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December at St. James
Dec. 4, 11, 18, 6:45pm    Advent Vespers

Dec. 13, 10:30-12:30 pm  Youth Christmas Party

Dec. 21, 9:30am  Greening of the Church

Dec. 21, 5pm Family Caroling

Dec. 24, 5:00pm  Family Service with Pageant

Dec. 24, 10:30pm  Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 28, 9:30am  Lessons and Carols
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From the Rector

 I heard a priest once tell the story of the final days 
of his mother’s life. The family had expected her to die 
long before she actually did: she was so ill and weak. But 
it almost seemed like she was unable to let go in to the 
mystery of death. She was holding on for some reason. 
She referred to a kind of “mesh” that she felt trapped in.
 So the priest-son flew home to be with his mother in 
what he was sure were her final hours. He described her 
as a stern, strong, not very sentimental type of woman. 
He encouraged both of his parents to communicate the 
depths of their hearts to each other.
 The husband then 
told his wife that he was 
sorry for any hurt he 
brought to her throughout 
their marriage, and that 
he forgave her for any 
misunderstandings that 
occurred over their decades 
together.
 The son then coached 
his mother to reciprocate 
the sharing of forgiveness 
and sorrow for the hurt she 
might have brought into 
the relationship. She refused. 
Sometime later, however, 
she forced herself to say to 
her husband, “Rich, I forgive you.” The son coached his 
mother, “Say the rest, mom. There’s more to be said. Say 
what dad said to you.”
 Finally, after a period of heavy breathing, in what 
seemed to be her final moments, she said, “Rich, please 
forgive me,” admitting that she was not perfect, and 
that she had brought some hurt to the relationship. Her 
husband accepted her forgiveness, and extended to her 
again, his forgiveness for her hurtfulness.
 The mother said, then, “The mesh is gone. The mesh 
is gone! The mesh that was holding me back, it’s gone! I’m 
so happy! I’m so happy!” She then turned to those at her 
bedside and instructed them to tell the others not to wait 
for this – to forgive and to ask for forgiveness. She died 
four days later.
 A great part of the teaching of Jesus is tied to the 
theme of forgiveness. As we hear each Advent, John the 
Baptist is described as preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. The water bath that John 

the Baptist administered to people coming to him was 
a symbolic ritual in which people were admitting their 
sinfulness, choosing to change the direction of their lives, 
and seeking the mercy and forgiveness of God.
 As we prepare for Christmas, perhaps we might 
ourseleves hear John the Baptist’s call to repentance, and 
seek to incorporate the basic movements of forgiveness: 
first, to seek to forgive those who have hurt or harmed 
us in any way; second, realizing our own brokenness, to 
seek the forgiveness of others whom we have hurt; and 
finally, we can seek the forgiveness of God, from whom we 

become estranged or separated.
 I have written before about 
the wonderful health benefits 
of engaging the dynamics of 
forgiveness. When we forgive, we 
are less anxious, less depressed, 
and less angry. We become 
less stressed. Conversely, not 
practicing forgiveness creates 
within us fear, anger, hate, and 
even, violence.
 When we forgive, we 
acknowledge and emphasize the 
goodness in the person we are 
forgiving and we also begin to 
recognize how our own goodness 
begins to surpass whatever hurt, 

resentment, or need to get even we have experienced. This 
is an experience of power of the basic goodness we are all 
created in transforming and changing us.
 The spiritual life is an journey to become our 
authentic and true self. So many of us live behind 
personas of “false” selves. In becoming our true self, we 
need to realize that we have been made in the image and 
likeness of God. To become our truest self, we need to 
engage in a quest no less than this: to try to become like 
God. In becoming like God, we are not trying to take the 
place of God, or claim that we have God’s omnipotence. 
No. In becoming like God, claiming our identity as being 
made in the image and likeness of God, we are striving to 
be like the God Jesus revealed, unconditionally loving, and 
unconditionally forgiving toward all.
 This Advent let us seek to become more loving and 
more forgiving, in imitation of God. And, let us heed 
John’s challenge to repent and seek the forgiveness of 
others that we may have hurt.3

 Then Peter came and said to him, 
‘Lord, if another member of the 

church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times.”

