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Palm Sunday March 25 • 9:30am
Blessing of the Palms and Holy Eucharist (Bring bells)
Maundy Thursday March 29 • 7pm Agape eucharistic Meal
with Stripping of the Altar.
Good Friday March 30 • 7pm Tenebrae service
The Great Vigil of Easter March 31 • 7pm with Eucharist (Bring bells to ring)
Easter Sunday service april 1 • 9:30am
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St. James’ Episcopal Church
9 Williams Street • Clinton, New York 13323 • 315-853-5359
www.stjamesclinton.org • office@stjamesclinton.org
REGULAR SERVICES:
Saturday, 4pm • Sunday, 9:30am
Church office hours: Mon. - Fri. 9-12pm
Father Gary's office hours: Tues-Thurs 8:30-12pm
or by appointment
Staff:
Rector: Rev. Gary Cyr
Minister of Music: Richard Lloyd • Sexton: “Mujo” Salkic
Administrative Assistant: Caitlin Richer

Vestry:

vestry@stjamesclinton.org
Senior Warden: Ken Iles • Junior Warden: Pat Davis
Jennifer Hayes • John Crossley • Gail Prentice • Randy Grant • Sue Hecklau
Melinda Abraham • Deb Lucas-Mott • Terry Houtz Neil • Randy Wilson
Treasurer: Jan Wilson
Webmistress: Laura Stoll

Leadership Group Chairs:

Communications: Kathy Collett
Hospitality: Terry Houtz Neil
Finance: Mike Baldwin
Investment: Craig Heuss
Outreach: Pat Evans
Property Management: Sharon Williams

EF

St. James’ is a community where we come together in Christ to develop spiritually;
find opportunities for outreach; receive comfort when in need; and engage in sacred
experiences through our liturgy, music, fellowship, and mutual ministry.”
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but who, nevertheless, remain within the Christian household seeking acceptance and a spiritual home. At-one-ment
offers gracious generosity to those who have been rejected by
institutional religion and for said systemic structures to repent
from behavior that disenfranchises many of God’s
children.
Gracious generosity is also a means whereby
each of us can find a path forward to renewing our
own broken relationships that fracture the Body of
Christ. It is when we gather together to receive the
Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist that we
encounter the living God’s forgiveness and pardon. It is at the altar rail that we kneel with those
we may disagree with, but in the Eucharist, find
ourselves as one body, imperfect and broken, but
willing to follow Jesus, even to the cross.
All of us make mistakes. I’ve made my fair
share and have strived to listen and learn from the
faith community I have been called to serve. As
part of my Lenten journey, I ask for forgiveness for those times
where I have caused injury or neglected to honor the Christ
in my neighbor. I give thanks for those times where I have
received grace through those I serve the parish with and help
form our leadership team. I am humbled to serve with a vestry
of gifted and talented individuals who seek to minister to their
neighbor through said service. I am grateful for the Spirit’s presence in all of your lives and your willingness to allow me to
walk with you in your spiritual journey. I am humbled by all
your gifts and willingness to share of your time and resources in
ways that allow the parish to minister to our communities.
It may not be appropriate to speak of joy during Lent, but
I feel joyful and blessed to be part of this faith community and
honored to be your priest. As we walk along our Lenten journey,
may we each be open and vulnerable to God and one another,
admit our faults and offer forgiveness whenever necessary, for
we are all imperfect and seek at-one-ment with God. Thankfully,
God has granted us pardon. Though we walk through the valley
of sin and death, we don’t walk alone. Jesus walks with us. May
we, in faith and humility, continue to walk humbly with Jesus
all the way to the cross, for it’s only in encountering it that God
will transform death into new life. It is only through the cross
that we are able to have at-one-ment with the Source of our
Being. May each of you have a holy and blessed Lent.

