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St. James’ Episcopal Church is a community of faith where we come together in Christ to
develop spiritually through worship and Spirit-led action. We experience the sacred
through our liturgy, music, hospitality, and shared ministries. As part of our outreach mission to the greater Clinton area, the parish campus is used by various community groups as
a place of meeting and fellowship. We are continually and prayerfully exploring ways to
transform the world through loving faith-filled service.
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I

recently had the opportunity to listen to a Lutheran pastor
preach at an Episcopal service. In her homily, she spoke of a shrinking
church where attendance is on the decline. This is not an original assessment as it has been ongoing for decades amongst all Christian denominations. She talked about how fear permeates congregations in the
midst of this unfolding and asked why so many were worried. After all,
she said, “God knows a thing or two about resurrection.”
Her words caught my attention in that they echoed what I heard at
the Vestry retreat held earlier this year. In that gathering, one member
spoke of the challenge of growing smaller. Many are familiar with
growing pains, but shrinking also has pain associated with it. Over the
summer, the parish leadership has been prayerfully listening to one another and opening our hearts to hear what the Spirit is saying amongst
us. We are, as a parish, growing into a smaller version of our former
selves.
For some, this entails great anxiety as we see less and less familiar
faces, fewer and fewer youth, and more and more individuals leaving
the area. Fear fills the heart of many who yearn for days gone-by where
Sunday school was vibrant and attendance was rising. They pine for the
days before the internet blaming afterschool activities and sporting
events for the decline. As the above preacher also said: “God will survive the internet age as well as the age of busyness.”
We cannot reclaim our past glory nor should we. What we can do
is trust in the Spirit to guide us forward into an uncertain future. Rather
than focus on survival, we can focus on meeting our neighbors, listening
to other’s needs, and asking different questions. Our purpose as a Christian community is not dependent on our size, but on our willingness to
engage with the wider community and meet people where they are. It
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means taking risks in exploring ways to meet needs we have yet to learn about. It means leaving our
comfortable worship space and opening our doors to others we have yet to meet. Resurrection is, after
all, about transformation and that, as Pentecost tells us, is about leaving the familiar and going forth into
the world.
The early disciple’s experience of the risen Christ was not the same as their time when Jesus walked
among them. Jesus, through the grace of God, had transformed death into new life. Sin, as symbolized in
death, no longer holds us captive. We are free from the shackles that hold us back and invited through
the resurrection to live lives of hope and love in service to one another. Those early disciples did not
know what was ahead of them in the wake the resurrection experience, but they trusted in the Spirit to
guide them forward. Always forward! I pray that that same Spirit infuses each of you with such confidence in Christ as we move forward into our shared life as members of Christ’s Body.

Peace,
Fr. Gary

Sacred Ground
St. James’ would like to offer an opportunity to gather in a small group setting
for respectful and transformative dialogue on race and racism. The program is called
Sacred Ground and it holds as a guiding star the vision of beloved community where all people are honored and protected and nurtured as beloved children of
God, where we weep at one another’s pain and seek one another’s ﬂourishing.
Sacred Ground is a film and readings based dialogue series on race, grounded
in faith. Small groups are invited to walk through chapters of America’s history of
race and racism, while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political and regional identity.
The 10 part series is built around a powerful online curriculum of documentary films and reading
that focus on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with European American histories.
Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries and our society.
This series is open to all and especially designed to help white people talk with other white people. Participants are invited to peel away the layers that have contributed to the challenges and divides of the present
day - all while grounded in our call to faith, hope and love.
You can find more information about Sacred Ground at this website: https://
www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground or by speaking with Karen Anderson. We would like to form a
dialogue circle (or possibly more than one) here at St. James’ Church. The circles consist of 4-12 people who
commit to meeting together, watching the films, reading the articles and books and sharing in open, honest
discussion.
Karen will hold a preview session following the worship services on September 8 and 14th if you
would like to see a preview of the material and ask questions.
Depending on the interest, we will set up 1 or more dialogue circles that will meet approximately
twice a month beginning mid to late September and concluding mid to late February (allowing for a break
for Christmas time). Location, time and day of week will be determined once we see the interest level.
2

Outreach
Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief organization that distributes food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable, mobilizing the
necessary resources to end hunger by 2030.
We will be packing the meals on September 28th, with two shifts: 9-11:00 and 11:30-1:30. Those of us who
participated last year found this to be a very rewarding experience and a lot of FUN!! We hope that you
will consider joining us. The Rise Against Hunger campaign strongly encourages us to pre-register on-line
(see link below). However, if you are unable to do this for any reason, you may sign up on the sheets at the
back of the church or in the parish hall. Please do NOT sign up on the sheets if you do so online.
Sign up sheets are available in the parish hall or you may register online at http://
events.stophungernow.org/clintonumc092819

