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St. James’ is a community where we come together in Christ to develop spiritually;
find opportunities for outreach; receive comfort when in need; and engage in sacred

experiences through our liturgy, music, fellowship, and mutual ministry.”

St. James’ Episcopal Church
9 Williams Street • Clinton, New York 13323 • 315-853-5359

www.stjamesclinton.org • office@stjamesclinton.org

REgulaR SERviCES: 
Saturday, 4pm  •  Sunday, 9:30am, nursery provided, Sunday School 9:30am

Church office hours: Monday - Friday: 9am - Noon

Staff: 
Rector: Father Gary Cyr •  Minister of Music: Richard Lloyd •  Sexton: Mustafa “Mujo” Salkic 

Administrative Assistant: Tacie Languein •  Godly Play Program Director: TBD

Vestry:
vestry@stjamesclinton.org

Senior Warden: Karen Anderson •  Junior Warden: Pat Davis
Kathy Collett • Chris Fox • Randy Grant •  Sue Hecklau

  •  Deb Lucas • Terry Neil • John Crossley  •  Randy Wilson
Treasurer: Jan Wilson

Webmistress: Laura Stoll
Newsletter: Tacie Languein

Leadership Group Chairs:
Communications: Kathy Collett

Fellowship: Terry Neil
Finance: Mike Baldwin 

Investment: Craig Heuss 
Outreach: Pat Evans

Property Management: Sharon Williams
Worship: Kathy Collett

Youth: Rahel Elmer Reger
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Vestry Corner
At the September Vestry meeting we accepted the Internal 
Audit report that has been sent to
the Diocese. Special thanks to Craig Heuss and his 
committee for their hard work. The sound
system has been installed and will require a period of 

“settling”, but so far we are hearing great
reviews!! LOL!! We are still looking for a Godly Play 
teacher, if you have anyone in mind, please
speak with Father Gary or Karen. We have renewed our 
Prayer Circle. If you have discerned
that this is something God is calling you to do, please 
speak with Father Gary. We would also
like to gently remind everyone that summer is over, and 
we would appreciate your catching up
with your pledges. Also, and this is the BIG ONE - this 
will be the last mass mailing of the
monthly newsletter. If you would still like to receive the 
newsletter through paper mail, make
sure you contact Tacie and have your name added to the 
list. We will gladly send you a paper
copy if you let us know that is what you want. Just as 
important - please make sure that Tacie
has an updated email address, so we can electronically 
deliver future newsletters. - Karen Anderson

We would like to hire a Godly Play Instructor. This 
job is 10 hours per week and involves developing and 
leading the Godly Play program for our youth. Training 
is available. For a complete job description see Father 
Gary or Karen Anderson.  We currently need volunteers 
during Sunday worship who would be willing to read 
a story to our youngest members and supervise while 
they complete artwork.  We are looking for 1 or 2 adult 
volunteers to cover our nursery and Godly Play room 
during worship on Sunday mornings through the month 
of September.  No training needed. Sign up sheets are 
available in the back of the church and Parish Hall. 
Please consider helping out one week!

Go d l y  P l a y

Last Chance!!
In order to reduce mailing cost, we are moving to 
an electronic format for communication. Those who 
desire to receive the monthly newsletter in your mail, 
please verify, with the office, your current mailing 
address. To further assist our electronic distribution, 
please verify your email address with the office if it 
has recently changed. Thank you!

Fall cleaning! Calling all elves: hosta, shrubs, & leaves!!
 It would be wonderful to have some lovely elves to help 
with cleaning up our St. James’ property:  cutting hosta 
and hydrangeas and raking leaves. Please let me know 
weekdays or weekend time you can volunteer. We will 
work around your schedule! Thanks so much. 
For Property Management, Sharon Williams. 
Please email me directly at swilliam@hamilton.edu.

Pro p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t
D a y  Sc h o o l  N e ws