Matthew 18:21-22
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Vestry News
 It’s a truism: things just don’t hold still, not for long any-
way.  At our worship services, longtime faces are missing, but 
the presence of new faces is a wonderful blessing.  As a way 
of welcoming new folks into the St. James’ community, a 
Newcomers Group, composed of longterm members and new 
folks alike, has met this fall and come up with some great ideas.  
Do you enjoy greeting the people around you but feel terribly 
awkward about asking them their names?  Now there’s a solu-
tion!  Thanks to our wonderful new Directory, (and thanks to 
the Communications Committee and especially Pat Evans for 
the Directory), we now have a way to post names and photos on 
the walls of the Parish Hall.  This initiative is now in the works!  
In addition, soon we all will have permanent nametags that we 
can wear each week.  So—whether a newcomer or a long-timer-

-none of us will ever need to feel funny about not knowing 
someone’s name.  
 A simple idea that meets a real need: Thank you, 
Newcomers Group.  We look forward to other great ideas to 
wear a welcoming face and strengthen our community!	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 –	Sharon	Williams

Christmas Services
 St James’ offers two Christmas Eve services, the 5pm fam-
ily service with the proclamation of the good news as re-told 
through our Christmas pageant and the 10:30pm Christmas eve 
candlelight service with the adult choir. We sing “Silent Night” 
by candlelight at both services. Through a vulnerable child in a 
manger the mighty Alpha & Omega is revealed.  Join us for the 
service of Lessons and Carols at the 9:30am Sunday, December 
28, service where we sing the much beloved Christmas car-
ols. (There is no Saturday, December 27 service). We end 
our Christmas celebrations with the Services of Epiphany on 
Saturday, January 3 and 4, and our Epiphany party on Tuesday, 
January 6th.

 In Advent, we prepare a nursery for the holy child to 
be born again. A bed of straw, rough walls to shelter ani-
mals, carols for lullabies. We dream of stars and shepherds, 
kings and hovering angels. But we also gaze beyond the 
story of a child in a manger, to the new world which he 
has come to birth, where babies are not born into poverty.  
As it was spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
 For I am about to create new heavens
 and a new earth [says our God];
 the former things shall not be remembered
 or come to mind.
 But be glad and rejoice for ever
 in what I am creating…
Call it God’s dream, if you will. The dream of a world of 
justice and peace, where human life is precious and every-
one is cared for; where laborers reap the fruits of their own 
labor, and no one is permitted to exploit the toil of oth-
ers for their own gain. Who wouldn’t want to live in a 
world like that? Who wouldn’t want to sign on to God’s 
dream for us? As long as we don’t have to go through what 
we’d have to go through in order to get there. Which is 
to say, the dismantling of everything. Advent marks the 
beginning of a new church year. Let us rejoice. We await 
Emmanuel - God with us!
(modified	from	a	posting	on	occupyadvent.blogspot.com)

Worship & Formation

 Mark Linderman, Randy Wilson, and Isabella 
Pinto, (along with Father Tim Reger) represented St. 

James’ at the 146th 
Annual Dicoesan 
Convention, held in 
Liverpool, NY, at the 
Holiday Inn.
 They were part 
of the 150 delegates 
and clergy in atten-
dance.  Resolutions, 

and elections to various Diocesan boards, were voted upon 
by the delegates, and they participated in moving and 
chanting song exercises that were then incorporated into 
the Saturday morning Holy Eucharist.  Bishop Adams 
presided over the business portion of the convention and 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist service in his usual warm 
and welcoming style.  Attending the Annual Convention 
was a satisfying and informative day and a half for each of 
us. 

Family Caroling Evening
 The Rite-13 and J2A youth groups plan to organize a 

“Family Christmas Caroling Evening” on 
Sunday, December 21, gathering in the 
Library at 5:00pm. Weather permitting, we 
are planning to sing Christmas Carols at 
homes up and down Williams Street and 
around onto Marvin Street if it is not too 
cold. We will return to the Library for hot 
chocolate and snacks.  
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The New St. James
Photo Directories

are In!

Copies are located in the back 
of the church. If you don’t see an 
envelope with your name and 
you’d like a copy, or if you need 
additional copies for your home, 
just leave a note on the sheet provided and we will get 
one to you ASAP. Thank you to Pat Evans for doing the 
very hard work of putting the directory together and to 
everyone at St. James who contributed a photo.

