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rowing up in the Roman Catholic tradition, Lent was a
time of penitence which was often associated with sacrifice, i.e. giving
something up for the five weeks of Lent. My own family often engaged
in a spiritual practice rather than forgoing a favorite food or television.
We would gather after dinner and pray the rosary together – a rather
fond memory I have from my youth. It also entailed fasting at least one
day per week and abstaining from eating meat on Fridays, which was
not a sacrifice for my maternal grandmother since she loved sea food.
What is a sacrifice for one person is another’s pleasure, I suppose. Or
you could take my father’s premise that the Roman church asked people to abstain from meat in order to support the local fish monger. Life
and humor in my family was never dull!
Lent is a holy time for deep and earnest reflection on what we value
and how we express our faith in light of this truth. As Christians, we
must commit (recommit?) to adapt and change in an ever-increasing
secular world that draws us away from Christ and into greater selfindulgence. Our Christian value is one where we are not in service to
buildings nor liturgies – we serve people by caring for and loving our
neighbors as we do one another in the parish. We are called to give witness beyond our doors by engaging the world and not removing ourselves from it. The genuine sacrifice of Lent is a selfless love for the other. That is what the cross attests to and what we, as disciples of Christ,
are invited to participate in.
For some, that participation entails giving something up that we
cherish, possibly abstaining from one’s favorite food or substance. For
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others, it means taking on a spiritual practice or discipline. These are all good ideas and to be encouraged, if possible. However, Lent is more than that. Lent can be a time of transformation as we castoff
that which doesn’t give life so that we can be ready to receive the love of God in Christ and be transformed into faithful disciples. To live the resurrected life as an Easter people, we must first confront
our cultural indifferences to the plight of those less fortunate than ourselves, our participation in an
economic system that fosters want and need, and our blindness to war and militarism. There are many
faces to secularism, and Lent gives us the opportunity to reflect on and name them so we can see the
face of Christ in the least among us as we give witness to Jesus’ love for all. It is my prayer that each of
you will have a holy Lent and be open to the challenges this season presents so we can participate in
the joy it offers.
Blessings, + Father Gary

Outreach
We are pleased to be the new co-chairs of the Outreach Committee. We thank Pat Evans for her
dedicated and effective service as chair for the past many years!
We invite you to consider joining this very worthwhile ministry. Our current members have been
serving for a long time, and while we are all still very enthusiastic and productive, we'd love to have
some fresh faces join us to bring new ideas for discussion. The group meets every few months after
the Sunday service. It has the very important mission of allotting funds to deserving and worthy charities (local, national and international), spearheading congregation-wide fundraising and donation of
gifts to those in need for Christmas, and, for those who are able, participating in local service projects
such as Rise Against Hunger in the fall and preparing and serving Hope house dinners twice in the
summer.
We would also be pleased to hear of your suggestions for Outreach in our community and beyond
and hope that you will consider joining this very important ministry.
The Outreach Committee is once again partnering with other local organizations to participate in
the Rise Against Hunger drive. This international hunger relief program provides packaged meals for
those in need due to natural disasters, political unrest, and other crises. For more information, go to
www.riseagainsthunger.org.
Locally, our teams from area churches and groups raise funds to purchase the food supplies and
participate in a work day to prepare the packaged meals
(September 28 this year; you will hear more about that later). Last year, the plate offerings, funds raised from a youth
group supper, and the Outreach Committee's contribution
totaled nearly $3000. We hope to exceed that this year.
We hope that you will join us in this very worthwhile cause. Throughout Lent, envelopes will be available
in the pews. Checks may be written to St. James' Church, with "Rise Against Hunger" in the memo
line. The Outreach Committee has voted to match funds collected up to a total of $2000.
- Chris and Patty Fox
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Day School News

Learning Communities Initiative

Spring is just around the corner and that
means that our school registration for next year
has begun. Our preschool program is for children
ages three to five years old. The Day School is in
session Mondays through Thursdays from September through the second week of June and follows the Clinton Central School calendar. Our program for our three and a half to five year old students is from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. We also have a
Lunch Bunch option from 11:30 to 1:30 two days
per week or all four days, Monday through Thursday. Students bring a lunch from home. We also
have a 3 year old Day Session. Any child who
would like to attend this Day Session must be 3
years old by July 1st and also be toilet trained. Our
3year old program runs Mondays through Thursdays from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. There is no Lunch
Bunch option for the 3 year old program. If you
would like to schedule a tour or more information
please call the church office and ask for the Day
School.