Rector's Corner
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like unto it:
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
And then, it was Lent. Just like that – in the
snap of one’s fingers – we’ve gone from the season of
Advent preparing for Christmas, through the waning days of Epiphany in preparation for the season
of Lent. Where has the time gone? Guess the adage
that time waits for no one is true; it keeps marching
forward.
This Summary of the Law – more colloquially
known as The Golden Rule – is part of the opening acclimation of the Rite I liturgy, which, for many
Episcopal parishioners, is a familiar formula that harkens to the
1928 Book of Common Prayer. Steeped in Elizabethan English,
it still carries favor with many in the Church who find its
poetic cadences soothing and comforting. Even many millennials, who are awash in contemporary English, enjoy hearing this
language as it transcends the ordinary and familiar. However,
for others, it doesn’t reflect their relationship with God, not to
mention being difficult to pronounce and speak.
Embedded within the beauty of Elizabethan English is
atonement theology. Most of us don’t think about the significance of this other than its familiar language. Many of us grew
up understanding that Jesus died for our sins, paying the price
for our disobedience; that we are unworthy due to our manifold sins. However, there are many for whom such language
is despairing and condemning. For many on the margins of
society, such theology has been used to prohibit their participation in worship and sometimes even church membership. My
approach in addressing this has been to borrow a method from
Feminist theologians and hyphenate the word: at-one-ment.
Being at one with God invites us to enter into the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, not merely as one who
bears our sins, but as our brother who confronts the injustice that crucified him. At-one-ment, through the lens of the
resurrection, is God’s ability to triumph over injustice, even
death. To be at one with God begs the question of how we have
walked apart from God; where sin is the manifestation of that
separation, the result of which is the cross. Feminist theology,
thus gives us a means of reappropriating atonement theology in
a way that invites all God’s children into right-relatedness.
Being in right relationship with God also means seeking to be in right relatedness with each other. Sometimes, our
personal differences hinder that from occurring. Our Lenten
journey offers us the opportunity to reflect on our own biases,
prejudices, and presumptions we have, which often lead to
disenfranchising those who differ from us, be it due to their
gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity, etc. These are the
vary groups for whom atonement theology is most difficult,

Welcome
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Caitlin Richer is our new Office
Administrator. Although she just
started working here, she has
previously been an Acolyte and
volunteered in the nursery. Caitlin
recently moved back to Clinton
with her 7 month old daughter,
Ellie. She is excited to be a part of
the St. James' community again,
and looks forward to this new
chapter of her life.

Palm Sunday: The
Sunday before Easter
is known as Palm
Sunday and marks the beginning of Holy Week. On this day
we remember Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey as the prophets foretold the Messiah would
do. We use palms that are blessed, to show our participation in
this event. (During the Sunday service, we begin in the Parish
Hall and process into the church making a joyful noise – bring
kazoos, drums, bells, noise makers to help us celebrate). The
contrast of this day is marked by the Triduum Sacrum (Latin
for sacred three days, which consist of Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Holy Saturday). We therefore begin Holy Week on
a celebratory note recalling that all that God promised will be
fulfilled in Jesus.

Days of Easter. The
first portion of this
service – which, like
Good Friday, begins without a greeting – is a retelling of God’s
mighty acts through the history of a chosen people. God’s
steadfast love is revealed, and the covenant established by God
with our ancestors is remembered through the renewal of our
baptismal covenant. Then, as the lights in the church are turned
on, we sing a resounding “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!” while
those gathered ring their bells. Bring bells to ring! The Vigil is
the most dramatic worship service of the Church year, and we
invite you to be present for this time of quiet and dark, followed by joyful noise and light. The service concludes the
Triduum with a celebratory dismissal punctuated with a joyful
ALLELUIA!

Maundy Thursday: The word maundy comes from the Latin
word “mandate,” meaning, “commandment.” Historically,
Maundy Thursday marks the occasion of the Last Supper and
Jesus’ entrance into the Garden of Gethsemane where he will be
betrayed by Judas. We also remember Jesus' words “I give you
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. “
This year, the service – which begins in the Parish Hall at
5:30pm – will include an Agape (a Greek word for love that
embodies kinship) meal. This simple Passover influenced meal
helps us recall that we are partakers in Christ’s passion and
are in loving service to our neighbors. With a mix of readings,
hymns, and ritual cleansing, we enter into the three holiest days
of the Church year. The service concludes with the stripping of
the altar signifying our preparation for Jesus’ crucifixion and
entombment. The service has no closing or dismissal. After the
sanctuary is stripped, individuals may remain for quiet meditation and depart in silence.

Easter Day is in fact, the First Sunday of Easter. In the very
early Church, Easter began with the Great Vigil, with its
observance of the death and resurrection of Jesus. Easter Day,
however marks, with joyous celebration, the good news that
Christ is alive, and through his resurrection, we, too, are given
the gift of new life. On this day, we stand together as an Easter
people, forgiven and renewed, giving thanks with a resounding
ALLELUIA!

Ecumenical Lenten Study
Wednesdays 6 pm
   Wednesday's in Lent starting at 6 p.m. we gather at the
St. Mary’s Catholic Church gymnasium on Prospect Street,
Clinton. The evening begins with a light soup and bread supper
at 6 pm followed by viewing a segment of Rob Fuquay’s video
“The God We Can Know.” Discussion is moderated by one of
Clinton’s clergy. The last two sessions are:
• Mar. 14th The Rev. Jeff Hale Session 6 “I Am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life: Knowing God’s Way”

