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“Remember, mystery isn’t something that you cannot understand—it is
something that you can endlessly understand! There is no point at which
you can say, ‘I’ve got it.’ Always and forever, mystery gets you!”
– Richard Rohr, The Divine Dance

I was at the Paul Simon farewell tour concert at the Hollywood Bowl last
Wednesday night along with Meri, Brooke, P.A., Brice and Ellen. Go
ahead, take a moment to envy us. I’ll wait. I’ve been to some truly
amazing concerts by some truly inspiring performers in my life, but this one
topped them all. Really. That’s not just hyperbole. It’s true that his voice
is not quite what it once was, though not at all bad for a 76 year old guy
singing in such a wide variety of styles. But you don’t really think much
about his vocal quality because he still has that astonishing and unique
combination of intimacy and energy, humility and confidence that just
draw you in to him and the music. Well, I could go on. And on and on.
Because Paul Simon is in my not-at-all-humble opinion the very best songwriter and lyricist of my lifetime and I’ll be more than happy to defend that
assertion if you’d like to quibble. But I digress.
Part of what made this concert so powerful was the amazing musicians
who were performing with him on stage: Vincent Nguini, the impressive
Nigerian guitarist; Mark Stewart, the astonishing multi-instrumentalist from
New York; yMusic, the avant-garde string ensemble... the horns, the
percussionists…I’m telling you, that was a killer band up there on the stage
with him. And as they played together all the music of the decades of
his life as a songwriter—his songs with South American roots, his songs with
African roots, his songs that floated up out of the Louisiana bayou and
cemeteries of New Orleans, and even a few of his old original 60s folkie
songs, I couldn’t help but reflect on the decades of his musical journey of
creativity and how he had taken so many of us along for the ride with him.
I found myself remembering back to the first time I saw him in concert. It
was November 15, 1969 at the Long Beach Arena. I confess, I had to look
up the date, but I can close my eyes and still see and hear moments of
that concert. It was Simon and Garfunkel, then and they were near the
apex of their popularity as a duo. For the first two thirds of the evening
they sang all the popular songs we all knew and loved from the albums
we all already owned. Paul played guitar. I think a pianist and a couple
Continued on page 3
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MAY YOU OBSERVE YOUR WORLD WITH
LOVING CONSIDERATION…..
GLORIA DEI—THE LITTLE CHURCH WITH THE BIG HEART
We invite you to join us for worship every Sunday at 10 AM in the
summer! Our God ‘s Work. Our Hands approach will provide you
with an avenue to serve others in our community. Friendly, grace-filled
members are eager to welcome you into our fellowship with Christ.
We look forward to getting to know you as we share coffee and
conversation every Sunday after our service.

FEEDBACK
Are you receiving this
monthly newsletter? Tell us
what you think...Send
comments, suggestions,
article submissions & photos
to pbockman@fullerton.edu

WITH US!
This is Christ's church.
There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's
grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person-questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's
name for the life of the world.

Help us continue to save on
printing costs! Let us know if
you want to receive your
newsletter via email instead
of the U.S. Postal Service!
Please send an email to
sirvine@gdlclb.org or drop it
off at church, or mail to
church, or place it in the
offering plate.

“For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand
to be our way of life.” ~Ephesians 2:10
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Thoughts Along the Way Continues….