The Learning Communities Initiative (LCI) is
a program sponsored by the Diocese that encourages participating parishes to go out and get to
know their community. Once a parish does that, it
is encouraged to come up with an experiment that
will make them more visible in their community.
The initiative is designed to encourage parishes to
“think outside the church” and “be church” in
some new ways.
In 2018 the St. James’ team of Charles Abraham, Karen Anderson, Katherine Collett, Patricia
Jue, Debra Lucas Mott, Terry Houtz Neil and Father Gary introduced the parish to Dwelling in the
Word. We asked you to reflect on what spoke to
you in the lectionary readings. We did this in worship services and following them. Then we began
offering an opportunity for you to share your God
sightings by submitting photos of events where
you saw God in your lives. (That is still ongoing
and we would love to have more submissions.)
Then we went out to the community and offered
people a chance to write down their prayers on a
prayer flag. We spent time at in front
of Stone Presbyterian Church on Thursdays when
the Farmer’s Market was open. At the Epiphany
party we asked people to work with the folks at
their table and create 3 sentence stories about
Epiphany and share them with the group. We had
some clever responses.
The Vestry has approved our participation in
a second year. There are 3 Diocesan wide meetings
and an opportunity to continue the projects we
have begun, as well as think of some new experiments. Please speak to any of the team members to
learn more about LCI. Please submit you photos of
God sightings in your lives (send to godsightings@stjamesclinton.org or place in the LCI
mailbox in the hallway to left of the parish hall lobby and if you are interested in joining the team just
let us know, we would love to double our numbers
this year. You can speak with Father Gary or any
of the team members.
- Karen Anderson

Our students are having fun learning about
winter animals, hibernation, and having a Valentine’s Day party to name a few activities. They
were asked what they love about St. James’ Day
School, and their answers ranged from the teachers to playing with magnets, the train table, and
our indoor climber. Their answers were written on
hearts and displayed in the classroom.
We now have a wish list on Amazon! The link for
it is: www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
B2OHZP3K6E87 . It will be an ongoing list so
please check it out. We will also be doing a spring
wish theme at the church during Easter week.
- Debbie Lindon
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Helping Haiti

New Vestry Members

For the past 5 years St. James’ parish has been supporting Père Fred’s
ministry in Haiti. In August Fred was re-assigned to a different parish.
He is now located in Camp-Perrin. His new church has not had a roof
over it since Hurricane Matthew struck the
island. On Feb 9/10 Père Fred was here at St.
James to share his story. The posters in the
parish hall share photos of Haiti and our involvement there. Thanks to funds from the
sale of the Lewis House and a matching
Père Fred’s church in Camp-Perrin
grant from the Diocesan Global Mission
Fund we presented Father Fred with a check for $6050.00 to be used to
help re-construct the roof at St. Matthias.
Last year we formed teams to raise funds to pay
teacher salaries and feed lunch to the students who
attend St. Paul’s school in Beaudin Jean Pierre. We
still have money to distribute to St. Paul’s and we
will continue to do so until those funds are exhausted, but we feel the need in Camp-Perrin are even
greater and we would like to try to help Father Fred
build up his ministry there. Many folks had the
Father Gary giving
the check to Père
chance to meet Father Fred in person at the recepFred
tions we help following worship services. On Saturday we had guests from St. Paul’s in Owego who came to meet Fred
because they formed a team last year and raised over $2500 for St.
Paul’s in Haiti.
After listening to Father Fred
there seems to be a great deal of excitement to continue our work with
him. We will continue to pray for
Père Fred and St. Matthias and we
will try to discern what our role will
be in his ministry. If you would like
Friends from St. Paul’s in Owego
to know more about Haiti and what
we have done there, or have ideas of future endeavors please speak
with Karen Anderson.
One way that you could support our joint ministry is to purchase
Singing Rooster Coffee. We have 3 varieties - French Roast, Vienna
(medium roast), and de-caf available for $10 a bag. Purchasing this
coffee benefits Haiti in two ways - the coffee is grown by Haitians and
they are paid fair trade wages for it, AND thanks to a parishioner here,
the entire cost of each bag of coffee goes into our Haiti fund and is invested in our mission there.
- Karen Anderson

