloria Dei in your prayers and pray for a
project! Although projects may help our visibility, the most successful method to enhance
our congregation is to invite someone with whom you have a relationship to “come and
experience our church”. You are a child of God and our most valuable asset!
Please keep each other and the prayer wall entries in your prayers.

God is Good, Stephanie Siemer— Council President
Email: ssiemer@charter.net
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“GOD MEETS DAILY NEEDS DAILY. NOT WEEKLY OR ANNUALLY. HE WILL GIVE
WHAT YOU NEED WHEN IT IS NEEDED.” ~ Author MAX LUCADO

GROWING FRUIT
What is your strategy for
living a fruitful life?
Do these strategies line up
with God’s desire for us?
Fifth Sunday of Easter text:
Today Jesus sums up
God’s strategy for our fruitbearing in one word:
abide.
Jesus used this word eight
times (perhaps once for
each day of the week plus
one for good measure?)
Maybe he knows how
difficult it is for some of
his followers to be
Instead of do.

Jesus says the way of
fruitfulness is for branches
(us) to abide in the
vine (him).
This seems to contradict
our preferred strategies
for growth.
Rather than depending on
constant movement, this
fruitfulness is the result of
being planted in God.

Abundant growth is born
out of connectedness with
God and others.
Fruit comes from dwelling,
not doing. This fruit is the
result of reliance and
interdependence on the
vine, not exhausting
efforts at control over our
own fruitfulness.
The fruit we produce is
not the result of our doing
but of God’s doing in us.
This is why we worship;
to abide in God,
to be replanted by the
water of life, and
to be repotted at a table
that nourishes.

Abiding in the vine
with Christ’s vitality
flowing through us , our
fruit grows.
What is your strategy for
living a fruitful life?
~ Augsburg Fortress
www.augsburgfortress.org

“Love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another
in showing honor.” ~ Roman 12 :10
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12 — Saturday

20— SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM

13 — SUNDAY
2 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Hunger Offering
Prayers for Healing

4 — Friday

Happy Birthday Everett Parker

WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM



15 — Tuesday

Peggy & Gary Bockman Anniversary
Happy Birthday Michael Engle
Happy Birthday Chuck Dean

9 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Dianne Keil

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

24 — Thursday
25 — Friday

16 — Wednesday


8 — Tuesday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Nancy Sansum
Happy Birthday Jim Mintie

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

7 — Monday
MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



14 — Monday

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM





23 — Wednesday

5 — Saturday

ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM

21 — Monday
22 — Tuesday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

6 — SUNDAY

Noisy Offering

@ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

3 — Thursday





WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

ADULT EDUCATION

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM





MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

26 — Saturday

27 — SUNDAY

17 — Thursday

ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

18 — Friday




MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Pastor Steve

19 — Saturday

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Richard Hoover

28 — Monday

29 — Tuesday

10— Thursday
11 — Friday




MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Helen Liesenberg

Mike & Martie Engle Anniversary
P.A. & Brooke White Anniversary

30 — Wednesday
31 — Thursday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Christy Berg

GLORIA DEI EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
5872 Naples Plaza
Long Beach, California90803

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage paid
Long Beach, California
Permit No. 2190

Return Service Requested

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We
welcome all without regard to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide
us. Our unity is in Christ in whom we are all made new. (2 Cor. 5:17-19)