of string players accompanied them on a few songs. Then Paul said they would like to
introduce some new songs from their new album that was about to be released. With
that a drum kit, a bass amp and a couple of electric guitar amps were rolled onto the
stage along with some other percussion instruments and an assortment of new musicians
plugged in to this new group of instruments. This did not look like Simon and Garfunkel
folkish music. This looked like Rock. And people started to boo.
Hard to believe, but more than a few people started to boo. I thought of that as I watched
Paul Simon perform all these decades later accompanied by two drum kits, two electric
guitars, a full horn section, accordions, a zydeco organ, a very full percussion section—I
thought of those people who booed all those years ago and wondered if any of them
were with us on this night to celebrate where the journey of music had taken him. On that
night in 1969, when the people booed, he simply smiled and said, “Now, now, give it a
chance. I think you’ll like it.” And then they played Cecilia. And then El Condor Pasa.
Then Keep the Customer Satisfied, Baby Driver… and when they played Bridge Over
Troubled Water there wasn’t a dry eye in the arena. And from then on they could do no
wrong.
When we love the old familiar songs so dearly it is sometimes hard to allow room in our
hearts and minds for the new songs. Mary Chapin Carpenter once quipped at a concert
that she wanted to break songs out of “new song jail.” I think this same dynamic can apply
to our theological thinking. Sometimes we’re reluctant to hear the melodies of our beliefs
rearranged and played by different instrumentation, to different rhythms. We’ve lived so
long with words like “grace,” and “atonement,” and “Trinity,” and “Incarnation,” and even
“Creation” that they can sometimes trigger within us a mental version of Name That Tune.
Just hearing the word activates a mental shortcut to an old recording and it’s enough to
know it’s there even if we haven’t actually payed any attention to it in ages. And yet, if we
dare to listen what some unexpected voices are singing on these themes, we might hear
the ancient songs come alive and dance in a whole new way that reinvigorates our faith
and our lives. And if you don’t like the new arrangements…well the old cantatas will still
always be there.
“Music is forever; music should grow and mature with you, following you right
on up until you die.” –Paul Simon
The same can be said for theology.
Pro Gloria Dei,
Pastor Steve
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Council Update






Council met on May 7 at 7PM.
The Glorious Dei Newsletter will be taking a
summer and fall break and will not be
published in August and October.
Dorcas Wang Mission our partner in China will
be visiting the Long Beach area August 1st.
Please review the clipboards next to the flower
chart and volunteer to be an usher, bring
cookies, or clean up after coffee hour. The
flower chart also has some vacancies. Thank
you in advance, for sponsoring one or two
dates this year.

Congregational Update













The Congregational Meeting was held on May 20.
At the Congregational meeting we approved the meeting minutes from January 28,
2018.
Two volunteers were elected to attend Synod Assembly June 1-2 at California Lutheran
University. Margie Brown and Sandy Irvine will be representing us at this meeting. Thank
you Margie and Sandy.
We also elected 5 members to council starting June 4th. Beverly Pandora and Laura
Subke are joining council. Margie Brown, Marilyn Bittle and Beth Rotsel were re-elected
to another term.
Stephanie Siemer reported the results of the Living the Resurrection congregational
interviews. A written copy is posted in the fellowship hall for your review.
Heartfelt thanks Barbara White who is leaving Church Council for her service.
If you are interested in joining a small group or would like more information, Marilyn
Bittle will be hosting a small group informational meeting at her home of on June 22nd
at 6:30 in the evening. Please RSVP to Marilyn (cell:562.743.1339 or
mmrbret2002@aol.com) if you would like to attend the meeting. Phil and Karen Como
will be discussing how the group works and answering questions.
A special thank you to those members who are continuing with Church Council:
Sandy Anderson, Galen Anderson, and Bob Siemer.
A special thank you to our long standing Treasurer and Financial Secretary. Gary
Bockman and Twyla Karkut have both held these positions for a very long time. They
attend all Council meetings to keep us up to date on our finances and contributions.
Please help us thank them for all the work they have done us.

Blessings to you and have a Glorious Dei.
Stephanie Siemer, Council President

Email: ssiemer@charter.net
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ELCA Future Directions 2025 goals and
priority areas for the ELCA as a whole church.
These are based in a shared trust and hope that
the future is in God’s hands. And they express
what this church has
collectively said is important into the future.

MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
ONE ANOTHER…


AMOUG US – offer immediate
assistance to families of Gloria Dei;
take a member to lunch or dinner



Donate books for the military



Sponsor Altar Flowers

GOAL ONE: A thriving church spreading the
gospel and deepening faith for all.



Bake cookies—Share veges & fruit

GOAL TWO: A church equipping people for
their baptismal vocations in the work and
this church.



