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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY…
“Indeed the mystery of Christ runs the risk of being disbelieved precisely

GLORIOUS DEI . . .

G L O R I A

D E I

E V A N G E L I C A L

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

J A N U A R Y

2 0 1 9

because it is so incredibly wonderful.” --Cyril of Alexandria

It is still Advent as I write this, my favorite season of the Church year. Advent
is often called the season of Already And Not Yet. Well clergy and church
nerds call it that. But even if you’re a complete newbie to Church life you’d
have to be pretty oblivious to miss the sense of anticipation and preparation. The themes of the season are so explicit: Prepare and Repent—this is
a season for self-examination, a change of head and heart, and moving in
a new, positive direction if need be—all in order to be ready and able to
receive Christ.
The candles of Advent are lit, Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, one each week
until all four are aglow. Several years ago I made these four lights the
mantra for my centering prayer each morning: Breathe in Hope. Breathe
out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love. I practice this all year long,
not just during Advent. It’s amazing how calming and restorative it can be.
I love the players in the drama of Advent. I love it that the key players in the
greatest story in the history of the world are all “nobodies” in their own time
and place. The only one with anything like a place of importance is John
the Baptizer’s father, Zachariah, a priest who served in the temple. Joseph
is a tekton, a day laborer. Mary is probably barely in her teens. They hail
from Nazareth, a little nothing of a village, just east of Nowhere. Even when
we meet John the Baptizer as an adult, Luke’s gospel makes it clear that he
is not working from anything like a typical power base—after listing all the
secular and religious powers-that-be in the world from the emperor on
down Luke states that the word of God came to (drumroll) John. In the
wilderness. The wild man with a camel skin shirt and a leather belt who eats
locusts and wild honey. It’s a reminder that God can and does work
through anybody. You and me included.
Breathe in Hope. Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love.
The decorations have already gone up for Christmas. The Christmas music
has already been playing in the stores and on at least one radio station
since Thanksgiving. True, it’s mostly the culture’s music of the season, but it
helps to set the mood for... for what? The holidays? Okay. That’s meet, right
and salutary in our multi-religious/non-religious, multi-cultural culture. Really,
it is. And a few decidedly-Christmas songs still creeps into the mix now and
...Continued on page 2
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Seeds for the Parish is the resource newspaper of the ELCA. Each
issue contains articles that provide congregations with insights,
ideas and tools to assist them in a variety of ministries including
worship, Christian education, stewardship, evangelism, youth
ministries, social ministries, leadership and more. The print version
is now discontinued, however, Seeds Monthly is an electronic email
you can sign-up for and receive directly in your email box. Please go
to ELCA.org/subscribe. It’s quick, easy and free!
www.elca.org/Resources/Seeds-for-the-Parish

SAVIOUR OF THE NATIONS, COME. MAKE YOUR HOME
HERE IN US. FEED US WITH YOUR LOVE, THAT OUR FAITH
SHINE EVER NEW AND OUR LIVES REVEAL YOUR LIGHT.
Thoughts Along the Way Continues...

again, so I won’t complain about. It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! Andy Williams says so.
Breathe in Hope. Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love.
There’s a long-overdue cultural kerfuffle about the song Baby It’s Cold Outside, and I can’t help
but reflect on all the ways we’ve grown cold inside. That’s probably an appropriate use of Advent.
But when we visit the shadows we need to remember that our role as followers of Jesus, persons
filled with the ever-aborning Christ, is to not only keep the light and warmth of Christ alive, but to
shine with it always like living lanterns, to kindle it and reignite it time and again in our own lives, in
each other, and in the lives of those around us.
Breathe in Hope. Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love.
And suddenly, Christmas. My earliest Christmases were as full of cold and snow as a Bing Crosby
movie so it was easy to immerse myself in it, to walk in that Winter Wonderland people were
singing about. But even after we moved to snowless California the wonder of the season remained
because for us Christ was always at the center of it all. Yes, oh by gosh, by golly, it was time for
mistletoe and holly, but Christ was at the center of it. And even today, though the festivity of the
season seems to be somewhat eroded, you can still see it all around us. The culture may now
celebrate Happy Holidays, but the lights and decorations still go up. People still are setting aside
a particular time and season to focus on generosity and giving. Christmas, God’s great gift, is still
at the heart of it all, even if they don’t name it or know it. The light shines on even though the
darkness doesn’t understand it.
Breathe in Hope. Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love.
May your Advent be reflective. May Christ fill your Christmas and all your days…and all your life.
Breathe in Hope. Breathe out Peace. Breathe in Joy. Breathe out Love.
Pro Gloria Dei,

