
Non Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

P  A  I  D
Clinton, NY

Permit No. 24

St. James’ Episcopal Church
9 Williams Street

Clinton, NY 13323

Deliver to Addressee or Current Occupant

December 2017
Newsletter



St.  James’  Episcopal  Church

N EW S L E T T E R
December 2017

St. James’ is a community where we come together in Christ to develop spiritually;
find opportunities for outreach; receive comfort when in need; and engage in sacred

experiences through our liturgy, music, fellowship, and mutual ministry.”

St. James’ Episcopal Church
9 Williams Street • Clinton, New York 13323 • 315-853-5359

www.stjamesclinton.org • office@stjamesclinton.org

REgulaR SERviCES: 
Saturday, 4pm  •  Sunday, 9:30am, nursery provided, Sunday School 9:30am

Church office hours: Monday - Friday: 9am - Noon

Staff: 
Rector: Father Gary Cyr •  Minister of Music: Richard Lloyd •  Sexton: Mustafa “Mujo” Salkic 

Administrative Assistant: Tacie Languein •  Godly Play Program Director: TBD

Vestry:
vestry@stjamesclinton.org

Senior Warden: Karen Anderson •  Junior Warden: Pat Davis
Kathy Collett • Chris Fox • Randy Grant •  Sue Hecklau

  •  Deb Lucas • Terry Neil • John Crossley  •  Randy Wilson
Treasurer: Jan Wilson

Webmistress: Laura Stoll
Newsletter: Tacie Languein

Leadership Group Chairs:
Communications: Kathy Collett

Fellowship: Terry Neil
Finance: Mike Baldwin 

Investment: Craig Heuss 
Outreach: Pat Evans

Property Management: Sharon Williams
Worship: Kathy Collett

Youth: Rahel Elmer Reger
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Vestry Corner
The big news from the Vestry this month concerns 
the Diocesan Learning Communities Initiative. The 
Vestry wholeheartedly supports our parish participation 
by forming a Guiding Team of 4-6 people who will 
participate in 3 training dates in 2018 (Feb 24, June 2, 
Sept 29). These sessions will train the team on how to 
engage others at St. James’ in activities and learning over 
the course of the 9 months of the program. The initiative 
will be led by The Rev. Dwight Zscheile and diocesan 
leadership. The team will pray, learn and walk together 
with other congregations in our diocese to discern where 
God is calling us as a congregation. According to the 
diocese this will benefit our congregation by deepening 
our spirituality, building connections with other 
congregations, engage and inspire our membership and 
affirm our faith that God has a vital role for us to play. 
More information can be found at https:// cnyepiscopal.
org/learning-communities/ or by speaking with Terry Neil, 
Cathy Collett, Patricia Jue, or Karen Anderson.  If you are 
interested in committing to the guiding team, please speak 
with Karen. ~ Karen Anderson

R e cto r ’s  C o r n e r
 During the week of Thanksgiving, I began notic-
ing a substantial volume increase in my email inbox.  
Where once I had a dozen or so emails each morning, 
I was now seeing three or more times as many.  As I 
perused some of them, I never realized how empty my 
life is without the gadgets and gizmos these emails were 
hawking. At least that’s what the advertisers want me to 
believe. Needless to say, my email trash folder is now 
overflowing with unread solicitations and advertisements. 
For many, this is the warning sign that the Holidays are 
upon us.
 It’s so easy to get caught up in the frenzy of 
shopping for just the right gift, writing Christmas cards, 
office parties, children’s school plays, musical concerts, 
and so on and so on. This scheduling nightmare means 
December has become a highly anxious time of busyness 
for many people. Fortunately, the Church has a much 
different approach.
 Contrary to the advertisers and activities         
coordinators, Christmas doesn’t begin until December 25. 
After all, it’s the twelve days of Christmas, not the twelve 
weeks before Christmas (if you’re wondering, the holiday 
season would start around the second week of October). 
For Christians, however, the weeks leading up to 
Christmas is the season of Advent. Rather than the hectic 
mayhem unfolding around us as folk scurry about multi-
tasking in an effort to be ready for Christmas, Advent 
invites us to slow down and calmly reflect on preparing 
ourselves to receive the Light of Christ.
 This counter-cultural approach is an opportu-
nity to step outside the whirlwind of activities and listen 
intently for the gentle voice of the Spirit. Advent allows 
each of us to reflect upon our relationship with God.  For 
some, taking a few moments each day to pause silently 
and meditate is a spiritual practice of gargantuan propor-
tion. For others, the task is too simple. Whatever form 
one’s spiritual practice takes, it’s the intentionality of it 
that matters. 
 We plan and schedule so many activities during 
this time before Christmas that it seems too much of a 
task to set aside a portion of our day to pray, or read 
scripture or other spiritual material, or to simply sit 
quietly for fourteen minutes. Yet that is what is most 
important. God set aside divinity to enter humanity’s 
story, and we are asked in turn to set aside the busyness 
of our lives to make room for and enter into the sacred. 
Just as I need to empty my inbox of commercial clutter, I 
need to empty my personal life of unnecessary clutter too.      

