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St. James’ is a community where we come together in Christ to develop spiritually;
find opportunities for outreach; receive comfort when in need; and engage in sacred

experiences through our liturgy, music, fellowship, and mutual ministry.”

St. James’ Episcopal Church
9 Williams Street • Clinton, New York 13323 • 315-853-5359

www.stjamesclinton.org • office@stjamesclinton.org

REGULAR SERVICES: 
Saturday, 5:15pm  •  Sunday, 9:30am, nursery provided, Sunday School 9:30am

Church office hours:
    Mon., Wed. & Fri: 9-Noon; Tues: 9-11am; Thurs: 9-2pm.

Staff:
Rector: The Rev. Timothy S. Reger

Minister of Music: Mr. Richard Lloyd • Children’s and Youth Ministries Director: Ms. Emily St. Clair-Lee
Sexton: Mr. Christopher Evans • Administrative Assistant: Ms. Laura Stoll

Vestry:
vestry@stjamesclinton.org

Senior Warden: Mike Baldwin  •  Junior Warden: Sharon Williams
  Irma Davis  •  Nicole Popplewell  •  Cynthia Crossley  •  Richard Lloyd  •  Patty Fox  

Mark Linderman  •  Randy Pinto  •  Colleen Ring-Campbell  •  Tom Hebert
Treasurer: Jan Wilson  •  Assistant Treasurer: Blair Jones

Webmistress: Patricia Jue
Newsletter: Pat Evans

Leadership Group Chairs:
Outreach: John Pick

Worship & Formation: Tim Reger
Property Management: Tim Reger, temp.

Finance Committee: Craig Heuss 
Investment Committee: Mike Baldwin

Communications Committee: Kathy Collett

•
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Your Neighbors “Cook-In”
 On March 16th, volunteers met in the St. James kitchen 
to serve meals into dinner trays to be frozen and distributed to 
people in need.  A huge thank you to all our cooks and vol-
unteers: Jean Ashforth, Sue Hecklau, Mary O’Neill, Ashley 
Davis-Alteri, Wendy Weber, Diane Baldwin, Laurel Blackmore, 
Terry Neil, Mary Lou Iles, Libby Beardsell, Judy Logan, 
Gordon & Blair Jones, and Jan & Randy Wilson.
 Volunteers cooked and provided ham, meat loaf, turkey 
and gravy, bar-b-cue chicken, pasta with sausage, veal parme-
san, scalloped potatoes, potatoes with cheese, pumpkin muffins, 
apple crisp, cookies, and a variety of frozen vegetables. 88 meals 
were apportioned into trays for frozen meals along with10 
bowls of chili, and these were then delivered to the YNI freezers 
at Zion Lutheran Church.  
 Your Neighbors, Inc. is a local volunteer organization that 
supplies, at no charge, frozen meals, transportation assistance, 
and other needs to those who are unable to do for themselves, 
just as one would do for neighbors in need. Randy Wilson is 
currently serving as President of their board, and Jan Wilson is 
a long-time volunteer driver.  Please speak to one of them if you 
would like more information about this worthy organization.

Children’s Ministry

Your Neighbors Inc. Annual Garage Sale
 Your Neighbors will be holding its Annual Garage Sale on 
May 3rd and May 4th, at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 1640 
Genessee St., Utica.  As you sort through your items and do 
some spring cleaning, think of Your Neighbors and set aside 
anything that would be beneficial to the sale. Keep in mind that 
Your Neighbors volunteers will pick up your items if they are 
too large for you to transport, or if you are not able to deliver 

them yourself. Some of the sale times we are looking for 
include furniture, small household appliances in work-
ing order, jewelry, knickknacks, etc.  We do not accept 
clothing.
  Should you have any questions at all, please contact 
Randy Wilson at 737-8303.  Thank you for supporting 
Your Neighbors, Inc.