The Outreach Committee held its first cooking and serving activity for
Hope House on Friday, 8/16. Many thanks to our cooks (Karen Anderson, Sue Hecklau, Judy Logan, Terry Neil, Wendy Seifried, and
Wendy Weber) and to our "official team photographer" Caitlin! We
served dinners to 58 people, and there was plenty of casserole left over,
which was going to be served for lunch the next day. Chris & Patty
Fox

Throughout the summer members of the
LCI team met neighbors and members of
our community at the Farmer’s Market.
People that stopped by our booth created
prayer flags, picked up reusable bags to
shop with, and made donations.

"The Country Pantry thanks everyone for their generous donations of food
for the KidsPaks. Over 200 were prepared and distributed (with school supplies included) to area youth in need.
The local need for the Pantry remains high; nine new families were added
this month. Please continue to donate to this wonderful organization Specific Pantry needs for September are peanut butter, tuna, peas, and any
kind of pasta ."
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September / October Server Schedule
Date

Lectors

Eucharistic Ministers

Ushers/ Greeters

Sun. Sept 1, 9:30 a.m.

Mary O’Neill

Bill Kistner

Ken & Mary Lou Iles

Sat. Sept. 8, 4:00 p.m.

Charles Abraham

Person Scheduled

Malinda Abraham & Wendy Seifried

Sun. Sept. 9, 9:30 a.m.

Blair Jones

Randy Wilson

Pat Davis & Claire Hayes

Sat. Sept. 14, 4:00 p.m.

Kathy Heuss

Karen Anderson

Wendy Seifried & Kathy Heuss

Sun. Sept. 15, 9:30 a.m.

Margaret Jones

Brian Collett

Don Neil & Pat Davis

Sat. Sept. 21, 4:00 p.m.

Person Scheduled

Judy Logan

Bruce & Sondra Coe

Sun. Sept. 22, 9:30 a.m.

Jackie Medina

Barbara Swetman

Ken & Mary Lou Iles

Sat. Sept. 28, 4:00 p.m.

Dick Compson

Joan Compson

Chris & Patty Fox

Sun. Sept. 29, 9:30 a.m.

Kate Marquardt

Person Scheduled

Karen Anderson & Wendy Seifried

Sat. Oct. 5, 4:00 p.m.

Chris Fox

Patty Fox

Charles & Malinda Abraham

Sun. Oct. 6, 9:30 a.m.

Person Scheduled

Gail Prentice

Claire Hayes & Randy Wilson

Choir Rehearsal is beginning!
The summer season is coming to a close, and the choir is raring to go! Our first rehearsal will be early this
year, as we traditionally begin on the Thursday after Labor Day. If you are interested in joining, come to
the Parish Hall on September 5 at 7:30 pm.
For an hour and a half we practice the hymns, the sung psalm and the anthem for Sunday’s service, and
make sure we know each season’s service music. The anthems are quite varied and
can at times be challenging, requiring multiple rehearsals before being performed.
The choir contains dedicated, welcoming members who are there to share their musical talents as leaders of worship.
Come and get fitted for a robe—you may find the choir a very satisfying way to celebrate our worship together!

Parish Events
Youth Weekend

Wine and Cheese Fellowship

Youth Weekends will take place during the first full
A Wine and Cheese Fellowship event will take place
weekend of the month, September—June, that will
Saturday, September 14th at 5:00 p.m. in the parish
include a puppet show sermon by Rev. Bev and Fahall.
ther Mike!
Parish Potluck
A ’Crock Pot Fest’ potluck will be held Saturday, October 5th following the Saturday Service in the Parish
Hall. Beverages will be provided by the hospitality committee. Sign up in the parish hall or by contacting
the office.
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Diocesan Events

New Beginnings is the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York’s free retreat for youth in grades 68. Explore your relationship with your peers, family, friends, self, and God in small groups led by
adults and high-school-age students. Youth and
adult volunteers are also welcome!

What is a congregation for? A congregation gathers
people into Christ's body, the Church—a community that transforms minds, hearts, and behaviors—and sends these same people into the world
to be God’s loving, liberating, life-giving presence.
The Episcopal Diocese of Central New York is
offering free workshops introducing the "GatherTransform-Send" model as a lens to look at how
God is at work in our congregations, how we're
partnering with God, and how God is calling us
into creativity and renewal. You'll learn how to apply and share this model in your own congregation
and ministry.