 Music 
 Those of you who attended the November 30th service, the 
first Sunday of Advent, may remember the two short anthems 
that the choir performed: difficult, challenging, sharply clashing 
at times, not “easy listening.” Often, anthems that I purchase for 
St. James will provide suggestions as to how they can be used. 
The suggestions for these anthems were: General (any “normal” 
Sunday), and the season	of	Epiphany. No mention of Advent!
 But look at the words: “Now it is time, time to awake out 
of sleep, for the night is far spent and the day is at hand. Out of 
Zion perfect in beauty God shines forth. Our God comes, and 
will not keep silence.” 
 Sound familiar? 
 “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us, the shout of rampart 
guards surrounds us: “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” (Hymn 61)
Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ, the Savior King, 
has come! (Hymn 70)
 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding: “Christ is nigh,” it 
seems to say…. Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth’s 
bondage let us rise. (Hymn 59)
 And, of course, from my favorite Advent hymn, with 
which I always begin Advent:
 “Lo! He comes with clouds descending.” (Hymn 57)
 The music for the two anthems performed on Advent I, 
Now	It	is	Time, and Out	of	Zion, both by David Hall, is power-
ful, disturbing, and much better than an alarm clock, definitely 
fitting the words!
 It’s time to awake, for everything has changed!
            –	Richard	Lloyd

Day School News
 Thank you to all who stopped by the Day School 50th 
Anniversary Tribute – it was a fun and successful event. We 
appreciate the Parish Hall space and the support of the church.
 The Holiday Season is a very busy time at the Day School. 
We begin with a field trip to see the “Nutcracker” and “The 
Night Before Christmas” puppet show at the Kirkland Town 
Library.  December’s main theme is Holidays Around the World. 
We try to familiarize the 
students with traditions in 
other countries.  A holiday 
tree comes from Germany; 
Christmas bells and cards 
originated in England; 
in Sweden they celebrate 

“Lucia Day” or day of light.  
We decorate a tree in our 
classroom with all “hand-
made” ornaments and make a lot of holiday decorations and 
gifts.  Naturally, the American traditions featuring Rudolph 
and Santa are a highlight. We end the year with a Holiday 
Celebration for the families of our students where we sing songs 
and have refreshments.
 Merry Christmas to all from the students and teachers at 
the Day School.

A quartet of 
members 
of the choir 
practice their 
music for 
the Advent 
services on 
Thursdays, 
Dec. 4, 11, and 
18 at 6:45pm. 

 Youth Christmas Party
 Saturday, December 13th from 10:30am - 
12:30pm, St. James’ Episcopal will hold its youth 
Christmas Party. Help decorate a tree for a shut-in, 
make an ornament to bring home, play games, eat 
lunch, and have fun! Free admission; just bring your 
creativity. Parents are encouraged to stay and help. 
RSVP to the church office by Monday, Dec. 8.
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Rite 13 & J2A

 Last month, the St. James community collected an amaz-
ing 582 cans of sweet potatoes to donate to Country Pantry, 
the food bank that serves the Clinton, Clark Mills, and 
Westmoreland area. When added to donations from other 
area churches, Country Pantry was able to provide a hearty 
Thanksgiving Dinner to their clients. However, St. James’ work 
with Country Pantry is not just done during the holiday season. 
All year long, a large group of volunteers from St. James works 
with this valuable community organization to provide food for 
hungry families and individuals.
 Country Pantry has been a long-time focus of St. James’ 
Outreach Committee. Each month, a crew from St. James that 
includes Pat Evans, Rahel Reger, Chris and Patty Fox, Wendy 
Weber, and Wendy Seifried, packs bags of food for clients to 
pick up. The same week, John and Sharon Pick, along with 
Chris and Patty, deliver packages to the apartment buildings on 
Franklin Avenue in Clinton. At other times during the month, 
Judy Logan helps stock shelves and Chris, Patty, and Wendy 
Weber pick up boxes from Hannaford and deliver them to the 
Country Pantry storage room in Clark Mills. All together, this 
crew makes a big difference in our area.
 Despite its reputation as being a well-off community, 
Country Pantry serves a large number of people in Clinton. 
Over the years, John Pick, who serves on Country Pantry’s 
board, has seen the need grow exponentially. Deliveries to the 
Franklin Avenue apartment increased more than 300% in the 
short time he and Sharon have been doing them. Patty Fox said 
that the recipients of the food packages are grateful for their 
deliveries and she and Chris enjoy supporting this cause.
 If you are interested in supporting Country Pantry, talk 
with John Pick about volunteer opportunities. More hands are 
always appreciated!
            -	Laura	Stoll

 First of all, we at Outreach would like to thank everyone 
at St James for making our “Sweet Potato” goal for the Country 
Pantry Thanksgiving drive.  Thanks to all of you, all of the 
Pantry clients were able to enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner.
 Now, on to Christmas!  
As you can see, our annual 
Christmas Giving tree is up 
and decorated with Christmas 
giving opportunities.  As in 
the past, we will be providing 
Christmas gifts to The House 
of the Good Shepherd and 
Country Pantry.  Take a star, 
buy the gift designated on the 
back of the star, and return it 
either underneath the tree or 
to the office if during church 
hours.  A change from last 
year.....If you choose one of the House of the Good Shepherd 
Mall gift cards, you can simply take the star, place it with $25 in 
an envelope and place it under the tree and Outreach will make 
the gift card purchase for you.  Please return your gifts to the 
church by 12/12.
 As always, have a Merry Christmas season and however 
busy it becomes, stop and take a moment to remember “the rea-
son for the season”!

