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Malinda Abraham 
John Crossley 
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Leadership Group Chairs 
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Pat Evans, Outreach 
Sharon Williams, Property Management 
Craig Heuss, Investment 
Patricia Jue, Altar Guild 
 

Father Gary’s Office Hours: 

Tuesday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
or by appointment 
(520) 444-8617 
fathergary@stjamesclinton.org 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 9 a.m.– 12 p.m. 
(315) 853-5359 
office@stjamesclinton.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the Season of Creation? 
The Season of Creation is an optional season for the church year. For the most part, the 
seasons of the church year follow the life of Jesus: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
and Easter. The remainder of the church year encompasses Pentecost Season, which cele-
brates life in the Holy Spirit. Of course, there are many special days and occasional ser-
vices throughout the calendar of the church year, such as Christ the King Sunday. God is 
celebrated throughout the entire church year. And God the creator, Christ the redeemer 
of creation, and the Holy Spirit as sustainer of life are integral to worship throughout the 
church year. We hope that caring for creation is a vital dimension of every worship ser-
vice. 
 
How Does it Fit in the Calendar of a church year? 
The Season of Creation is a relatively new season of the church year, a season that is also 
known in the church bodies of some countries as “Creation Time.” As an optional sea-
son, the Season of Creation can be celebrated at different points in the church year. Most 
commonly it has been celebrated between Creation Day on September 1 and St Francis 
of Assisi Day on October 4. Here at St. James, Creation Season begins on the Weekend 
of September 16 and follows for four Sundays ending on the weekend of October 7. 

Outreach 
 

St. James’ once again prepared and served 
one of the Hope House guests favorite din-
ners: hamburger stroganoff. Many hands 
helped prepare and the Coes and their 
granddaughter helped serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope many are signing up for the Rise Against Hunger packing day on Saturday, September 
29th. Two 2-hour shift times are available. Sign up sheets are in the parish hall and the back of 
the sanctuary. See you there!  - Pat Evans 
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 A visiting Priest was attending a men’s breakfast in Ohio Farm County. He asked one of the older farmers in attendance to say 
grace that morning. After all were seated, the older farmer began….”Lord , I hate buttermilk.” The Priest opened one eye and won-
dered to himself where this was going. Then the farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate lard.” Now the Priest was overly worried. 
However, without missing a beat, the farmer prayed on, “And Lord, you know I don’t care much for raw white flour.” Just as the 
Priest was ready to stand and stop everything, the farmer continued, “But Lord, when you mix ‘em all together and bake ‘em up, I do 
love fresh biscuits. So Lord, when things come up we don’t like, when life gets hard, when we just don’t understand what you are 
sayin’ to us, we just need to relax and wait ‘til You are done mixin’, and probably it will be somethin’ even better than biscuits. 
 Amen.” - shared by a parishioner 

Learning Communities  

Initiative update 

 

 Our parish is one of many that is participating in 
the Learning Communities Initiative offered by our dio-
cese. For those who have never heard of it, this article is a 
quick recap of what we have done so far and what you can 
expect to see from us in the near future. 
 Our parish leadership team consists of Charles 
Abraham, Karen Anderson, Katherine Collett, Patricia Jue, 
Debra Lucas Mott, Terry Houtz Neil and Father Gary. 
We have a coach provided from the diocese - Doug 
Mouncey who attends our meetings and keeps us up to 
date on what is happening. 
 We began meeting in February. We had our second 
diocesan meeting in May and our third meeting will take 
place at the end of September. The first step for us was 
Dwelling In The Word. You may recall that we provided 
opportunity for this following our services and this will 
continue starting in September. This simply involves listen-
ing to the lectionary reading and sharing with others what 
spoke to you as you heard it. This is not intended to be a 
Bible study, but just provides an opportunity to share with 
others what each of us hears in a particular passage on a 
particular day. 
 Our second endeavor was God sightings. We asked 
you to share with us where you see God in your daily lives. 
We still post those to the website and on the weekly email, 
so please snap a picture of anything that happens in your 
life where you see God, submit it and we will share it. 
 Our third experiment is our prayer flag project. 
This project has taken us out of the walls of St. James’ and 
into our community. We have set up on the lawn of Stone 
Presbyterian Church on many days that the Farmer’s Mar-
ket takes place on the village green. We invite people to 

write anything that they would like on a “prayer flag” and 
add it to our petitions that wave freely in the wind. We will 
continue to do this through the fall. This experiment has 
given us a chance to meet our neighbors and listen to what 
concerns or thanksgivings they are willing to share. 