Welcome to our new vestry members! Marcia Williams (Junior Warden), Mark Linderman, and Mary
Seyse were voted onto the vestry
during the 2019 election. Marcia
Williams and Mark Linderman
were commissioned and blessed
during the February 2nd worship
service, and Mary Seyse at the 2019
Vestry Retreat at St. Margaret’s
House in New Hartford. They will
begin their service at the February
vestry meeting.
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Mark Linderman and Marcia Williams at the
February 2nd worship service

Marriage Blessing
Father Gary blessed the marriage of
Deb and Jim Mott during the January 27th worship service.

Diocesan Events
Bishop’s Lenten Bible Study
Join Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe live online (via Facebook or Zoom) for a bible study on Thursdays at noon
in Lent. More information coming soon! Visit https://
cnyepiscopal.org/event/lent-study/2019-03-21/

Emotions get heated. Tensions rise. The subject
matter gets challenging. How can we have fruitful conversations in this time of increasing incivility?
"Difficult Conversations" workshops will build
your capacity to engage in faithful, respectful
conversations with others-even when there's
deep disagreement. You'll gain conflict resolution skills and learn how to encourage civil dialogue.
There's three opportunities to attend, in Oneida,
Ithaca, Liverpool or online, and the workshop is
free.
Register: https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/difficultconversations/2019-03-12/

March 7th
March 21st
March 28th
April 11th
No bible study on
March 14th, April 4th,
or April 18th.

Happening #71
This youth event will take place April 5-7. Details, location and registration to be announced. For more information visit https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/
happening-71/

Parish Events
Pancakes for Paws

Agape Dinner

We are hosting a Shrove Tuesday pancake supper to During the Maundy Thursday service there will be
benefit a local charity, Clinton Pet Vet Rescue and
an agape dinner. Everyone is encouraged to bring a
Sanctuary. There will be pancakes, sides, and gluten- Mediterranean inspired dish to share. The meal and
free vegan pancakes! Tickets are available through
wine will be blessed during the service
the church office, and at the door.
Adults $5 ● Children 5-12 $3 ● Under 5 are free

Clinton Ministerium Events
Lenten Ecumenical Study

Community Collection Day

Thursdays 3/14/19 – 4/11/19, 6 p.m. at Stone
This annual event will take place Saturday, April
Church. Each group to bring soup and bread on the 27th. More information to follow!
week their leader moderates. More information
available in the weekly e-news
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Lent
Lent is the Christian season of 40 days (not counting Sundays) before Easter. Although traditionally
viewed as a time of penitence and fasting, the real intent of Lent is preparation for Easter, as a time of
transformation. We offer several ways to help with your journey.

Journey through Lent
Join us in a “Journey through Lent” using award-winning cartoonist Jay Sidebotham’s calendar. It invites spiritual reflection and is a wonderful companion for the Lenten season. Pick up
one from the back of the church and take one to give to a friend. Hang it on the wall or keep on
a table for daily coloring.

Lenten Madness
It’s time for March Madness. No, not the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball
single-elimination tournament. We mean the single-elimination competition of
32 saints. Each day during the season of Lent, two saints are paired and folks
vote for their favorite saint. Four make it to the Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo. While “lighthearted” this is a great way to learn m ore of the saints who have gone before, and who continue to point
the way to faithfulness. Learn more at https://www.lentmadness.org/about Visit https://
www.lentmadness.org/ to subscribe to daily Lenten e-mails. Check out the results on the Lenten Madness Bracket poster in the Parish hall and by the All Saints' Room.