FRIDAY, SETPTEMBER 13TH (7:00 P.M.) TO
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH (12:00 P.M.)
At St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
408 South Main Street, Horseheads
All are welcome to closing Sunday worship = potluck,
10:30 a.m.
Please register online by September 11th
cnyepiscopal.org/new-beginnings-2019

Workshops are led by members of our diocesan
Congregational Development team who have been
trained through the College for Congregational Development. There are many options to attend, including:

The Happening #72
The Happening #72 is scheduled for Friday, October 18th to Sunday, October 20th. This event is a
retreat for youth in grades 9-12. The Happening
will take place at Casawasco Camp and Retreat
Center in Moravia, NY. For more information
please visit https://cnyepiscopal.org/event/
happening-72/

Rome: Tuesday, September 10th, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Zion Episcopal Church
140 West Liberty Street, Rome
Webinar/Liverpool: Wednesday, October 2nd,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
via Zoom webinar or attend in-person at the diocesan office
1020 7th North Street, Liverpool

Diocesan E-newsletter
Sign up for the Diocesan e-newsletter

to stay up to date with information! To Please register in advance at cnyepiscopal.org/
sign up click here.
gather.
5

The Season of Creation
God is the creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all creation; we are called to be
good stewards of this creation. The Season of Creation, which we celebrate
from mid-September to early October, helps us remember this. We hear the
Wisdom of God in selections from the Book of Job. Poems remind us that God
continues to speak to us, not only through songs of praise found in the Psalms
but in the prayerful utterances of more contemporary saints. We continue with
readings from the Book of Luke, the Gospel appointed for this year. This year’s
theme is the web of life, recognizing the creatures of oceans, the plants and animals of the land, the glory
and rage of storms, and indeed, in the entire universe. As we honor God during this season with fellow
members of the Anglican Communion, may we come to appreciate that this “newest” season of the church
year reaches back to one of the oldest articulations of our Christian faith:
"We believe in one God… maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ…Through him all
things were made. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life… (words from the Nicene Creed).

Coming this fall…
Starting Wednesday, September 11 Father Gary will begin a Mid-Week Eucharist service. The service includes a discussion of the week’s liturgy and is followed by a light lunch in the parish hall.
Bible Study will begin on Thursday, September 12 at 10 a.m. in the library. Join Father Gary and fellow parishioners for a lively discussion about the Bible!

Update on Père Fred in St. Matthias, Camp-Perrin
Père Fred has been very busy in Camp-Perrin, Haiti. This summer they provided a music camp for the local students, they have been constructing a security
wall around the property, and he had an opportunity to have his family together.
Now that the school year will begin soon, his wife and children will head back to
Port-au-Prince so his children can attend school.
He has set a few projects as his next goals. They would like to add ceramic
tiles to the ﬂoor of the church, build a basin to save water in, build a fence at the entrance and finally to repair an existing building to serve as a rectory. Please continue
to keep Père Fred and his parish in your prayers. He sends his well wishes to St.
James’ parish.

These pictures are to show you the pro
gress that has been made at St Matthias
parish, Camp- Perrin.
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Parish Communications
Weekly E-news
Sign up for our weekly e-newsletter to stay up to
date about parish news, read sermons, learn about
diocesan events, find out what's going on in our
community, and more!

Church Directory

Click here to sign up or contact the office at (315)
853-5359.

St. James has an on-line password protected directory for active parish members.
Simply go to our website www.stjamesclinton.org
and click on the red Church Member Link square.
Alternatively you can get to the directory using
www.churchmemberlink.com/directcommunicator/
sjec The username is your first and last name separated by the underline character; for instance
Mary_Smith. If you are uncertain of your password,
there is a handy “Forgot your password” link.

The newsletter is sent out Friday
morning. The deadline to submit
content is Thursday
at noon. Please e-mail article submissions to the office at
office@stjamesclinton.org

If you are new and would like to be added to our
directory, or are uncertain about how to connect to
and use the directory, contact our church administrator, Caitlin Richer, or members of the Communication group, Kathy Collett and Patricia Jue.
For our up-to-date calendar visit
www.stjamesclinton.com/calendar.

Remembering our loved ones on All Saints’ Day
Around the time of All Saints’ Day we take time to remember our loved ones who are no longer with us. If
you would like the name of a loved one listed in our worship bulletin for the weekend of Nov. 2 / 3 please
complete this form and return it to the church office by Monday, October 28th.
Name of loved one (s): _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Date of passing (approximate): _______________________________________________________________
Your name (s): ________________________________________________________________________________
 If you would like their name (s) also listed in our November / December newsletter please check the box.
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Regular Services
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Come and hear his sloooow voice!

PUPPET SERMON
with EDDIE LIZARD
during our worship services on

Sat. Sept. 7 at 4:00 p.m.
and Sun. Sept 8 at 9:30 a.m.
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