  If you would like to join us in September and Oc-
tober, please speak to any of us, we would love to have you 
come sit for an hour or so and share in this ministry. It has 
been a joy to listen to our neighbors, or simply provide 
them with a safe place to share their petitions to God. This 
is something we hope to expand upon. 
 Tucked in-between God sightings and the prayer 
flags we began an exercise in deep listening. We plan to 
continue and expand this process during the fall. We will 
ask you as individuals or in small groups to share with us 
how your spirituality has formed and where you feel it is 
taking you now. More details to come soon on how and 
when this will happen, but some of you have already partic-
ipated in this with members of our leadership team. Again, 
this provides a chance for people to explore their own spir-
itual journey, something we don’t often get to do. 
 As a group, we feel this has been a good start for 
this parish and we look forward to continuing our experi-
ments in the future. This initiative has given us a chance to 
be church in a different way and to share with each other 
how that feels. Our hope is that we can now draw more of 
you into this experience and share what we have learned as 
well as see where God is leading us next.    
 -Karen Anderson 
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Day School 

Another year is starting for the Day School. Ms. Stahl and Ms. Lindon will 
be back as co-teachers. There will be a parent meeting with the students on 
Thursday, September 6th, with a full day starting on Monday., September 
10th.   
This year the Day School is starting their three year old program. Children 
need to be three by July 1st, and have to be toilet trained. 
A big Thank You to everyone who has picked an apple from our tree and 
bought supplies for our school. If haven’t already done so, the apple wish 
tree is located in the back of the church.  
We still have openings for this school year. Please let you friends with little 
ones, ages 3 to 4, know about our amazing school!  - Debbie Lindon 

Lutheran Care along with SO-

DEXO, Presbyterian Home, Kraft 

Foods, and the NHL will be spon-

soring the Pancake Breakfast for 

The Country Pantry. The Breakfast 

will be held on Saturday, Septem-

ber 22, between 7:30 am and 11:00 

am. It will be held in the Communi-

ty Room at Lutheran Care. The cost 

is $7, and children under 5 years old 

are free. 
 
This year, due to the Clinton Arena 

winning the "HOCKEYVILLE TI-

TLE," Kraft Foods and The NHL 

will help host the breakfast. They 

will be donating some food for the 

breakfast and they intend on having 

us on their weekend schedule of 

events for the Clinton Community. 
 
We will be holding our basket raffle 

and most importantly, sharing the 

pantry mission with the communi-

ty. Please let your churches, organi-

zations, friends and neighbors 

know about the breakfast.  
 
Any church, business, group, indi-

vidual, wishing to donate a themed 

basket to the event, please let me 

know. Baskets will be due by Sep-

tember 7th. I will be happy to pick 

the basket up from you or meet you 

at the pantry to receive it. 
 
Each year this event grows. All pro-

ceeds go to The Country Pantry. 

The funds raised are used for our 

Thanksgiving/Christmas food dis-

tribution. 
 
Blessings, Mary Zimbler  

315-272-5267 

 

Adult Choir 
 

Choir is starting early! We’ve never begun before Labor Day in the 
time that I’ve been with St. James. But this year I have to decided to 
rope the choir into helping lead worship with our lovely voices at the 
Ecumenical service on the green (or at Stone Presbyterian, if there’s 
rain). For those interested in joining the choir, there are two good op-
tions, both Thursdays. If you wish to be part of the Ecumenical ser-
vice on September 2, show up for the August 30 Thursday rehearsal. 
Of course, this being the September/October newsletter, you may not 
get this info in time. In which case, join us on September 6, the 
Thursday after Labor Day. We start at 7:30 in the evening and  prac-
tice for 90 minutes in the Parish Hall. We also gather early on Sun-
day, usually at 9 am, but sometimes even earlier if we feel we need the 
extra time. 
 