 March has been a busy month for us in Sunday School-
Godly Play! Most of our lessons in the Godly Play Program 
have been based on the season of Lent, preparing for Easter and 
the Mystery of Jesus.
 Our lessons during this period all focused on the fact that 
Jesus was a human. Our art piece was a portrait of ourselves. 
We discussed the story of Jesus’ birth.  He was born a baby. 
He had two parents, Mary and Joseph. Jesus grew to become 
a teenager. We discussed how he was lost in the great city of 
Jerusalem and found in a temple. We learned the story of his 
baptism in the river Jordan by his cousin, John. We talked 

about his journey into the desert 
and his discovery experience. We 
discussed Jesus as a healer and a 
parable teller Then we used all of 
these stories to set the stage for 
his final journey into Jerusalem. 
He was a man who entered into 
Jerusalem on a donkey he bor-
rowed from a friend. People were 

excited to see him so they waved palm branches, which was 
how a king would have been greeted. We talked about how 
he was teaching in the temple that week. We talked about the 
Last Supper he ate with his twelve disciples (wondering what 
they may have eaten). We talked about how one of his friends 
betrayed him and 
that is when the 
Roman guards took 
him away. He died. 
He was buried in 
a cave. On Sunday 
when the women 
went to the cave to be near him, he was not there, the tomb was 
empty.
 In order to help us visualize the last meal Jesus shared 
with his disciples, we looked at the painting Last Supper by 
Leonardo da Vinci. We learned about the names of the disci-
ples and which one betrayed him, Judas. In da Vinci’s painting, 
Judas is sitting quietly holding a bag in his hands. What could 
be inside that bag?
 In addition to discussing these stories of Jesus as a human 
we also learned a little bit of history about crosses and their 
symbolisms. We looked at the Greek, Latin, Celtic, Budded, 
Egyptian, Anchor and St. Andrew’s cross. The kids were able to 
trace their favorite cross design and decorate it.
 Looking forward into the 
month of April we are going to do 
some work that will coincide with 
Earth Day as well as the Mystery 
of Pentecost.
 Thank you all for your sup-
port!        – Emily St.Clair-Lee
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From the Rector
Thomas Merton, in his autobiography The Seven Story Mountain, 
wrote about an experience he had after his father died when he 
was an adolescent. Once, in his room at night, the light was on, 
and he writes, “Suddenly it seemed to me that father, who had 
now been dead more than a year, was there with me. The sense 
of his presence was ... vivid ... real ... and startling, as if he had 
touched my arm, or spoken to me. The whole thing passed in a 
flash.”

The Presbyterian minister and author, Frederick Buechner, 
reported a similar experience. Buechner said he had a close 
friend, Dudley, who had died. About a year after Dudley’s 
death, Buechner and his wife went to stay with his friend’s 
widow. Buechner dreamt that night that his friend was in the 
guest room with him. He was dressed typically in a navy blue 
jersey and white slacks. Buechner told the friend that he missed 
him and how happy he was to see him. After Dudley acknowl-
edged this, Buechner then said, “Dudley, are you really there?” 
Buechner was trying to sort out: Am I just dreaming, or is there 
some reality to this vision? The friend said that he was really 
there. Buechner said, “Can you prove it?” Dudley said, “Of 
course” and he plucked a strand of blue wool out of his jer-
sey and tossed it to Buechner, who caught it between his index 
finger and his thumb. The feel of it was so palpable it woke 
Buechner up. The next day, when describing his dream to his 
wife, she said that she had seen a strand of blue wool on the 
guest room carpet that morning, and she was sure that it was 
not there the night before. Wondering if he was losing his mind, 
Buechner went to the guest room, and there it was on the floor, 
a piece of navy blue wool that he picked up, put in his wallet, 
and carried in the days ahead.

C.S. Lewis wrote about his experiences of facing the darkness 
of life following the death of his beloved wife, Joy, in his book, 
A Grief Observed. Lewis experienced an impression, more than 
once, which he could describe only as “the sound of a chuckle 
in the darkness.” One experience was particularly striking for 
him. He wrote, “It’s the quality of last night’s experience that 
makes it worth putting down. It was unemotional, just the 
impression of her mind momentarily facing my own mind. It 
wasn’t a rapturous reunion of lovers. It was like getting a tele-
phone call from her about some practical arrangement. There 
was an extreme and cheerful intimacy about the experience.” 
Lewis felt that Joy truly was communicating with him, from the 
other side of death.