Pastor Steve
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We are a church that values and practices accompaniment. Accompaniment is walking together in
a solidarity that practices interdependence and mutuality. Through long-term mutual relationships close
to home and worldwide, we participate in God’s mission together, share joys and sorrows, pray
together, share our strengths and collaborate on mutually beneficial ministries. Together—with our
global companions, partners and neighbors—we accomplish more than we can as individuals.
~ ELCA website

BLESSINGS...Your Council met on December 3. Please note that these are open
meetings and all congregation members are welcome.
Our Community Prayer Wall continues to draw small groups of people as they walk by
to view the Christmas lights on the canals emphasizing the season of hope and love.
The Finance Committee is busy this month with our year end budget reconciliation and
planning for next year based on the returned pledge cards and estimation of money
we may receive from non-pledgers. The committee does an excellent job. Please thank
Beth Rotsel, Twyla Karkut, Gary Bockman and Bob Siemer for their diligence in this effort.
We will review the 2018 spending plan and the forecasted budget for 2019 at the
Congregational Meeting on January 27. Please mark your calendars to attend this
important meeting right after service. We also have a luncheon!
On a personal note, thank you everyone for the prayers and cards for Bob during and
after his surgery. He is in the healing process and doing well. Those prayers really help!

Keep one another in your prayers, and have a happy and safe New Year.

Stephanie Siemer, President
Email: ssiemer@charter.net
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Won’t you consider volunteering a few Sundays a year? A small gesture to
enhance our ability to connect and reach out to others.

We need USHER TEAMS to serve once a month! See Danny Bach for
details. Mother– Son team? Best Buddies? Sisters? Father-Daughter?
Sign up to be a GREETER after our worship service. Won’t you help us welcome members and
guests? WOW, what a easy way to contribute to our Gloria Dei community!

The rampant fires in California have been extinguished. Thousands of people have been displaced,
homes damaged or destroyed, vehicles incinerated, and family heirlooms lost forever. The damage is
enormous, and the response needs to be huge as well. After emergency relief, the process of longterm recovery begins. Lutheran Social Services of Southern California is prepared to step in at this
juncture. We work with Lutheran Disaster Response national and Lutheran Social Services of Northern
California, alongside the communities, providing case management on an individualized basis. Your
donations are essential, and can offer relief, and case management for the many in need. Please help
the thousands of people who have been displaced by donating today through one of the agencies
below. ~ Ronald S. Drews President/CEO, LSSSC
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
https://www.lsssc.org
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
https://www.lssnorcal.org/get-involved/give/donate.html
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE NATIONAL
https://community.elca.org/uswildfires

Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, What are you doing for others?
~ Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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The finances of the church, whether they are the finances of a congregation,
synod or the churchwide organization, are an important and necessary
function of its mission. Through responsibly organized and managed financial
resources, we are able to support and carry on the work of the church as we
serve and love our neighbor, and do God’s work of restoring and reconciling
communities in Jesus Christ’s name throughout the world.
Source: ELCA website