Each Thursday rehearsal starts with a warm-up, and then moves to 
the hymns chosen for Sunday, as well as any new service music. For a 
typical Holy Eucharist service in the season of Pentecost, we sing a 
Gloria, a Sanctus, a Fraction Anthem, and six hymns. There’s also a 
special usually somewhat less known hymn that the choir may sing at 
the end of communion. The chosen psalm for the day is almost always 
sung, and we sing an anthem after the Homily. The anthems are usu-
ally four-part, and are either unaccompanied, or accompanied by or-
gan or piano. There’s lots of variety in the music, ranging from the 

16th century to the present day. 
 
We are always looking for more voices, not 
only for singing, but for having a load of 
fun. 
Consider becoming involved!   
 -Richard Llyod 
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A 
s I write this article, parents have begun 

scurrying about department stores in 

search of supplies needed for a new school 

year; young adults have arrived for a new academic 

year at Hamilton College. There is activity in the Vil-

lage of Clinton and beyond announcing that sum-

mer is over and the fall season is upon us.  Soon, the 

leaves will begin their slow transformation; they will 

produce a kaleidoscope of color that is a feast for the 

eye (and the precursor to hand sores and back pain 

when we have to rake those leaves).  The cycle of life 

continues and we marvel at the wonder of creation 

and the blessing that it is. 

 

Fall is also that time when our summer folks return 

from holiday vacations, family visits, and recreation 

time.  It is also when we start to see our “snow 

birds” begin to ponder when to depart for warmer 

areas to our South. This is also a sign of our common 

and shared life as a community of faith and a re-

minder that change is simply part of that life. 

 

We will, again this year, be celebrating the Season of 

Creation where for four Sundays we reflect on our 

Baptismal covenant and the promises we made to be 

good stewards of all that God has blessed us with.  It 

is a prayerful time to take stock of how we treat one 

another and the world which surrounds us; how 

attentive we are to reducing, reusing, and recycling 

in an effort to protect our environment for future 

generations.   That is the heart of our Christian stew-

ardship.  

 

Fall is also that time where we recall that each of us 

has been blessed with skill and reason by which we 

are able to support ourselves and those causes that 

we are passionate about.  It is a time to pledge our 

support to the vision and mission of St. James.  For 

the month of September and October, we will hear 

from our Pledge Drive Coordinator about how the 

church lives into our vision and ministry to the wid-

er community and how each of us, as members of St. 

James, are asked to make a pledge commitment to 

maintain our presence in the Village and our mis-

sion of outreach to the wider world. 

 

Part of our ministry is to offer times for formation 

and renewal.  This Fall, on Thursdays at 10am, be-

ginning Sept 13th, a Bible Study will be offered for 

those interested.  The first few sessions will give an 

overview of scripture and our method of engaging 

it.  We will be guided by the Spirit where it goes 

from there.  There will also be adult formation time 

on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month 

beginning September 12 at 7pm here at the church.  

This will be a time for theological engagement start-

ing with exploring our ritual life and why we do 

what we do.  I hope as many of you as possible will 

take the opportunity to prevail yourselves of all 

these offerings as a time to learn and get to know 

one another more fully. 

 

Fall for some may be a season of contemplation 

where God’s handiwork is manifest, for others it’s 

the harbinger of a winter season yet to come.  What-

ever your take, let this fall be a time for recommit-

ment to our shared faith journey.  Let us be thankful 

for the many blessings we have and partake of the 

opportunities to show our gratitude to God. 

 

Blessings, 

Fr. Gary +  

“...each of us has been blessed with skill and reason by which we are  

able to support ourselves and those causes that we are passionate about.”   
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 Diocesan Events 

 

Sept. 15, 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m.:  Transform-
ing Generosity: Event is at St. Paul's Epis-
copal Church 25 Westminster Road, Roch-
ester, NY 14607 . Register online. $50 for 
registrations by September 1st. $75 there-
after. Fee includes coffee, tea, and lunch. Scholarships availa-
ble. Contact Richard Felton, rfelton@tens.org. For more infor-
mation visit https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/transforming-
generosity-conference/ 
 
October 6: A Dementia Friendly Congregations Workshop takes 
place 9am-2pm in Syracuse. Become a designated “Dementia 
Friendly Congregation”. Workshop includes several discussions 
on how to make the church and worship inclusive and safe for 
those with Alzheimer’s and dementia. Visit https://
cnyepiscopal.org/event/dementia-friendly-congregations-
workshop-2018-10-06/ for more information. 
 