 St. James’ Day School would like to welcome Ms. Debbie 
Lindon as our new Lunch Bunch teacher.  Ms. Lindon 
brings with her over twenty years of valuable teaching 
experience and we are so pleased to have her working with 
us as we begin another exciting school year.  We have 
already completed many projects including water coloring 
pumpkins, marble painting leaves and creating our own 
self portraits.  We have also been taking every opportunity 
to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather while we 
can.  Our field trip to Savicki’s Farm Market was a lot of 
fun for everyone.  Students, teachers and parents went on 
a hayride, picked pumpkins and explored a hay maze.  
Our walking field trip to the Clinton Fire House is com-
ing up.  There we will learn about fire safety as well as how 
our local firefighters work to keep us safe and how they 
train to respond to emergencies in our area.  We are 
practicing fall themed songs in preparation for our 
Halloween Celebration at the end of the month.  On 
Tuesday, October 31st students will get to dress in cos-
tume, perform our songs for their families and enjoy a 
sweet treat together afterward.  - Elise Morford
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D i o ce s a n  N e ws
Pre-Convention Meeting Dates & Locations
Four pre-Convention Regional Meetings are scheduled for:
Monday, October 16th, 6:45–9:00 p.m., 
Trinity, Watertown
Wednesday, October 18th, 6:45–9:00 p.m., 
St. Peter’s, Cazenovia
Monday, October 23rd, 6:45–9:00 p.m., 
St. Peter & John, Auburn
Wednesday, October 25th, 6:45–9:00 p.m., 
St. Paul’s, Owego
The four meetings are identical, with a program including 
a presentation on the 2018 Proposed Budget, and updates 
and Q&A with Bishop DeDe. Come, connect with the 
Diocese, meet the Bishop!

Arms Wide Open and the Agile Church
The 149th Convention of the Diocese of Central New 
York is Friday and Saturday, November 10th and 11th, 
at the Holiday Inn Convention Center in Liverpool, 
New York. The theme is Arms Wide Open; this year’s 
color is green.  The featured speaker is the Rev. Dr. 
Dwight Zscheile, author of The Agile Church: Spirit-Led 
Innovation in an Uncertain Age. The Diocese encourages 
everyone to read this book, even if not attending conven-
tion. Several St. James groups have read it; ask around if 
you would like to borrow the book.  Also consider attend-
ing the Saturday morning worship, 9 am, and hearing 
Dwight’s address which follows. There is no fee for these 
two events, but registration is required. Visit cnyepiscopal.
org/our-diocese/diocesan-convention/ to register and for 
more information.
Our delegates are Terry Neil and Kathy Collett, with John 
Crossley and Karen Anderson as alternates.  We welcome 
others to join Fr. Gary and our delegates for the rest of 
convention.  Typically we commandeer a table, and bring 
(healthy) snacks to share.  Convention fees include meals, 
and opportunities for fellowship and re-connection with 
others within our diocese.

Fe l l o ws h i p

Wo r s h i p
Altar Hangings Change According to

Seasons of the Year
The Episcopal church celebrates liturgical seasons through 
out the year:  Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost, and Ordinary Time (Time after Pentecost). The 
altar hangings change to reflect this progression. In the 
early 2000’s, many Christian churches, including some 
Episcopal churches started celebrating the “Season of 
Creation”  which begins on the World Day of Prayer for 
Creation and ends with the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
(September 1 and October 4 for this year).  As we  at St. 
James celebrated the Season of Creation,  we used altar 
hangings made of raw silk with black and “ox-blood” red 
trim.  These were donated in memory of Dwight and Janie 
Lindley in 2008. We want to purchase a set of  blue hang-
ings, chasuble  and stole for Advent and a white chasuble 
and stole which will be used for the season of Christmas 
and Easter and for baptisms and funerals.  If interested 
in making a donation to purchase these items, contact Fr. 
Gary, Rector, or Patricia Jue (chair of altar guild).

Blessing of the Animals in the Village Green

Our next parish potluck will be held on Saturday, Oct. 28, 
5 PM.  If you missed any of our gatherings in September, 
you missed some wonderful opportunities for good 
conversations, food, great fellowship and stories!      
Please mark your calendars and come Oct. 28th!  
Sign-up sheets are posted but chairs are needed for set-up.          
To help, call Terry Neil, 315-368-4151.
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O u t re a c h  H a i t i have been able to do for them. We hope that by 
involving folks beyond our doors, we can con-
tinue to support this partnership program and 
can help change lives in Haiti. 
 For more information on Haiti, please 
speak with any of the 5 St. James’ travelers, read 
Karen’s sermon on the website and read the fliers 
about St. Paul’s school partner project.

- Karen Anderson

.