Several months after my great friend Chuck died, I was sorting 
through some things, and discovered a letter he had written me 
but never given to me. It was overflowing with praise and love 
and affection. As I read and re-read the letter, it was as if Chuck 
were right next to me in that room, and he were speaking those 
words, himself.

Since that time, I have had several other “running into someone” 
experiences, sometimes with Chuck, but even more strongly 
with my Grandmother. The experiences go something like this: 
Suddenly, out of nowhere, in the midst of doing something 
quite unrelated, a felt presence comes over me. It seems to pass 
through me. It seems to pass through the upper part of my 
body, especially my mind. And when I have the experience, I 
find myself saying, “Grandma.” And sometimes I put a ques-
tion mark after it, “Grandma?” almost as if I am asking, “Is that 
you?” The experience lasts several seconds, and then it is gone. 
I am quite aware that it is not uncommon for the bereaved to 
have experiences of “bumping in to” their loved ones. But I’ve 
never been sure what to make of this. Besides, one always feels 
odd trying to explain the experience to other people. When I’ve 
attempted to share the experience, the response has always been, 

“You are bumping into her.”

I have found solace in the philosopher, Gabriel Marcel. He 
invites us to imagine a wartime separation of lovers—picture 
tearful, heartfelt goodbyes as two lovers kiss before the train 
rolls away, with no promise of a reunion. When the woman 
sits down in her seat, looking out the window, we can say this 
about her: she’s not there. She is with someone else. Marcel 
remarks how strange it is that someone on the other side of the 
world can be closer than the person in bed with you. Likewise, 
someone can be dead for centuries and yet they live. Love is not 
subject to space or time.

Following a more linear framework, Alan Segal’s 800 page 
book, Life After Death: A History of the Afterlife in Western 
Religion, documents how belief in life after death has existed in 
the world’s religions for the last 5,000 years. Those influenced 
by Greek/Hellenistic culture believed in the immortality of the 
soul. Those more recently influenced by Jewish and Christian 
thought have believed and hoped in the resurrection of the 
body. Many Jews around the time of Jesus believed that there 
would be a resurrection of the body at the end of time. 

Some contemporary theologians synthesize these two resurrec-
tion hopes in the notion of a Spirit-body. The risen Jesus, in his 
Spirit-body, assures us that the whole self is brought to fulfill-
ment in resurrection. The experience of the first Christians was 
that: Jesus died; was buried; remained in the tomb two days; 
and was experienced as alive again on Sunday. It was the same 
Jesus. His identity was intact; though he was transformed, he 
was changed. He had a glorified body, a Spirit body, not con-
trolled or contained by the laws of time and space.

The theologian Jurgen Moltmann expressed what happened 
to Jesus on the cross, and on Easter Sunday in a Trinitarian 
schema. He said: first, there was, and is, suffering on the cross 
and in the world; next, suffering affects God, and even seems to 
overcome God, as Jesus dies on the cross; and God transforms 
the suffering into life, as Jesus and others experience resurrec-
tion in the Holy Spirit.

(Cont’d on page 5)
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Outreach
 We would like to thank everyone who participated in this 
year’s Easter Egg program for the Country Pantry.  Thanks to 
you, 15 children serviced by the Pantry will have a more normal 
and enjoyable Easter.  
 Speaking of the Pantry, some might have heard that Mary 
Zimbler and her family suffered a fire at their home this past 
week. While everyone escaped unharmed, the home has some 
serious damage and the Zimblers will be out of the home for 
up to two months. Always, thinking of others, Mary denies the 
need for anything other than our prayers. However, I’m pretty 
sure that is not the case. While I ask that we all keep Mary and 
her family in our prayers, I’m sure that monetary donations 
to help while they’re out of their home would be appreciated.  
Anyone who wishes can make a donation to St. James, with 
“Zimbler family” in the memo section and we’ll see that it gets 
to her. The outreach committee voted to donate $500 to the 
Zimbler family.
 By the time you read this, Karen Anderson, Wendy 
Siefried, and JoElyn Wakefield-Wright will be close to boarding 
their plane for Haiti.  You still have time to make a donation 
to help defray the cost of their trip. In the same way as the 
Zimbler donation, make the check payable to St. James with 

