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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY...
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
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– John 13:34-35

I keep coming back to a quote by Diana Butler Bass from her book,
Christianity After Religion: The End of the Church and the Birth of a New
Spiritual Awakening. I admit that the title could be a bit off-putting for
some, but in many ways the book is quite hopeful about the future of our
faith. In any event here’s the quote that keeps coming back to me:
"Christianity did not begin with a confession. It began with an invitation
into friendship, into creating a new community, into forming relationships
based on love and service." - Diana Butler Bass
If that quote looks familiar it may be because I started last month’s article
with it. As I said, I keep coming back to it. I keep coming back to it
because it reaffirms for me something that I’ve come to understand
more and more deeply in the years I’ve been here in this community,
and that is this: Community is the essence of the Church. I want to be
quick to clarify that for the Church Christ is at the center of community.
Nevertheless, it’s important to remember, especially for persons like me
who tend to get wrapped up in the webbing of theology that the church
is, in its most fundamental sense, a community.
"I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole community and as
long as I live, it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can. I want to be
thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work the more I live."
– George Bernard Shaw
I continue to marvel at how much some of you do for this community of
faith, at all the ways you give of yourselves in time, talent and treasure. I
confess that sometimes I feel like a bit of a piker compared to the ways
some of you pour yourselves into our common life. I confess, too, that I’ve
come to an age where I don’t have the energy I once had, where I’m
trying to stretch and marshal my resources, so I don’t take on new things
as lightly, easily, or quickly as I once did. There are some things I’m letting
go of. Still, “it is my privilege to do…whatever I can.” And that’s a very
important qualifier. Whatever I can, and not what I can’t, even if all I can
do is show up. Showing up is no small thing.
...Continued on page 2
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He has Risen...
~Matthew 28:6

"We cannot live only for ourselves. A thousand fibers
connect us with each other." – Herman Melville
Eight years ago, just before I came to Gloria Dei, I had what
I call “the year of unintended sabbatical.” The church I
had been serving as Associate Pastor had suffered two
and a half years of financial drought due to the economic
downturn and an exodus of members who weren’t happy
with the ELCA’s 2009 decisions. The upshot was that the
congregation had to make some serious staffing cuts so my
position was eliminated. Tearful farewells, much regret, etc.,
but “all things are working together into the good for those
who love God and are called according to God’s
purpose.” (Rom. 8). During that year of sabbatical two of
the most important things I learned were: 1) It’s really, really,
really easy to get out of the habit of going to church and
participating in church, especially if you’re feeling at all
displaced or wounded; and 2) my life was rootless without
the community of faith. I had not context, no place to be
me. Yes, I had lots of other friends and other kinds of
community, but absent as I was from the community of
faith, of worship, of Christ, I was spiritually and
psychologically adrift.
Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us
consider how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another. –Hebrews 10:23-25

“Jesus said to her,
I am the
resurrection and the
life. He who believes in
me will live, even
though he dies, and
whoever lives and
believes in me
will never die.”
~John 11:25-26

We belong to each other. St. Paul understood this so clearly:
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members
of it.” (1 Cor. 12:27). That’s how connected we are. When
one is absent, we all feel it. When your little toe is bruised,
you limp. So…let’s not neglect to meet together. It’s too,
too easy to let that become a habit.
Pro Gloria Dei,
Pastor Steve

Luke 4:22 in the NRSV reads "All spoke well of him
and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth." The literal translation of
the Greek would be "Everyone affirmed him and
they were amazed at the words of grace that
walked out of his mouth." Words of grace that
walk forth from the Living Word...as it were.
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GLORIA DEI UPDATE
The Council met on March 4, here are the meeting highlights:
The Synod Assembly will be May 30 -June1. It will be held at
California Lutheran. Margie Brown and Robert Siemer have
volunteered to attend. Please let me know if you would like to
attend. We vote on who attends at the May Congregational
meeting. We will also select council members to replace those
who have termed out at the May meeting. Please consider
running for council.
Please join us if you would like to know more about the changes
at LSS. Wendy Rubio (site director) will attend our next council
meeting on April 1 at 7pm to discuss and answer questions
regarding the changes at Lutheran Social Services Long Beach.
Last month I outlined what the members of council do to keep
our church operating smoothly from month to month. In addition
to our council members other volunteers are needed to create a
Sunday Service. Before we open our doors here are all the tasks
that need to be scheduled and done:
Choir met and practiced for our service.
The church doors were unlocked and the parking chain was removed.
Paraments appropriate to the church year have been laid on the alter.
Communion was set out for the service.
Ushers volunteered.
An acolyte was chosen.
A lector volunteered.
A greeter volunteered.
Flowers were ordered, delivered, set out and will be removed and
given to the person who sponsored them.
The offering contributions will be counted and deposited.
Coffee was made, cookies were baked (cookie Sunday).
The kitchen set up and clean up.
The church is locked and the parking chains were replaced.