Five parishioners travelled to Haiti from Sept. 
1-6. Margaret and Blair Jones, Michael Baldwin, 
Randy Wilson and Karen Anderson had the 
privilege of visiting our partner school/ par-
ish St. Paul’s in Beaudin Jean Pierre, Haiti. We 
were greeted at the Port-au-Prince airport by 
Pére Fred and his family. We traveled south and 
west of the city to the town of Cherident where 
we stayed in the guesthouse. We worshiped on 
Sunday with over 200 parishioners, we toured St. 
Matthias (Pére Fred’s home parish), and we deliv-
ered 250 pounds of school supplies to St. Paul’s 
school. While at the school we met the principal 
and teaching staff, saw the building we purchased 
that is used as the school/church, and had a 
chance to see over 80 students on their first day 
of the school year. 
 St. Paul’s has over 150 students in grades 
K-7 this year. The school has no electricity, no 
running water, and latrines that are in disrepair. 
Some students walk over an hour each way to 
attend school. The teachers have been paid very 
little over the past few years, and they continue 
to teach the children because they know how 
important education is to improve the living sit-
uation in Haiti.  
 We have set a goal of increasing our sup-
port of the school by forming teams of people 
here in the states who will pledge to sponsor a 
class of students for the 2017-18 school year. 
What that entails is providing lunch for the stu-
dents and paying the teachers a very basic sum 
of $50 (U.S.) each month. If each of ten teams 
could raise $2,500.00 we will reach our goal. 

 If you would like to start a team, or join 
a team, please talk to Karen. There are fliers 
describing the school and our goals in the 
church. We hope team captains will invite fam-
ily and friends outside of St. James’ to join us 
in this endeavor. If we can raise all the funds 
through the teams, we can use our outreach 
budget and grant funding to tackle large scale 
projects like drilling a well and buying a solar 
panel and battery to provide electricity. 
 As a parish you have been very generous 
in the past, and the students and teachers of St. 
Paul’s school are very appreciative of all that we 
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Trip to the Corn Maze!!

Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe
 The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 South Park Row, Clinton offers 
a wide variety of unique handmade items from 37 dif-
ferent under-developed countries. Hours are 10am to 
6:30pm every Thursday at the church, 10am to 4pm every 
Thursday at the Farmer’s Market, with extended hours to 
6pm on third Thursdays, and 10am to 4pm on second 
Saturdays at the church.

Yo u t h  G ro u p

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer is the American 
Cancer Society’s major fundraiser to fight breast can-
cer, raising money to fund research, education, advocacy, 
and patient services. This year’s walk will be held on Oct. 
15th at the Masonic Care Community, 2150 Bleeker 
Street, Utica. Registration begins at 8:30am, followed 
by the walk at 10am. There is no minimum fundrais-
ing amount required to participate. To see nearly 4,000 
participants showing their support is truly moving. If 
you can’t attend, please consider supporting Judy Logan 
or mail a check to ACS, 100 Lomond Court, Utica, NY, 
13502. You can also donate online at www.cancer.org/
stridesonline. - Judy Logan

Stone Presbyterian Church’s Harvest Pie Sale will be 
held on Saturday, October 21st from 10am to 2pm at 8 
So. Park Row, Clinton.  All kinds of delicious homemade 
pies will be available for sale.  We will also be featuring our 

“drive-thru pies” and pie slices again this year.  All pro-
ceeds will go to support mission projects of the Women’s 
Association.  Come and help us celebrate the start of 
our beautiful autumn season!  Questions?  Contact Ceil 
Gilbert (853-8289) or Donna Goodfriend (853-8405).

O u t re a c h
Of course the most exciting event by St. James is the 
recent trip to Haiti by five parishioners. At a potluck in 
September, they gave an excellent presentation along with 
photos of their trip and visit to Beaudin Jean Pierre, home 
of St. Paul’s school which St. James has partnered with for 
several years. They took with them five suitcases of school 
supplies for the 100-150 students. (See Karen’s article)
In August we prepared and served two dinners for Hope 
House. Many members of St. James  also volunteer every 
month at the Country Pantry. 
In addition to a donation that outreach has already sent, 
we are currently taking up a collection from the congrega-
tion to be sent to Episcopal Relief Development for the 
victims of hurricanes Harvey and Irma.
We will be planning our Christmas Giving Tree in the 
next month. We welcome suggestions for the recipients of 
our (stars) gifts. - Pat Evans
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The leaves have started falling, as is evident by the pile 
that continually accumulates outside the rectory door. It 
is hard to fathom that Autumn is upon us with seemingly 
summer temperatures caressing our days. After a long, 
wet summer, these warmer than typical days are indeed 
very welcomed. Alas, as the leaves begin to change color, I 
know it is only a matter of time before the seasonal change 
settles upon us.  And that’s a good thing since it helps all 
of us remember that change is the constant of life.  Nature 
is not static, nor are we.

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few”(Mt. 
9.37).These words from Matthew’s Gospel offer a wonder-
ful biblical image that lends itself well to our commonlife 
of faith. We are all, through our baptism, laborers in the 
household of God where the harvest is the world around 
us.  As Autumn unfolds about us, we are given an oppor-
tunity to reflect on our common life and the grace of 
abundance we here at St. James experience.We have much 
to be grateful for.