Please take time to review the Statement of Income and Expense that was submitted as part
of the November 2018 Treasurer’s Report. November revenue exceeded expenses by a total
of $3,506 and YTD revenue now exceeds expenses by $26,517. There is also $5,521
remaining from the 2017 surplus. Contributions are $18,231 over the amount budgeted for
the first eleven months of 2018, and $1,723 ahead of the same period last year (adjusted for
prepaid income). Giving to our Mission partners is $1,980 higher than the amount budgeted.
We are giving 10% of all income to our mission partners. For the first eleven months of 2018
Revenue averaged $20,708 and Expenses averaged $18,297.
A reminder that we will review the final 2018 spending plan and the forecasted budget for
2019 at the Congregational Meeting on January 27. Please mark your calendar and plan to
attend this important meeting that is held after our Sunday worship service. Make sure to join
other members for lunch and fellowship. Thank you for your thoughtful participation.
Gary Bockman, Congregation Treasurer
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The Faith Practices Initiative of the ELCA urges
members of this church to “put their faith into
practice” by living out the promises contained
in the liturgy for the Affirmation of Baptism. In
that promise, we pledge as members of the
body of Christ through baptism to:
 live among God’s faithful people
 hear the word of God and share in the
Lord’s supper
 proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed
 serve all people following the example of
Jesus
 strive for justice and peace in all the earth
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 236)

How the Eucharist Changes Us
How we are being made one by this
table of thanksgiving we call the
Eucharist in spite of diverse administration and intention? When so much is
broken in this world, how does mutual
recognition of the promise of Christ’s
presence at the table promote
healing? When food insecurity and
scarcity seem to overwhelm many
people, how might the mystery and
meaning in the meal assuage our
common needs? These and other
questions will guide the time of
participants at the upcoming Institute
of Liturgical Studies to be held this
spring at Valparaiso University.

“ For the Sacrament of Holy Communion has no blessing and significance unless
love grows daily and so changes a person that they are made one with all others.”
— Martin Luther, 1519
Grab your ear buds — LISTEN & Walk!

Subscribe: www.elca.org/Resources/

Three Sides is a monthly podcast featuring stories
from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). As a church that believes God is calling us
into the world – together, Three Sides presents
diverse voices from across the ELCA. Listen to
unique stories from the many expressions of this
church.
 From our members whose lives are grounded
in faith, love of God and neighbor.
 From our congregations that work every day
to share the love of Christ with all God’s
people.
 From our global companions and partners that
join us as we work to build up Christ’s church
throughout the world.

For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even
beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry
to the saints — and this, not merely s we expected; they gave themselves first to the
Lord and, by the will of God, to us. ~ 2 Corinthians 8:3-5
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YEARS DAY

2 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

3 — Thursday
Happy Birthday Patty Hoffman

4 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

5 — Saturday


(NO ADULT EDUCATION)
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
Happy Birthday Morgan Adams

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Cameron Chinn
Happy Birthday Olivia Adams

12 — Saturday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM





SLAA MTG.@ 7:30 PM

21 — Monday

(Church Office Closed)

MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Max Berg

14 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Edith Cheoros

22 — Tuesday
23 — Wednesday

15 — Tuesday
Happy Birthday Karen Como
Happy Birthday Sally Oberjuerge



10 — Thursday

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

Noisy Offering
Hunger Envelope & Prayer of Healing

8 — Tuesday (No Adult Ed)
MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM



ADULT EDUCAITON @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

16 — Wednesday



Noisy Offering
Hunger Envelope & Prayer of Healing

13 — SUNDAY

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

9 — Wednesday

20 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCAITON @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

Happy Birthday Courtney Manley

O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

7 — Monday




MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

6 — SUNDAY



11 — Friday

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

17 — Thursday
SLAA MTG.@ 7:30 PM

Newsletter Deadline
24 — Thursday


25 — Friday




MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Cyndi Manley

19 — Saturday

MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM
A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM
D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

26 — Saturday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

27 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30, HOLY COMMUNION

18 — Friday




SLAA MTG.@ 7:30 PM

28 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Stephanie Siemer

29 — Tuesday
30 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. MTG.@ 7-8:00 AM

31 — Thursday
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We
welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard
to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity
is in Christ in whom we are all made new.

(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