So much vies for our attention during this Holiday season, 
it is a gift to ourselves to set aside time for personal 
reflection and spiritual renewal.
 Christmas is when the Breath of Heaven kissed 
the earth and Love came to dwell among us. Advent is our 
time to prepare ourselves to receive this blessing, to make 
ready our souls to carry this gift into the world.  Love 
dwells among and within us.  We have only to open our 
hearts. Give yourself the gift of time and open yourself to 
receiving the gift of Love.

May you have a peaceful Advent and a blessed Christmas.

Fr. Gary+
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Wo r s h i p

AdventWord: 
Pray With Christians Around the World
Looking for inspiration in Advent? Consider 
#AdventWord, a worldwide Advent practice and the 
world’s first crowd-sourced global Advent Calendar. Each 
day of Advent you will receive an e-mail with a beautiful 
image, short meditation, and a word on which to focus 
your prays for that day. If so moved, take a digital picture 
during the day that connects to that word, and post online 
to add it to the “Global Advent Calendar.”   #AdventWord 
was established by the Society of Saint the Evangelist 
(SSJE)  in partnership with the Office of the Anglican 
Communion. Learn more, and sign up visit http://advent-
word.org/about/  and http://adventword.org/sign-up/ 

Advent Read:
St. James reads Advent with Evelyn Underhill, edited by 
Christopher Webber. Join other parish members in these 
daily readings for Advent and Christmas.  We meet at cof-
fee hour each Sunday to discuss our weekly journey with 
these mediation.  Also visit the St. James’ facebook page 
for posts inspired by the passages.

Go d l y  P l a y
We would like to hire a Godly Play Instructor. This 
job is 10 hours per week and involves developing and 
leading the Godly Play program for our youth. Training is 
available. For a complete job description see Father Gary 
or Karen Anderson.  We currently need volunteers during 
Sunday worship who would be willing to read a story to 
our youngest members and supervise while they complete 
artwork.  We are looking for 1 or 2 adult volunteers to 
cover our nursery and Godly Play room during worship 
on Sunday mornings through the month of November.  
No training needed. Sign up sheets are available in the 
back of the church and Parish Hall. Please consider 
helping out one week!

With the Vestry's blessings we would like to form a 
Guiding Team to participate in the Diocesan Learning 
Communities Initiative. This team will consist of 4 to 
6 members who will engage in three trainings (Feb.24, 
June 2, and Sept. 29) and discern where God is calling St. 
James' Church. This is a peer led group. Father Gary will 
be assisting and supporting us, but the lay people lead the 
discerning. This team will have conversations within the 
parish and in the broader community to see where God 
is leading us and how we can reconnect with our chang-
ing neighborhood. For more information follow this link: 
cnyepiscopal.org/learning-communities  or speak with 
Kathy Collett, Patricia Jue, Terry Neil or Karen Anderson. 

G u i d i n g  Te a m

D a y  Sc h o o l  N e ws
The Day School will begin the month of December by 
exploring the alphabet.  We will be working on begin-
ning handwriting skills and students will begin learning to 
write their own names.  As we move closer to Christmas, 
our theme will center on the celebration of various holi-
days around the world.  Our craft projects will include 
making evergreen trees and wreaths, holiday cards and 
gifts, gingerbread men, candy canes and of course Santa 
and Rudolph.  Before the holiday break we will have our 
Christmas celebration during which the children will 
sing holiday songs from around the world for family and 
friends.
The Day School would like to wish everyone a joyful 
Christmas season and a new year filled with health and 
happiness. - Elise Morford

Many thanks to folks for important behind-the-scenes 
work: • Mark Linderman and Brian Collett, with the 
help of Sharon Williams and Mike Baldwin, replaced all 
of the many light fixtures in the Parish Hall and installed 
energy-efficient LED bulbs. Notice how much brighter 
the hall now is! • Libby Beardsell and Mary Lou Iles did 
the redecorating of the All-Saints Room, and Greg Neil 
helped with hanging everything. It looks lovely!