Where do you meet Jesus?
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus urges us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, and
visit the prisoners. Borrow a booklet of daily reflections that provides “boots-on-the-ground stories of
serving and being served by the least of these.” The meditations allow readers to explore our own hunger, our vulnerabilities, and the times we are imprisoned, either self-imposed or by circumstance. Come
and meet Jesus this blessed Lenten season. Booklets may be found in the back of the church. (You can
subscribe to your own Kindle version from https://www.amazon.com/Meeting-Jesus-MarginsMeditations-Matthew-ebook/dp/B01924XG46)

2019 Lenten Meditations Guides from the Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) Group
This booklet is a collection of meditations from the last ten years of ERD the Lenten series that have
touched folks the most deeply. They include reflections from many gifted writers, teachers, theologians
and spiritual guides. May these Lenten meditations deepen your faith in the risen Christ and strengthen
your connection to our neighbors and partners around the world. "As we consider Jesus’ life of healing and
sacrifice during this Lenten season,ERD asks you to reflect on your faith and how you might take action to
renew your commitment to people in need. Booklets are in the back of the church and in the parish hall
lobby. Take one home; take one to give to a friend or neighbor.
- Patricia Jue, Ph.D
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Worship Servers Needed!
Members of St. James Church are all invited to become Ushers, Lectors, and/or Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Our Sunday morning Worship Service is in need of more Ushers. Due to a shortage of volunteers, we currently schedule some Ushers 2 or 3 times per month. With more volunteers, Ushers wouldn’t be scheduled more than once a month. This important ministry involves welcoming worshipers, helping visitors
new to the service be familiar with the space, oversee the collection and bring the offertory gifts to the altar,
keeping track of number of worshipers present, assist in guiding parishioners during Communion, and
tending to the offering after the service. If you are interested in this ministry (or the ministry of a Eucharistic Minister or Lector) and want to learn more about an Usher’s duties, please email or call Gail Prentice,
our Worship Server Scheduler, at – Email: gailpren@twcny.rr.com, Home phone: 315-841-4109 or Cell
phone: 315-725-6620.

Upcoming Services For Lent and Easter
Ash Wednesday
Wed. March 6th
12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday
Sat. April 13
4:00 p.m.
Sun. April 14
9:30 p.m.

Good Friday
Fri. April 19
12:00 p.m.: Ecumenical Service
at Lutheran Care, 108 Utica St.
in Clinton
7:00 p.m.: Tenebrae

Holy Saturday– Easter Vigil
Sat. April 20
7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday
Sun. April 21
9:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thurs. April 18
5:30 p.m.

Easter Flowers & Greenery
Donations may be made towards the cost of flowers for Easter in memory of loved ones, or to honor Jesus,
the Christ. A minimum donation of $25 is requested. Please complete the form below and return it, along
with your donation, to the office or to the ushers during services by Friday, April 12. Make checks out to
St. James with “Easter Plants” in the memo line.
Parishioner’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
In memory/ In thanksgiving of (please circle an option):
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Will you take plant after the Sunday, April 21st service? Yes: ____ No: ____
Easter plants that are not taken after that service will be delivered to home bound members of our parish
so that they know that we think of them and include them in our celebrations. If you would like to receive
a plant or know someone who would like one, please contact the church office at (315) 853-5359 or
office@stjamesclinton.org
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Saturday, Mar. 2

Kathy Heuss

Charles Abraham

Craig & Kathy Heuss

Sunday, Mar. 3

Margaret Jones

Barbara Swetman

Don Neil & Randy Wilson

Wed. Mar. 6 (noon)

Ted Johnson

Patricia Jue

Randy Wilson

Wed. Mar. 6 (6 p.m.)

Gail Prentice

Gail Prentice

Ken Iles & Claire Hayes

Saturday, Mar. 9

Patty Fox

Chris Fox

Patty & Chris Fox

Sunday, Mar. 10

JoElyn Wakefield-Wright

Kathy Collett

Randy Wilson & Don Neil

Saturday, Mar. 16

Malinda Abraham

Charles Abraham

Malinda & Charles Abraham

Sunday, Mar. 17

Sharon Williams

Mary Lou Iles

Randy Wilson & Ken Iles

Saturday, Mar. 23

Chris Fox

Patty Fox

Chris & Patty Fox

Sunday, Mar. 24

Deborah Mott

Person Scheduled

Don Neil & Pat Davis

Saturday, Mar. 30

Kathy Heuss

Person Scheduled

Craig & Kathy Heuss

Sunday, Mar. 31

Jackie Medina

Randy Wilson

Ken Iles & Pat Davis

Saturday, April 6

Charles Abraham

Charles Abraham

Malinda & Charles Abraham

Sunday, April 7

Pat Evans

Brian Collett

Randy Wilson & Don Neil
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