Behind the Scenes:

Country Pantry Volunteers

  Rite 13 and J2A have recently started several outreach 
projects to help out Judy Tastor, a social worker with Hospice, 
who meets with over 250 grieving children in the Utica school 
district. Most often these children come from refugee families 
who escaped a war and have very little to live on. The Youth 
Groups have already collected a number of teddy bears for 
these children and will continue to collect them until the end 
of the year. They have also baked several dozen gingerbread 
people for the Utica children to decorate and take home. 
The biggest project the Youth Groups decided to get involved 
in is a blanket project, which consists of purchasing fabric 
and cutting and tying it into fleece blankets. In order to raise 
money, the St. James Youth has decided to put together several 
themed baskets which will be raffled off. For those less inter-
ested in a basket there is also the option of sponsoring an entire 
blanket. More about this after December 14. All we can say 
right now is Be Ready For Great Things!
 We thank you for supporting our efforts.
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Flowers for Christmas
	 Those wishing to provide a Christmas plant for the altar may do so by using the special envelopes in the pews, calling 
the church office at 853-5359 or completing the following form. If you would like to take your plant after the service, please note 
this on your envelope and check; we will mark your plant with a card and set it aside for pickup. Checks should be made payable 
to St. James’ Church with the notation “Christmas plant” in the memo line. Send your donation of $20 to the church office before 
December 17. 

Name: ____________________________________________________________

❏ In Memory of  or    ❏ In Thanksgiving for____________________________________________

From _____________________________________________________

Will take plant after the Christmas service:   ❏ Yes   ❏ No
Christmas plants will also be delivered to shut-in members of the parish so they know that we think of them and include them in 
our celebrations. If you would like to receive a plant or know of someone who would like one, please call the church office.  If you 
could also volunteer some time to deliver a plant to a shut-in member of the parish, we would greatly appreciate it. In mid-Decem-
ber, select a name from the sign-up sheets in the back of the church and make arrangements to visit. Thank you.

Saturday, Dec. 13 • 7pm
St. James’ Episcopal Church

     Tapestry invites you to enjoy their 
  twenty-ninth Christmas Season. The 
                 concert will tell the story of Christ’s birth 
through music focusing on Prophecy, Angels & 
Shepherds, and the Nativity. Dr. Kolb has chosen 
compositions of 16th to 20th century compos-
ers. Admission at the door is $10 for adults, $5 for 
senior citizens. They will perform a second con-
cert in Old Forge on Dec. 14, at The View, 3273 State 
Rt. 28.

directed by G. Roberts Kolb

The Fair Trade Shoppe at Stone Presbyterian Church has been 
stocked with quality Christmas gifts that come with the satis-
faction of knowing that their purchase helps people in some of 
the poorest countries in the world. Open Saturdays from 10am-
4pm and Thursdays from 10am-6:30pm. For more information, 
visit www.stonepres.org or call 859-2933.
 

“Living the Nativity” will be held at the Clinton United 
Methodist Church on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 1-3pm. View 
inspirational nativity displays, enjoy hot chocolate and 
Christmas cookies, met Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds, and 
kings. There will also be a children’s nativity craft. There is no 
admission cost, but we will collect baby food, diapers, and/or 
monetary donations for Country Pantry. Come and be a part of 
the real meaning of Christmas.

There will be a special Yoga Dance event at St. James on Sunday, 
Dec. 21 from 6-8pm in the Parish Hall. Jennifer 
Kemp, who teaches a yoga class at St. James two 
times a week, is offering this special event to her stu-
dents and anyone else who might be interested. In 
celebration of the winter solstice, this guided medita-
tive dance experience will feel free and liberating. No 
experience is necessary. Suggested donation is $10 
per person. Wear comfortable clothing. For more 
information, call Jennifer Kemp at 939-0287. 