“Haiti trip” in the memo section and we’ll see that they get 
them.  
 They are planning to take three suitcases filled with items 
needed by The Sisters of St. Margaret. If you can provide any of 
the items listed below, please bring them to church before April 
5th and JoElyn, Wendy and Karen will deliver them:
Low fat dry milk; single packages of oatmeal, cream of wheat; 
bread/muffins/cookies/cake mixes; deodorant, bar soap, hand 
lotion, tooth paste, shampoo. Calcium 600mg, baby aspi-
rin, Bcomplex, antacid, omeprazole 20mg., GazX, immodium, 
pepto-Bismo, batteries (C,D,AA,AAA), printer ink cartridges 
(hpH470 color 95; black 98),( hp5610 color 22, black 27, 
photo 56).
 We hope to have a full report on their trip in next month’s 
newsletter.     – John Pick

C.S. Lewis says in The Problem of Pain that heaven, eternal life, 
resurrection, and oneness with God are “the secret signature 
of each soul, the incommunicable and unappeasable want, the 
thing we desired before we met our wives, or made our friends, 
or chose our work, and which we shall still desire on our death-
beds when the mind no longer knows wife, or friends, or work. 
While we are, this is. If we lose this, we lose all.” Lewis felt that 
joy here on earth is only recognizable because we are in pursuit 
of a final, full joy – eternal life with God.

Easter is our great celebration of new life. As long as we are on 
the earth, God is calling us to the pursuit of an ultimate, full 
joy. So let us unabashedly and simply and joyfully celebrate the 
Resurrection and be open to the Risen Christ as the full expres-
sion and promise of God.

Happy Easter!

Small Group Ministry Potluck Dinner
Fri.,  April 19, 6 – 8pm

 A potluck dinner will be held for all who participated in 
this year’s small group adult ministry program. Those who 
were unable to participate, but would like to know more 
about the groups are also invited! The program is a part of 
St. James’ continued expansion of adult formation. The small 
groups offered a way to develop one’s spiritual maturity and 
foster community growth in a spirit of love, commitment, 
concern and common identity in Christ. Together, group 
members explored a topic in light of their relationship with 
God, each other, and the greater community.

(Cont’d from page 4)

Sat-Sun April 13-14

Small Ministry Group
Focuses on Chilmate Change

 Since October, our small ministry group has been 
discussing a faithful response to climate change originally 
basing our discussion on the book Love God, Heal Earth, by 
Episcopalian Sally Bingham, and now we would like to share 
some of our ideas with the whole parish.  On April 21, the 
Sunday closest to Earth Day, we will be focusing on creation 
stewardship in the Sunday morning service, and after both 
the Saturday evening and the Sunday morning services. We 
would like to offer information about Interfaith Power and 
Light, a non-profit that works with religious groups respond-
ing to climate change (www.newyorkipl.org ), share local or 
organic food, and discuss what we might want to do as indi-
viduals, as a parish, as a community.
 We are currently awaiting a report prepared by a repre-
sentative of NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority) on his recent energy audit of St. 
James.
      – Kathy Collett
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  On Friday March 1st, 2013 St. 
James had its first Supper Club event. 
Four families from St. James hosted 
several families from the community. 
Guests were served a variety of pastas, 
salads, breads, desserts, wine and juice. 
It was a great way for people to relax and 
get to know one another, through a nice 
dinner and friendly conversation. By the 
end of the evening everyone had made a 
new friend, found one more babysitter 
to add to their list, discovered a running 
buddy, or simply had the opportunity 
to learn something new about someone 
else. There was a  great feeling of com-
munity and connection in the air.
 We have two more Supper Club 
events on the calendar, scheduled for 
May 3rd and July 12th. We are cur-
rently looking for families to help host 