Good Friday: The “goodness” of this day is found in the
Passion narrative according to John, which is traditionally read
during this service. Good Friday is when we recognize that the
cross is not a defeat, but a victory—a victory over the powers of
death, sin and darkness. Through Jesus’ passion upon the cross,
God will transform this instrument of death into new life. At
7:00pm we hold a Tenebrae service (the word Tenebrae is Latin
for “shadows”) that recreates the betrayal, abandonment, and
agony of the events of Good Friday. Following tradition, there
is no Holy Communion on this day. The service also doesn’t
contain an opening or a dismissal since the Triduum – which
began on Maundy Thursday – is actually one service and Good
Friday is simply “the middle” portion. The service closes with
the Solemn Collects and the congregation departs in silence.
The Easter Vigil: The Great Vigil is the liturgical highpoint
of the Church year; which begins in silence and darkness, and
recalls for us the tomb that Jesus was laid in. The service movies
into the celebration of the Light’s return which is announced
with joyous alleluias of the first Eucharist of the Great Fifty

• Mar. 21st Scott Leonard, CLP Session 7 “I Am the
Resurrection and the Life’: Knowing God’s Possibilities.”

Easter Flowers

Donate Easter flowers for the altar by using the special
envelopes in the pews, by calling the church office at
315-853-5359, or completing the form at http://stjamesclinton.org/easter-flowers. The suggested donation is $20.
Make checks to St. James Altar
guild with Easter flower in the
memo line. The deadline is March
25. Indicate if you want to take
the plant home after the Easter
Sunday service or wish the plant to
be a gift from St. James to a shutin members of the parish.
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Fellowship

Vestr y News

   Our Maundy Thursday Agape Eucharist begins at 5:30pm
on March 29. Sign up sheets have been posted for simple mideastern type foods such as stuffed grape leaves, flatbread, figs,
dates, etc. Please sign up or call Terry Neil at 315-368-4151 for
more information
		 Our annual Spring Potluck will be Saturday, April 21
at 5:15pm, following the 4pm worship service. Sign up sheets
will be posted for numbers attending and suggest courses to
bring. Co-chairs are needed to set-up and hosting. If you can
help with this please call me. 					
						
– Terry Houtz Neil

New vestry members Malinda Abraham, Jennifer Potter
Hayes and Gail Prentice were welcomed at the February meeting. Property Manaement projects for 2018 were outlined,
the annual Parochial Report was prepared and submitted to
the Episcopal Church and a Vestry Retreat was scheduled for
March 3. St. James' participation in the Rise Against Hunger
initiative was discussed as well as the six-member group who
participated in their first "Learning Initiative" workshop in
Skaneateles.		
							
– Pat Davis

Outreach
   During Lent we are again collecting for St. Paul's
parish church school in Haiti. Special envelopes
are in the pews and can be placed in the collection
plates. We are also grateful to the youth group for
donating the proceeds of the pancake supper to this
outreach.
In April you will be learning more about a new project that
St. James is joining in. Last year the Clinton Methodist Church
raised over $4000 for a program called Rise Against Hunger.
This year the community has been invited to join in this international hunger relief program. St. James has committed to
raising $2000. Two thousand dollars will provide 7,000 meals. You
will see new envelopes in the pews
for contributions and be hearing of projects to help raise funds.
On September 29, 2018 volunteers will staff a meal packaging
event, location to be announced.
We will provide a sign-up sheet for volunteers willing to spend
a few hours on Sept. 29 packaging meals. Learn more at www.
riseagainsthunger.org.
Thanks to all who cooked and help package over 150
meals for Your Neighbors on Saturday, March 10. And to the
Wilsons for coordinating this outreach.
							
– Pat Evans

Learning Communities Initiative
St. James, Clinton, along with thirty-two other parishes
in the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York, has entered a
new stage of discernment through the Learning Communities
Initiative (LCI). Each participating parish is determining their
unique response to the question, “When you consider the gifts
you have been given and the needs of our world, what future
do you imagine God is bringing forth in our midst?” As articulated in the Diocesan website, "The answer needs to come from
Christ and our willingness to ask hard questions and listen
for answers, as well as our ability to take risks, secure in our
standing in Christ." The six of us, the Learning Communities
Initiative guides for St. James (along with our Rector Fr. Gary),
participated in the day-long Learning Communities Initiative
Kick-off on Saturday, February 24. Over the next many
months, we lay people will be the guiding team to help discover
the unique story God wants to tell through the community of
St. James, Clinton. We will not, indeed we cannot, determine
the answer to the question by ourselves; rather the response
needs to come out of the whole community, and this will take
time, discernment, exploration, prayer, and deep listening. We
are on a journey that will take many, many months.
For the start of this journey, we would like each of you
to notice "God Sightings" – places or times when you see God
at work in your life, where you live, work, and play. We invite
you to share these either through story or pictures by sending
them to us at god-sightings@stjamesclinton.org or, if you prefer,
place them in the Learning Communities Initiative mail box
(across from the water fountain in the St James parish wing).
Let us know if we may share with others at a future parish potluck, on Facebook, or at a Diocesan-wide LCI meeting. Also
indicate if you want photos to be credited to your name or if
you prefer to be anonymous.
		