PRIORITY ACTION AREAS

from your garden
Lutheran Maritime Ministry— help
purchase bibles and supplies

GOAL THREE: An inviting and welcoming
church that reflects and embraces the
diversity of our communities and the gifts
and opportunities that diversity brings.

GOAL FOUR: A visible church deeply
committed to working ecumenically and
with and with other people of faith for
justice, peace and reconciliation in
communities and around the world.


GOAL FIVE: A well-governed, connected
and sustainable church.
Telling the Story of the Church we are Becoming

weekly needs: ushers, counters,
fellowship hosting & clean up crew


Our Vision
A world experiencing the difference God's
grace and love in Christ makes for all people
and creation.
LEARN MORE: http://www.elca.org/future

LSS Food Pantry — make donations to
feed Long Beach residents and the

We are confident about who we are in Christ
and what God is calling us to do.
Our Shared Purpose
Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace
to live faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully.

Volunteer—devote time & talents to

hungry in our community


LSS— assist in the cost of capital
improvements on Pine Avenue in Long
Beach



Memorial Fund — help support special
needs at Gloria Dei
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(A RECENT CALL FOR HELP IN OUR LAST NEWSLETTER)

NOT EVERYONE CAN VOLUNTEER…

But, with your gift, YOU can help turn despair into hope for
many in our partner churches in Hawaii.

WOW…THE LITTLE CHURCH WITH A BIG HEART
RESPONDS IN A BIG WAY!

THANK YOU GLORIA DEI MEMBERS WHO
CONTRIBUTED TO RELIEF FOR KAUAI AND
CALVARY BY THE SEA IN HONOLULU.
TOGETHER WE RAISED OVER $1100.

Interested in joining a small group or would like more information? Marilyn Bittle will be hosting
a small group informational meeting at her home on June 22 at 6:30 in the evening. Please RSVP
to Marilyn (cell:562.743.1339 or mmrbret2002@aol.com) if you would like to attend the
gathering. Phil and Karen Como will be discussing how the group works and answering questions.

Gathering
This is a time to warm up through prayer and personal sharing. Questions set the stage for the
theme and encourage personal sharing that builds group identity and fosters supportive
relationships. Allow time for laughter and genuine community building.
Growing
A time to study the Bible, reﬂect through story and exercises, and journal individual and group
discoveries.
Going
This is a time to imagine the possibilities for faith sharing between sessions, to pray and to commit
to further prayer and reﬂection. Depending on the length of group conversation, sessions can run
between 50 and 90 minutes. Ideal settings for this study include participant’s homes, church, or
any comfortable room conducive to open, honest sharing.
Source: —From Living Faith Congregational Planning Guide © 2000 ELCA, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Available online at www.elca.org/init/teachthefaith/
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7 — Thursday
8 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

9 — Saturday

18 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

19 — Tuesday
20 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

21 — Thursday

10 — SUNDAY

June

ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
HUNGER OFFERING &
PRAYERS OF HEALING
O.A. MTG @ 7:00 PM

13—Happy Birthday Erika Eidam



21—Happy Birthday Dee Perretta

11 — Monday

22—Happy Birthday Lauren Mintie



Happy Birthday Candy Wood

1 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

2 — Saturday

3 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION


O.A. MTG @ 7:00 PM

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Stuart & Laura Subke Anniversary

12 — Tuesday
13 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Carl & Carrol Irwin Anniversary

14 — Thursday
15 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

16 — Saturday

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM




A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Steve & Meri Beckham Anniversary

23 — Saturday
Bob & Stephanie Siemer Anniversary

24 — SUNDAY
SUMMER WORSHIP TIME
@ 10:00 AM ****
HOLY COMMUNION


O.A. MTG @ 7:00 PM

25 — Monday

4 — Monday


22 — Friday



17 —

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

26 — Tuesday
27 — Wednesday

Vicky & Steve Gammer Anniversary

5 — Tuesday
6 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

SUMMER
WORSHIP
TIME

@ 10:00 AM
HOLY
COMMUNION
NOISY
OFFERING



MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

28 — Thursday
29 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

30 — Saturday
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because
God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to the social, cultural or economic
circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity is in Christ in whom we are all made new.
(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