 Please pray for the families of:
 April 1 Kathryn Mowry, Karen & Bob Musante, Margaret Neil, Don Neil, Terry Neil
 April 8  Vincent Odamtten, Peace Agbley, John & Mary O’Neill, April Oswald, Jack & Elizabeth Ovens
 April 15  Tom & Barbara Owens, Candace Paris, Chris & Allison Peto, Peter & Marjorie Phillips, John & Sharon Pick
 April 22  Randy & Sue Pinto, Nicole Popplewell, Jennifer Potter Hayes, Don Potter, Gail Prentice
 April 29 Ernest Randall, Bob Redfield & Mary Javorski, Tim & Rahel Reger, Colleen Ring & Alistair Ring-Campbell

Parish Cycle of Prayer for April

St. James Supper Club Premieres
the dinners in May and July. If you are 
interested in becoming a host family or you 
know of a family that might have fun learn-
ing about us at St. James please let me know.    
            – Emily St.Clair-Lee



Vestry News
 This was a big month for your new vestry. We met at St. 
Margaret’s House for a productive and enjoyable retreat where 
we picked our own topics for discussion, split into sessions, and 
explored/challenged our ideas with each other. These ideas will 
focus and influence your church leadership over the coming 
year as follows:
 • The family. We are seeking to provide more family-friendly 
programs and facilities. Indeed, our youth is our future. One 
outcome will likely be a child play area that is more conducive 
to passive supervision while parents are involved in activities in 
the parish hall or library.
 • Communications. We’ve already set up a communications 
committee that is doing fantastic work with getting our good 
news out there. We want to continue to “push the envelope” 
into social networking and web services that will benefit our 
mission.
 • Spirituality. Several of our popular small discussion groups 
focus on spirituality so we consider this to be an opportunity 
for further development. I’ve even heard talk of alternative wor-
ship concepts. We’ll keep you posted.
 Property Management is a big topic right now too. That 
committee has quickly become very important because they 
are organizing numerous projects that the Vestry will consider 
over the coming months. The vestry has already committed our 
Lewis House proceeds (about $75K) to this purpose, but we are 
anticipating we will need a capital campaign to fund the rest. 
Please think about how you can help sustain our village church.
 “Sustainability” is my favorite word we use at vestry meet-
ings. It means that St. James is relevant to our lives and that 
it has a future. I, for one, am not disheartened that church 
membership has become a personal choice (instead of a broad 
cultural expectation). Our St. James’ community is precious to 
me because we work together to make our lives better and there 
is no safety net.
 “Invitation” is becoming my second-favorite word. My 

thought is that St. James has a place for everyone, but each of 
us has to discover how we will “wear” St. James. Sometimes 
that happens when one member invites another join a group. 
Please consider how your invitation might help others figure 
out whether St. James is best worn as a daily garment, a jacket 
that’s only needed when it’s cold out, or a jewel that is saved for 
special occasions.
    – Michael Baldwin, Senior Warden

 Thanks to all for your generous contributions to St. James 
with pledges and plate offerings. With your support, we are 
able pay our staff and building maintenance costs, and support 
our outreach, music, fellowship, and education programs.  Your 
support allows us to celebrate and worship the Risen Lord in 
our beautiful, holy space as we did this last week at Easter time.  
Quarterly pledge statements will be sent out this month. Please 
review them and contact the office with any questions, prob-
lems, or concerns regarding your statements, so that we can 
correct any possible errors.  
 Three of our parishioners are taking advantage of using 
electronic transfers for their pledges. If anyone is interested in 
using an electronic transfer, see me, Jan Wilson, at church, or 
contact the office, and I will get back to you with the informa-
tion you need to assist you in setting up an electronic transfer 
with your bank.
             – Jan Wilson

Treasurer’s Report

Spring Party!
On Saturday April 27th, from 1:00-3:00pm, St.James will 
host a Spring Party for kids. Our party will include games, 
snacks and activites that celebrate the very welcome sea-
son of spring! For more information on this party or to 
sign up for the party please contact Emily St.Clair-Lee at 
919 522 6236 or, jane3746@hotmail.com



	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday
April 2013

       Date	 Acolytes	 Nursery	 Lectors	 Eucharistic	Ministers	 Ushers/Greeters				
April Server Schedule

