Generally, when listing online journals and books you must use the DOI number as
explained below. If after searching you cannot find a DOI number us the complete web address
of where the journal or book can be found. Generally, for journals this is not the University data
base, but rather the publisher’s website. Review instructions below.
Article From an Online Periodical
Online articles follow the same guidelines for printed articles. Include all information the online
host makes available, including an issue number in parentheses.
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Online Periodical,
volume number(issue number if available). Retrieved from
http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/
Bernstein, M. (2002). 10 tips on writing the living Web. A List Apart: For People Who Make
Websites, 149. Retrieved from http://www.alistapart.com/articles/writeliving
Online Scholarly Journal Article: Citing DOIs
Please note: In August of 2011 the formatting recommendations for DOIs changed. DOIs are
now rendered as an alpha-numeric string which acts as an active link. According to The APA
Style Guide to Electronic References, 6th edition, you should use the DOI format which the
article appears with. So, if it is using the older numeric string, use that as the DOI. If, however,
it is presented as the newer alpha-numeric string, use that as the DOI. The Purdue OWL
maintains examples of citations using both DOI styles. Because online materials can potentially
change URLs, APA recommends providing a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), when it is
available, as opposed to the URL. DOIs are an attempt to provide stable, long-lasting links for
online articles. They are unique to their documents and consist of a long alphanumeric code.
Many-but not all-publishers will provide an article's DOI on the first page of the document. Note

that some online bibliographies provide an article's DOI but may "hide" the code under a button
which may read "Article" or may be an abbreviation of a vendor's name like "CrossRef" or
"PubMed." This button will usually lead the user to the full article which will include the DOI.
Find DOI's from print publications or ones that go to dead links with CrossRef.org's "DOI
Resolver," which is displayed in a central location on their home page.
Article From an Online Periodical with DOI Assigned
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume
number, page range. doi:0000000/000000000000 or http://dx.doi.org/10.0000/0000
Brownlie, D. (2007). Toward effective poster presentations: An annotated bibliography.
European Journal of Marketing, 41, 1245-1283. doi:10.1108/03090560710821161
Wooldridge, M.B., & Shapka, J. (2012). Playing with technology: Mother-toddler interaction
scores lower during play with electronic toys. Journal of Applied Developmental
Psychology, 33(5), 211-218. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.appdev.2012.05.005
Article From an Online Periodical with no DOI Assigned
Online scholarly journal articles without a DOI require the URL of the journal home page.
Remember that one goal of citations is to provide your readers with enough information to find
the article; providing the journal home page aids readers in this process.
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume
number. Retrieved from http://www.journalhomepage.com/full/url/
Kenneth, I. A. (2000). A Buddhist response to the nature of human rights. Journal of Buddhist
Ethics, 8. Retrieved from http://www.cac.psu.edu/jbe/twocont.html
Electronic Books

Electronic books may include books found on personal websites, databases, or even in audio
form. Use the following format if the book you are using is only provided in a digital format or
is difficult to find in print. If the work is not directly available online or must be purchased, use
"Available from," rather than "Retrieved from," and point readers to where they can find it. For
books available in print form and electronic form, include the publish date in parentheses after
the author's name. For references to e-book editions, be sure to include the type and version of
e-book you are references (e.g., "[Kindle DX version]"). If DOIs are available, provide them at
the end of the reference.
De Huff, E. W. (n.d.). Taytay’s tales: Traditional Pueblo Indian tales. Retrieved from
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/dehuff/taytay/taytay.html
Davis, J. (n.d.). Familiar birdsongs of the Northwest. Available from
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=1-9780931686108-0