October 19-21: The Happening #70; The Happening Fall 2018 
Retreat weekend for teens in grades 9-12 will take place at  
Casawasco Camp and Retreat Center in Moravia. Details to be 
announced.  For updated information please visit https://
cnyepiscopal.org/event/happening-70/ 

Church Directory 
 
St. James has an on-line password protected directory for 
active parish members.  
 
Simply go to our website www.stjamesclinton.org and 
click on the red Church Member Link square. Alternative-
ly you can get to the directory using  
www.churchmemberlink.com/directcommunicator/sjec 

The username is your first and last name separated by the 
underline character; for instance Mary_Smith. If you are 
uncertain of your password, there is a handy “Forgot your 
password” link.  
 
If you are new and would like to be added to our directo-
ry, or are uncertain about how to connect to and use the 
directory, contact our church administrator, Caitlin Rich-
er, or members of the Communication group, Kathy Col-
lett and Patricia Jue.  
 
For our up-to-date calendar visit 
www.stjamesclinton.com/calendar. 

Altar Flowers 

Fresh flowers on the 
altar honor God and 
the beauty of our 
worship; they are 
much appreciated. 
People often use the 
occasion of an anni-
versary, celebration 
or memorial as an 
opportunity to pro-
vide flowers for the 
altar. 
 
To sign-up, use the 
flower book in the 

back of the church. Then, contact a local florist to deliver an 
arrangement or bring your own arrangement. We request 
arrangements arrive by noon Saturday and be no higher 
than 21”. After the Sunday service, you may pick up your 
flowers. If you live out of town, contact our administrative 
assistant, office@stjamesclinton.org or 315-853-5359, who 
will assist you in a finding a date. Indicate if you will ar-
range delivery by a local florist of if you want an altar guild 
member to facilitate this. 
 
Because we feel that the gift of flowers represents a personal 
relationship with the giver, the event or person in whose 
honor the flowers are given and with God, we do not stipu-
late a style or a minimum cost. However, in choosing flow-
ers, keep in mind the size and style of our altar area. Two 
smaller arrangements are preferred to one large one. 
 - Patricia Jue 

Property Management 
 

New ideas and members welcome for Property Manage-
ment! 
 
Continuing with our practice of meeting the second Thurs-
day of the month, Property Management Committee will 
meet on Thursday, 9/13, at  6:30 p.m. in the Volunteer Office. 
 
Please consider being part of 
keeping our interior and exte-
rior buildings and grounds ap-
pealing and welcoming! New 
ideas and members welcome. 
 
Thanks to summer helpers, 
including Greg Neil for paint-
ing the entranceway floor to 
the church. Next time you en-
ter, look down and admire!   
 -Sharon Williams 

https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/transforming-generosity-conference/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/transforming-generosity-conference/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/dementia-friendly-congregations-workshop-2018-10-06/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/dementia-friendly-congregations-workshop-2018-10-06/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/dementia-friendly-congregations-workshop-2018-10-06/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/happening-70/
https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/happening-70/
http://www.churchmemberlink.com/directcommunicator/sjec
http://www.stjamesclinton.com/calendar
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Saturday, Sept. 1st Kathy Heuss Nancy Taylor Craig & Kathy Heuss 

Sunday, Sept. 2nd Ecumenical Worship Service on the Village Green 

Saturday, Sept. 8th Joan Compson Dick Compson Bruce & Sondra Coe 

Sunday, Sept. 9th Gail Prentice Mary Lou Iles Randy Wilson & Ken Iles 

Saturday, Sept. 15th Ted Johnson Karen Anderson Karen Anderson & Wendy Seifried 

Sunday, Sept. 16th Mary O’Neill Bill Kistner Don Neil & John Crossley 

Saturday Sept. 22nd Charles Abraham Judy Logan Malinda & Charles Abraham 

Sunday, Sept. 23rd Pat Evans Gail Prentice Karen Anderson & Wendy Seifried 

Saturday, Sept. 29th Chris Fox Patty Fox Chris & Patty Fox 

Sunday, Sept. 30th Blair Jones Brian Collett Pat Davis & Ken Iles 

Saturday, Oct. 6th Dick Compson Joan Compson John & Cynthia Crossley 

Sunday, Oct. 7th Margaret Jones Kathy Collett Don Neil & Randy Wilson   

 

