Date

Lectors

Eucharistic Ministers

Ushers/ Greeters

Saturday May 5th, 4

Ted Johnson

Rahel Reger

John & Cynthia Crossley

Sunday May 6th, 9:30
am

Gail Prentice

Judy Logan

Karen Anderson & Wendy
Seifried

Saturday May 12th, 4

Joan Compson

Dick Compson

Kathy & Craig Heuss

Sunday May 13th, 9:30 Mary O’Neill

Barbara Swetman

John Crossley & Don Neil

Saturday May 19th, 4

Chris Fox

Patty & Chris Fox

Sunday May 20th, 9:30 Kate Marquardt

Bill Kistner

Pat Davis & Don Neil

Saturday May 26th, 4

Charles Abraham

Malinda & Charles Abraham

Sunday May 27th, 9:30 Margaret Jones

Gail Prentice

John Crossley & Pat Davis

Saturday June 2nd, 4

Charles Abraham

Nancy Taylor

Bruce & Sondra Coe

Sunday June 3rd, 9:30

Blair Jones

Rahel Reger

Pat Davis & Don Neil

Patty Fox
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St. James’ Episcopal Church
9 Williams Street ∙ Clinton, NY 13323 ∙ (315) 853-5359
www.stjamesclinton.org ∙ office@stjamesclinton.org
Regular Services:

Staff:

Saturday 4:00 pm ∙ Sunday 9:30 am
Church Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9 am– 12 pm
Father Gary’s Office Hours: Tuesday– Thursday 8:30
am—12 pm
or by appointment

Rector: Rev. Gary Cyr
Minister of Music: Richard Lloyd ∙Sexton: “Mujo”
Salkic
Administrative Assistant: Caitlin Richer
Treasurer: Jan Wilson
Webmistress: Laura Stoll

Vestry:

Leadership Group Chairs:

vestry@stjamesclinton.org
Senior Warden: Ken Iles ∙ Junior Warden: Pat Davis
Jennifer Hayes ∙ John Crossley ∙ Gail Prentice ∙ Randy
Grant ∙ Sue Hecklau ∙ Malinda Abraham ∙ Deb LucasMott ∙ Terry Houtz– Neil ∙ Randy Wilson

Communications: Kathy Collett
Hospitality: Malinda Abraham
Finance: Mike Baldwin
Investment: Craig Heuss
Outreach: Pat Evans
Property Management: Sharon WIlliams
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The Easter Season & The Paschal Candle

Congratulations, Karen!

Father Gary lights the Paschal Candle at the Easter Vigil.

Children gather at the altar to listen to Father Gary’s
children’s sermon on Easter Sunday.
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Learning Communities Initiative

The Journey Continues
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Rector’s Corner

R

ecently, I came across a quote from the American Quaker Richard Foster that touched upon
something I understand lays at the heart of spiritual formation. He writes:

“We have real difficulty here because everyone thinks of changing the world, but where oh
where, are those who think of changing themselves? People may genuinely want to be good,
but seldom are they prepared to do what it takes to produce the inward life of goodness that can form the
soul. Personal formation into the likeness of Christ is arduous and lifelong.”
His thoughts resonate for me as we journey through this season of Easter towards Pentecost, for Christ
changed the world on that first day of the week and forever transformed the tragedy of Good Friday into
the Alleluia of Easter day. It is a transformational experience that his disciples couldn’t ignore and finds its
fulfillment in the gracious gift of the Holy Spirit which we celebrate on Pentecost. It is a life transforming
experience for each of us who have said yes to Christ in the covenant of baptism and continually affirm
whenever we gather to share the story and break bread together.

the doors open, for we must first understand why we keep our doors open. That is the core of the missional church and why spiritual formation and growth lies at its heart.
I deeply appreciate my Wardens and the Vestry who are actively engaged in the inner workings of the
parish. I’m also appreciative of the treasurer and all those who are involved in keeping our ledger and internal bookkeeping system current. And I am thankful for the good work our administrative assistant is
doing, which made my time away less stressful.
If you haven’t noticed, post-surgery has given me time to prayerfully and spiritually ponder the many
blessings St. James provides and for which I have sincere gratitude. There is much in our world and nation to be cynical about; as an Easter people we are called to rise above that which seeks to tear us apart
and trust in the Holy Spirit to guide and lead us into a brighter and holier future. May we take time during the months of May and June to share our gratitude for one another and to bear Christ out into the
world.

Volunteers needed!
Over the past serval weeks, I have had much time to reflect and contemplate upon the past year of our
shared ministry together and I am so grateful for all the volunteers who help make this parish special, especially those who stepped in during my medical leave. In that regard, thank you to the people who drove
me to Rochester and retrieved me afterwards. For those who took time to cook and drop off nourishment
during those early days’ post-surgery; for the parishioner who drove me to my follow-up appointment.
Those travel times gave me the opportunity to get to know each of you better, and for that I only have deep
gratitude. Recovery is slower than I want, but it is coming along, so thank you all for your patience and for
all the cards and prayers.
As I reflected, I also prayerfully held the results of the Vestry retreat and mutual ministry review close to
my heart. That time together gave us the opportunity to share thoughts and focus on our future life as a
parish. The result is that spiritual growth and formation is a central focus that we will work on together going forward. We also learned that mission is important and discerning our parish mission essential to
knowing what God is asking of us as a community of faith and from which we will better engage the wider
community.
The move towards a missional church rather than a program model, vital though it is, is also charged with
difficulty as the paradigm shift may cause discomfort to those for whom familiarity is core to their personal
faith practices. Disruption of the homeostasis causes great angst for some, while for others it is a breath of
fresh air. I recognize the challenge and deeply appreciate the feedback as the parish’s spiritual life deepens.
As I am learning and the Diocese is encouraging through the Learning Initiative – which this parish is participating in – the future of the gathered faith community is missional and outward focused rather than in
survival mode. Rather than financial management it’s spiritually focused on meeting the other’s needs.
This leads us to an essential question: What is the purpose of the Church if its focus is simply on keeping
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