We – you and I – have been called by God into shared 
ministry.This ministry encompasses many components, 
from hospitality and fellowship to social justice and prop-
erty management and many things in-between. Whether 
it is gathering for worship or a workshop, enjoying a fes-
tive pot luck dinner, visiting those who are home-bound, 
or lending a hand at the local food pantry, we at St. James 
are committed to ministry in a variety of ways. Regardless 
of what form our Christian witness takes, it requires an 
investment of resources, both time and financial. 

During September, the parish participated in the Season 
of Creation.  This is an effort on my part, as Rector, to 
broaden our understanding of stewardship to being more 
than a Fall fund-raising activity. Stewardship encompasses 
the whole of our Christian life. It is our means of par-
ticipating in God’s mission of reconciliation and justice 
through the sharing from the abundance of the blessings 
we are graced with. Regardless of our circumstances, God 
has blessed each of us with skill and reason by which we 
live and move and have our being. This is the abundance 
of which I speak and that the Season of Creation reminds 
us. We are stewards of all that God has entrusted us with. 
As such, our Christian witness encompasses caring and 
nurturing all that surrounds us, and is essential to our 
shared ministry together.

R e cto r ’s  C o r n e r
During the months of October and November, we will be 
hearing more about ministry support as members of the 
Stewardship working-group share how our current 
ministry at St. James aligns with the Five Marks of 
Mission, which are all based on our baptismal promises.
This is a time for prayerful reflection on how each of us 
contributes to our mutual ministry and ways we can serve 
Christ through the church. Making a financial as well as 
personal commitment to support the ministry of St. James 
enables the Vestry to plan accordingly for the coming 
year. We are, after all, the Episcopal branch of the Jesus 
Movement here in Clinton, and our ministry requires a 
sharing of our many blessings.

I invite you during the coming weeks, to listen with an 
open heart to our story of shared ministry and Christian 
witness. As we settle into Autumn, let us all take stock of 
the abundance of grace God has bestowed upon us; the 
many blessings which surround us.  We are all stewards of 
God’s good creation, and all laborers in the fertile fields of 
God’s abundance. The harvest is ready and we are prepar-
ing for a new season in the life of our parish through our 
shared ministry. Let your hearts be open to sharing of your 
resources for the support of our common ministry, and let 
us praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Shalom,
Fr. Gary+



October 2017
(Subject to change on a weekly basis)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
9:30am Worship Service
1:00pm Blessing of the 
Animals (Village Green)

2
2:00pm Zumba Chair
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

3
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

4
11:30am Lectionary Study

5
7:30am Men's Group
6:00pm PM Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

6 7
4:00pm Worship Service

8
9:30am Worship Service

9
2:00pm Zumba Chair
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

10
6:30pm Tapestry
6:30pm Transition Committee 
Meeting
8:00pm AA Meeting

11
11:30am Lectionary Study

12
7:30am Men's Group
6:00pm PM Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

13 14
4:00pm Worship Service

15
9:30am Worship Service
11:00am Outreach Meeting

16
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

17
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

18
11:30am Lectionary Study
7pm Vestry Meeting

19
7:30am Men's Group
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

20 12
4:00pm Worship Service

22
9:30am  Worship Service

23
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group
7pm Women's Spirituality

24
6:30pm Transition Committee 
Meeting
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

25
11:30am Lectionary Study
6pm Mohawk Valley Dog
Training Club
7:00pm Kirkland Democrats

26
7:30am Men's Group
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

27 28
4:00pm Worship Service
5pm Potluck

28
9:30am Worship Service

29
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

30
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

31
11:30am Lectionary Study

1
7:30am Men's Group
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

2 3
4:00pm Worship Service

 

October Server Schedule

Date Lectors Eucharistic Ministers Ushers/Greeters

Sat. Oct 7 Ted Johnson Patricia Jue Bruce & Sondra Coe

Sun. Oct 8 Kate Marquardt Gail Prentice Randy Wilson

Sat. Oct 14 Chris Fox Patty Fox Chris & Patty Fox

Sun. Oct 15 JoElyn Wakefield-Wrright Randy Wilson Don Neil & Pat Davis

Sat. Oct 21 Karen Anderson Karen Anderson Wendy Seifried

Sun. Sept. 22 Pat Evans Brian Collett John & Cynthia Crossley

Sat. Sept. 28 Kathy Heuss Matt Weber Craig & Kathy Heuss

Sun. Oct 28 Jackie Medina Barbara Swetman Chris Evans & Randy Wilson

October 2017