– Charles Abraham, Karen Anderson, Kathy Collett,
		
Patricia Jue, Deborah Lucas-Mott, and Terry Neil

Day School News
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   The month of March at St. James' Church Day School
comes in like a lion and we hope it goes out like a lamb. We
will be exploring weather themes this month, focusing on the
wind, clouds and the coming of Spring. We will create a class
weather chart and make various art projects designed around
lions and lambs as well as kites, wind socks and rainbows.
Students will also be learning about rhyming sounds and recognizing words that rhyme.
Special events this month include a visit to the KAC for
the annual Tiny Tots Ballet and a walking tour of the Clinton
Elementary School for our students' kindergarten visit.
						
–Elise Morford

March 2018
Sunday
4
9:30am Worship Service

Monday
Tuesday
5
6
3pm Zumba
5:30pm Tapestry
6:15 R. Murray Group
8pm AA mtg
			
			

Wednesday
7
9am Holy Week planning
11:30am Lectionary Study
6pm Lenten Series
(St. Mary's Clinton)

11
9:30am Worship Service

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
8
9
10
7:30am Men's Group		
6:30pm Property Mgmt		
4pm Worship Service
7pm Women of Grace					
7:30pm Choir Practice

12
13
14
3pm Zumba
5:30pm Tapestry
11:30am Lectionary Study
6:15 R. Murray Group
8pm AA mtg
6pm Lenten Series
				
				

15
16
7:30am Men's Group
10am Fiber Arts Guild
10am Funeral
7pm Women of Grace		
7:30pm Choir Practice

17

18
9:30am Worship Service

22
23
7:30am Men's Group
6pm Women of Grace		
7:30 Choir Practice

24

19
20
3pm Zumba
5:30pm Tapestry
6:15 R. Murray Group
8pm AA mtg
			

21
11:30am Lectionary Study
6pm Lenten Series
7pm Vestry Meeting

4pm Worship Service

4pm Worship Service

25
PALM SUNDAY
9:30 Worship Service

26
27
28
29
3pm Zumba
5:30pm Tapestry
11:30am Lectionary Study 7:30am Men's Group
6:15 R. Murray Group
8pm AA mtg
6pm MV Dog Training Club 5:30 Maundy Thursday
7pm Women's Spirituality			
7:30 Choir Practice

30
12pm Good Friday
(Ecumenical Service)
7pm Tenebrae Service

31

1
EASTER
9:30 Worship Service

2

6

7

3

4

5

3pm Zumba
6:30pm Tapestry
11:30 Lectionary Study
6:15 R. Murray Group
8pm AA mtg		
				

7:30am Men's Group		
7pm Women of Grace
7:30pm Choir Practice

7pm Easter Vigil

4pm Worship Service

March Altar Guild: Mary Javorski and Patricia Jue

Date

Sat. Mar 17
Sun. Mar 18
Sat. Mar 24
Sun. Mar 25
Thurs. Mar 29

March Server Schedule

Lectors

Eucharistic Ministers

Ted Johnson
Rahel Reger
Sharon Williams
Randy Wilson
Chris Fox
Patty Fox
Lorna Grant
Mike Baldwin
Brian Collett
Kate Marquardt
Fri. Mar 30 7pm Kathy Heuss		
Charles Abraham
Gail Prentice
Randy Wilson
Mary O'Neill
Sat. Mar 31 8pm Ted Johnson
Charles Abraham
Malinda Abraham
Mike Baldwin
JoElyn Wakefield-Wright
Chris Fox
Sun. Apr 1
Pat Evans
Randy Wilson
		
Mary Lou Iles

Ushers/Greeters

Chris Evans
John & Cynthia Crossley
Chris Fox
Pat Daivs & Don Neil
Craig Heuss

Chris & Patty Fox

Pat Davis
Don Neil

Standing with our youth to end gun
violence: Upcoming Activities
March 14th: Day of Lament - marking
the one-month anniversary of the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida.
March 20th: Conversation With Bishop DeDe
on Gun Violence
Join Bishop DeDe on Facebook Live at 8:00 p.m.
on March 20th for a Jesus-centered conversation
about gun violence.
March 24th: March For Our Lives
Families will take to the streets to demand that
their lives and safety become a priority and to call
for an end to gun violence and mass shootings in
schools. Check the diocesan website regularly for
updates of times and locations.
For more information on these events, visit the
Diocese of Central New York website at https://
cnyepiscopal.org/