4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 
       On the Village Green 

11 am Zumba 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 

7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

 
4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 4:45 pm Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 
7:00 pm Adult Formation 

 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
6:30 pm P.M. Meeting 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

4 pm Worship Service 
5 pm Potluck 

9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 
11 am Outreach Meeting 
Sunday School/ Nursery 
Planning Meeting 

4:45 pm Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 
7 pm Vestry meeting 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
10 am Fiber Arts Guild 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 

4:45 pm Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 
6 pm MV Dog Training 
Club 
7:00 pm Adult Formation 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

8 am Rise Against Hun-
ger 
4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 

On June 24 Owen Furlong, son of 

Danielle & John Furlong, was bap-

tized. Owen’s Godparents are 

Matthew Wilson and Courtney 

Gus.   
 
On July 28th Elizabeth Quinn, 

daughter of Caitlin Richer was 

baptized. Pictured are Father 

Gary, Ellie,  her mother Caitlin, 

and Ellie’s Godparents, Eric Seyse 

and Sharon Richer. 
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TBD Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 
1:00 p.m. Blessing of the 

Animals 

TBD Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

9 am Clinton Garden Club 
8 pm AA meeting 

11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 
7:00 pm Adult Formation 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
630 pm P.M. meeting 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 

TBD Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 
7 pm Vestry meeting 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
10 am Fiber Arts Guild 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

Canon John Visits 
4 pm Worship Service 
5 pm Wine & Cheese 

Canon John Visits
9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 
11 am Outreach Meeting 

TBD Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 
6 pm MV Dog Training 
Club 
7:00 pm Adult Formation 

7:30 am Men’s Group 
10 am Bible Study 
7 pm Women of Grace 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

4 pm Worship Service 

9:30 am Worship Service 
9:30 am Sunday School 

TBD Zumba 
6:15 pm R. Murray Paint-
ing Group 
7 pm Women’s Spirituality 

8 pm AA meeting 11:30 am Lectionary 
Study 

Potluck Dinner 

Join us for a “Memory Lane” Potluck 

Dinner on Saturday, September 15th at 

5 p.m. Bring a nostalgic dish to share 

and your appetite!  A sign up sheet is 

posted in the Parish Hall on the Parish 

Life bulletin board. Beverages will be 

provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wine & Cheese Night 

In October Canon John will visit and 

lead worship services for the weekend. 

Join us for a Wine and Cheese night on 

Saturday, October 20th with Canon 

John! 

The Clinton Ministerium will hold a Blessing of the Animals on Sun-

day, October 7th at 1 p.m. on the Village Green. Bring a pet donation 

for the Country Pantry; monetary donations will also be accepted. 

 St. James Sunday School will begin 

on Sunday, September 16th. There will be a 

story time and a craft for the children start-

ing at 9:30.  The children will join their 

families for Communion.  All children of 

any age are welcome.  Let the little children 

come! 
 
 The Sunday School will be staffed 

by volunteers!  If you are interested in vol-

unteering for a Sunday in the Sunday 

School, (planning will be done and lessons 

and crafts ready),  or volunteering in the 

Nursery, please let Jan Wilson know 

(wilsons1975@gmail.com).   
 
We will have a meeting after the service on 

Sunday, September 16 to do some brain-

storming and planning for children's pro-

gramming.  

Let the volunteers come! 
  
Hope to see you there! 

 Jan Wilson 

mailto:wilsons1975@gmail.com
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A Big Thank You  

to the wonderful Apple 

Handyman business, whose 

staff donated their help to 

spruce up the Day School 

area. They scraped, paint-

ed, and stained walls, doors, 

and steps— all at no 

charge.  Very generous!   

If you’re interested in hiring 

them for your own use, 

check with Pat Evans or 

Sharon Williams. 