It takes approximately 16 volunteers, not including the choir and
cookie bakers for us to be ready for a service. Please take a
moment to thank these people who work every Sunday so we
can worship together. Many of these tasks take 30 minutes or less
to do and are rotated weekly or monthly so we don’t wear out
our volunteers. Take another moment to look at the signup sheets
in the fellowship hall and volunteer to help. If the task takes some
training, we will buddy you with someone until you are comfortable. Thank you in advance for considering to volunteer.
God’s Work, Our Hands
Stephanie Siemer, Council President
Email: ssiemer@charter.net
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FAREWELL DEAR FRIENDS
July 11, 1937 – February 24, 2019
William Henry Griffith III, “My wonderful husband Bill”
received his final healing from Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ on February 24, 2019. He passed peacefully
in his sleep with his wife by his side. He fought a
valiant battle with cancer because he wanted to
extend his time with his beloved family. He was blessed
with almost an extra year and a half. As a
patriarch, he excelled. His family is his living memorial.
Family and friends were extremely important to him. He
brought joy and humor into the lives of those who knew
him. His laugh was a memorable and a delightful part
of his personality. As a man of strong faith, he loved
the Lord and had an intimate relation with his Lord and
Savior. When he was healthy he always
participated actively in the church leadership.
He was a man of many interests. He had a successful career in marketing, working for
MacMillan Bloedel a Canadian based Forest Products Company. He also enjoyed many
hobbies. Building museum quality model ships from scratch was his true passion. He was a
voracious reader and enjoyed all kinds of books.
Camping and enjoying the glory of God’s creation was a shared love of ours. When we were
first married we bought a small camper van and tent. We camped all over the western states
and even went back across the country to the east coast one summer. In July of 1991 we gave
up camping and bought a cabin in Big Bear, which we kept for 23 years. It was a true joy to us
and our whole family. Deciding we needed some adventure in our lives, we purchased a large
motor home in 2012 and traveled all around the U.S.A. and Canada for four months every
summer. We saw so many places and shared lots of wonderful memories.
Bill was born on July 11, 1937 in Huntington Park, to William H. Griffith Jr. and to Sue “Totsy”
Hensley Griffith. We met in Long Beach on September 11, 1968 and were married on August 16,
1969 and lived in Long Beach until I retired in 2004. Then we moved to Indian Wells in February
of 2005. While we celebrated our 49th Anniversary last August, we had 50 wonderful years
together. He was predeceased by this father Bill, his mother Sue, and his sister Judy. He is
survived by this wife, Linda Griffith “Sweet Linda”, his daughters Kellie Griffith Lemon, Kimber
Griffith Elston, her husband Randy Elston, his grandchildren, Will Lemon, his wife Brandi Wells
Lemon, Drew Lemon, Cambria Lemon Rueda, her husband Londo Reuda, Tatiana Lemon, Katia
Lemon, Sean Elston, his wife Rieko Suda Elston, Bryce Elston, Brenly Elston, his great granddaughter, Ruby June Lemon his sister Sharon Hight, and her husband Wally.
Bill was interred on Saturday March 2, 2019 at Forest Lawn in Cathedral City in a private family
service. A Memorial Service will be held at Hope Lutheran Church, at 45-900 Portola Ave., Palm
Desert, 92260 on March 30, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. There will be a reception following at the church.
Send cards and connect with Linda — 44829 Guadalupe Drive, Indian Wells, CA 92210.
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On March 9, a service commemorating the life
of Janeene Carol Conter, was held at Gloria Dei
(wife of former Gloria Dei Pastor, Ted Conter).
Janeene’s first love was music and she directed
both children’s and adult choirs. At Gloria Dei,
she served as Director of Music for over 30 years
and her love for music was a part of every
aspect of her life.
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Illinois. It was while attending Carthage that she
met and fell deeply in love with Theodore
Conter, her future husband. After graduating
from college, Janeene and Ted were married by
Janeene’s father on November 24, 1961.