	 Epiphany	Party
						Tuesday,	Jan.	6

6pm
Champagne
Social	Hour

6:45pm
Potluck	Dinner



Please pray for the families of:

 Dec. 6 Irma Davis, Jim & Beth Davis, Patricia Davis, Andrew & Bonnie Dawes, Helen & Stephen Dick

 Dec. 13 Ann Dunham, Don Drumm, Diek & LaDonna Elliot, Madeline Ellis, Bruce & Sharon Evans, Ryan Evans

 Dec. 20 Scott Evans, Chris & Carrie Evans, Tom & Pat Evans, Patricia Jue & David Evans, Dan Farrell & Myriam Cotten

 Dec. 27 Ben Fehlner & Laura Stoll, Barbara Foster, Chris & Patty Fox, Mark & RuthAnn Fuller, Jennifer Fuller

December Cycle of Prayer

December 2014

          Date	 Acolytes	 Nursery	 Lectors	 Eucharistic	Ministers	 Ushers/Greeters				
December Server Schedule

Sat. Dec. 13 Connor D’Angelo  Matt Weber Wendy Weber 
Sun. Dec. 14 Erin Iles, Louis Pinto Sydney Evans Jackie Medina Alistair Campbell Ben Fehlner
  Sophia Pinto  Mary Lou Iles Laura Stoll
Sat. Dec. 20 Nick Williams  Sharon Pick John Pick Sharon Pick  
Sun. Dec. 21  Audra Williams JoElyn Wakefield-Wright Gail Prentice John & Cynthia
 Liam Schmalz Anna Reger  Karen Anderson Crossley

Wed. Dec. 24    Chris & Patty Fox Matt Weber
      5pm    Randy Wilson Brent Rodriguez-Plate
     10:30pm Suzie Phillips  Jackie Medina Nancy Taylor Karen Anderson
    Matt & Wendy Weber Wendy Seifried
Sat. Dec. 27
Sun. Dec. 28   Jeff Wooldridge, Pat Evans  Don Neil
   Skip Beardsell  Pat Davis
Sat. Jan. 3 Suzie Phillips  Kathy Heuss Rahel Reger Craig & Kathy Heuss
Sun. Jan. 4 Anna Reger, Olivia Peto Amy Davis Sharon Williams Brian Collett Brooks Rose   
 Mia Davis Sophia Pinto  Bill Kistner Randy Wilson

December Altar Guild: Wendy Weber & Patricia Jue

N O  S E R V I C E

Lessons & Carols

December 2014 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
10am Zumba 
4:30pm Zumba

2
9:30am Yoga 
6:30pm Tapestry 
8pm AA

3
11:30am Lectionary Study 
6:30pm Newcomers Group

4
6:45pm Advent Vespers 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal

5 6
4pm Worship Service

7
9:30am Worship Service 
       

8
10am Zumba 
4:30pm Zumba 
7pm ABC Board Meeting 
7pm Women’s Spirituality 
         Group 
 

9
9:30am Yoga 
6:30pm Tapestry 
8pm AA Meeting

10
11:30am Lectionary Study 

11
3:30pm Girl Scouts 
6:30pm Property 
             Management 
6:45pm Advent Vespers 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal

12
5pm Tapestry Rehearsal  

13
10:30am Christmas Party 
12:30pm Pageant  
               Rehearsal 
4pm Worship Service 
7pm Tapestry Concert

14
9:30am Worship Service 
10:45am Pageant  
               Rehearsal 
3:30pm Rite 13 

15
10am Zumba 
4:30pm Zumba  

16
9:30am Yoga 
5pm MVDTC Party 
6:30pm Tapestry 
8pm AA Meeting 

17
11:30am Lectionary Study 
7pm Vestry Meeting 

18
9:30am Fiber Arts Guild 
3:30pm Girl Scouts 
6:45pm Advent Vespers 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal

19
7:30am Yoga  

20
4pm Worship Service 

21
9:30am Worship Service 
10:45am Pageant  
               Rehearsal 
11am Outreach Meeting 
5pm Christmas Caroling 
6pm Yoga Dance Event 
 

22
10am Zumba 
4:30pm Zumba 

23
9:30am Yoga 
10am Pageant Rehearsal 
6:30pm Tapestry 
8pm AA Meeting 

24
5pm Christmas Eve 
         Service 
10:30pm Christmas Eve  
          Service 

25
Christmas

26 27

28
9:30am Service of Lessons 
             and Carols 

29
10am Zumba 
4:30pm Zumba

30
9:30am Yoga 
6:30pm Tapestry 
8pm AA Meeting 

31 1
New Year’s Day

2 3
4pm Worship Service
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