Sat. Apr 6 Anna Reger  Sharon Pick Chuck Kershner John & Sharon Pick
Sun. Apr 7 Audra Williams, Nick Kaela Ellis, Jackie Medina Mary Lou Iles & Tom Hebert &
 Williams, Samantha Ellis Margaret Jones  Skip Beardsell Don Neil
Sat. Apr 13 Anna Reger  Patty Fox Chris Fox Patty Fox
Sun. Apr 14 Connor & Darby D’Angelo, Audra Williams, Peggy Cratty Randy Wilson & Karen Anderson &
 Erin Iles Isabella Pinto  Bill Kistner John Colianni
Sat. Apr 20 Suzie Phillips  Ted Johnson Wendy Weber Ted & Janet Johnson
Sun. Apr 21 Amy Davis, Sydney Evans, Emma Davis, Mary O’Neill Kathy Collett & Sue Bennett & 
 Ben Lee Margaret Jones  Barbara Swetman Don Neil 
Sat. Apr 27  Nick Williams  Rahel Reger Matt Weber Wendy Weber
Sun. Apr 28 Audra Williams, Samantha  Kaela Ellis, Sharon Williams Gail Prentice & Chris Evans &
 Ellis, Kylie Evans Isabella Pinto  Art Spencer Mike Baldwin
Sat. May 4 Charlotte Jones  Kathy Heuss Chuck Kershner John & Sharon Pick
Sun. May 5 Emma Davis, Margaret Jones, Amy Davis, Blair Jones Brian Collett & Cynthia & John  
 Erin Iles Audra Williams  Judy Logan Crossley

April Altar Guild: Sue Hecklau & Pat Evans

31	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6

7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13

14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20

21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27

28	 29	 30	 1	 2	 3	 4

EASTER          
9:30am Worship Service   10am Zumba class    
11am Easter Egg Hunt    12pm Lectionary Study                                                              
              3:45pm Brownie Troop                                                
  2:30pm Zumba      6:15pm Tapestry  7pm Sacred Harp  7:30pm Adult Choir  1pm Confirmation Prep     
  7:30pm Women’s            8pm AA Mtg.             5:15pm Worship Service  
                             Spirituality
                                       

 9:30am Worship Service          9:30am Garden Club 10am Zumba class        St. James Clean-up Day   
 11am Property Manag.   12pm Lectionary Study                                 
        2:30pm Zumba                                 
         6:15pm Tapestry        
                                             
                  8pm AA Mtg.  7pm Finance Committee  7:30pm Adult Choir  5:15pm Worship Service     

St. James Clean-up Day   10am Zumba class 9:30am Fiber Arts  
9:30am Worship Service                            Guild
         12pm Lectionary Study                                  
  2:30pm Zumba            3:45pm Brownie Troop               
6pm Rite 13    6:15pm Tapestry     7:30pm Adult Choir 6pm Small Ministry 5:15pm Earth Day
   8pm AA Mtg 7pm Vestry Mtg.                 Groups Potluck            Worship Service
                7pm ABC Board Mtg.            Dinner
                            
9:30am Earth Day     Earth Day  10am Zumba class
      Worship Service       10:30 Handiworks Group      
 11am Outreach Mtg.   12pm Lectionary Study   1pm Spring Party
 6pm Confirmation 2:30pm Zumba                                                                                              
            Preparation     6:15 Tapestry    6:30pm MVDTC Mtg.                
6pm Rite 13          8pm AA Mtg                   5:15pm Worship Service      
               7:30 Adult Choir        
                            

   

9:30am Worship Service     10am Zumba class 9:30am Fiber Guild     
11am Pastoral Care 2:30pm Zumba          12pm Lectionary Study               Workshop                  1pm Confirmation      
6pm Rite 13       6:30pm Safe Church  6:15 Tapestry       5pm Supper Club            Preparation 
6pm Youth Spiritual              Training 8pm AA Mtg 3:45pm Brownie Troop   7:30pm Adult Choir    5:15pm Worship Service  
          Group               (Camillus)  7pm Sacred Harp

>>>  DeaDline for May newsletter: april 23 <<< 