Ted went to seminary at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Berkley California and
was ordained on June 3, 1965. Janeene worked
as a Registered Nurse for over 40 years as the
Janeene died on February 25, 2019 with her
church moved them between parishes. Their
family around her. She was born the second of
three daughters in Burlington, Iowa on August 10, daughter, Andrea was born in 1965 and son,
Mark in 1967. In 1969 Ted was called to be pastor
1938 to parents Carl and Dorothea Tambert.
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Long Beach,
Janeene’s father was a Lutheran minister and
California, until their retirement in 2005. After
the family relocated from Iowa to St. Paul,
Minnesota before settling in Glendale, California retirement they relocated to Anchorage, Alaska
to be with their children, Andrea and Mark.
in 1946. The family remained in the Los Angeles
area where Janeene attended school, including Janeene’s other love was people, caring for
the California School of Nursing, where she was
everyone she met and making them feel special.
“capped” as a Registered Nurse in 1959. In 1960 Although Janeene will be deeply be missed, she
Janeene began attending her parents’ alma
is at peace. We are forever grateful to God for
mater, Carthage College located in Carthage,
the gift of her in our lives.
Fond memories of Janeene...One day at church, Janeene approached me and asked if I would like to work
as the church office secretary here at Gloria Dei. The secretary at the time, Pat O’Connor, was a member of
another church, and had just died, and they needed to find someone for that position. I said no thank you,
but I’ll be happy to sit in until you find someone. Well, I’m still at the desk nearly 18 years later! So I can either
thank Janeene or blame her for my being here this long.
I came to know the Conter family very well from the time I became
a member of Gloria Dei in July of 1974, to the last day her husband
Ted Conter preached here, which was July 2005. That’s 31 years.
Janeene was sweet, kind, loving and soft spoken. She was easy to
talk to. She was always at your side if you were going through
personal problems. Janeene was also a fighter and wasn’t afraid to
express her opinion on matters…but again, softly spoken.
Janeene loved music. She asked me if I was interested in joining the
choir soon after I came to Gloria Dei. I had the pleasure of singing
under her direction in the Sr. Choir. I remember when she drove
directly from Memorial Hospital arriving in nursing attire and name
badge. I enjoyed assisting her during Jr. Choir practice. We also
worked together teaching in the Children’s Sunday School program.
Janeene enjoyed sharing stories about her family: her dad, Dr. Carl
Tambert, who served as a pastor, and President of the Pacific Southwest Synod of the United Lutheran Church of America, her mother,
Dorthea who enjoyed sewing clothes, and her two sisters to whom
she stayed very close. You knew she came from a loving family.
And she carried that love into her own family with husband Ted,
daughter Andrea, and son, Mark…always supportive and very
proud of them.
Janeene holds a special place in my heart — Sandy Nelson
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HOLY WEEK
April 14 Palm Sunday
(No Adult Ed) 10:30 AM Worship Service

April 19 Good Friday

April 18 Maundy Thursday
Meal in the Upper Room at 6:30 PM

April 21 EASTER SUNDAY
Worship Service 10:30 AM ( No Adult Ed)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — APRIL 2019
FEEDBACK
Are you receiving this
monthly newsletter?
Tell us what you think...Send
ideas, comments and
suggestions to
pbockman@fullerton.edu

9 — Tuesday

10 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

2 — Tuesday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

21 —
WORSHIP & COMMUNION @ 10:30

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

11 — Thursday
Al & Judi Mellow Anniversary

1 — Monday


20 — Saturday


12 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



AL-ANON @ 9-10 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

22 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Bev Pandora

3 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Peggy Bockman

4 — Thursday

13 — Saturday


14 —
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
Noisy Offering

5 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



AL-ANON @ 9-10 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

6 -— Saturday


O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

15 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

16 — Tuesday
17 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

7 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

Happy Birthday Donna Malbon

18 —

Roger & Judy Powell Anniversary

8 — Monday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

Happy Birthday Lanae Caldwell

Happy Birthday David Fuller

24 — Wednesday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

25 — Thursday
26 — Friday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



AL-ANON @ 9-10 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

27 — Saturday


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

28 — SUNDAY
ADULT EDUCATION @ 9 AM
WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
Happy Birthday Brooke White

29 —

Hunger Offering
Prayers for Healing
O.A. MTG. @ 7:00 PM

23 — Tuesday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



Monday

MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM

30 — Tuesday
19 —


MEN’S A.A. @ 7-8:00 AM



AL-ANON @ 9-10 AM



A.A. MTG.@ 1:00 PM



D.A. MTG @ 6:00 PM

Happy Birthday Don Melin

SERVE



Sponsor Altar Flowers
Volunteer—ushers, acolyte,
counters, fellowship hosts,
greeter & kitchen crew
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. At Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We
welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard

to the social, cultural or economic circumstances that too often divide us. Our unity
is in Christ in whom we are all made new.

(2 Cor. 5:17-19)