• Skip Beardsell stained the new doors for the foyer coat 
closet.  ~ Sharon Williams

Pro p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t
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“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my 
name  welcomes me; and whoever welcomes

me does not welcome me but the one who sent me”                                
Mark 9:37

Outreach Haiti
We are very excited to report that we have 7 of our 10 
teams formed and raising funds for St. Paul’s school in 
Beaudin Jean Pierre. You may recall that each team is 
trying to raise $2500 for this year in order to support 1 
grade level of students. It is not too late to either form a 
team, or join a team. This money with supply food so that 
each student receives lunch each school day and the 
teachers will be paid a very modest $50 per month for 
their work. If you missed the presentation on St. Paul’s 
there are fliers in the parish hall and back of the church 
that give you some important information, or feel free 
to speak with Karen. Special thanks to all of our team 
captains: Pat Evans, Blair Jones, Mike Baldwin, Ken Isles, 
Karen Anderson, Cathy Collett, and very exciting news 
- St. Paul’s in Owego is partnering with us and form-
ing a team. They saw our presentation at the Diocesan 
Convention and wanted to help by forming a team.  
 You can help St. Paul’s in several different ways: 
pray for them, captain a team of community members 
to raise $2500, make a donation, and with the holidays 
coming - Singing Rooster coffee makes a great hostess gift. 
Each 1 pound bag costs $10. There are 3 varieties 
available, French Roast, Vienna (med roast) and decaf. 
See Karen if you would like to purchase a bag or more. 
The coffee is available year round and is a great way to 
support fair trade and benefit our partner parish. 100% of 
your purchase price is donated to Haiti, so please 
consider making Singing Rooster coffee a regular part of 
your shopping list.- Karen Anderson

O u t re a c h
 As you can see, our annual Giving Tree is up in the 
sanctuary. We hope everyone will select a star (or two) 
for a gift to benefit three local organizations. The Thea 
Bowman House has requested canned hams (or another 
canned meat, e.g. chicken); Hope House would like warm 
socks and gloves for their guests; and the Country Pantry 
requests towels, wash cloths and blankets. Please return 
the unwrapped gifts to church by Dec. 17.
The outreach committee will hold our last meeting of the 
year after services on Dec. 10. All are welcome to attend.   
- Pat Evans 
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St. James is helping the Clinton Central School collect
plastic bags and thin plastic film items. Place clean, 
dry items in the box in the parish hall lobby through 
December 17.  Acceptable Items (must be CLEAN and 
DRY) include:
Grocery bags
Bread bags
Case overwrap
Dry cleaning bags
Newspaper sleeves
Ice bags
Wood pellet bags
Ziploc & other reclosable bags
Produce bags
Bubble wrap
Salt bags
Cereal bags

The production of thin film plastic requires considerable                 
use of energy and non-renewable materials.                
(Want to know more? Ask Patricia Jue, polymer chemist!) 
The difficulty in recycling means most end up in landfills.  
Help us live out one of the Marks of Mission: To strive to 
safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth  Switching to re-usable bags for  shop-
ping saves resources and energy.  We offer a free re-usable 
shopping bag to each family unit, or individual, who con-
tributes time, talent and treasure to St. James.

Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe
 The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 South Park Row, Clinton offers 
a wide variety of unique handmade items from 37 dif-
ferent under-developed countries. Hours are 10am to 
6:30pm every Thursday at the church, 10am to 4pm every 
Thursday at the Farmer’s Market, with extended hours to 
6pm on third Thursdays, and 10am to 4pm on second 
Saturdays at the church.

H o l i d a y  G i v i n g

Community Bloodmobile 
Saturday, December 2, 2017  

8am - 1pm
Shillings Burns Young VFW

48 Franklin Ave. Clinton, NY
Register online: www.redcrossblood.org 

Sponsor code: ClintonVFW
1-800-RED CROSS

to schedule your appointment.
Walk-ins appreciated and needed to meet goal.   

Greeting Cards for the Kirkland
 Senior Center

The senior citizens at the Kirkland Senior Center thank us for the 
first delivery of greeting cards. Keep bringing cards to the collec-

tion box in the foyer. Needed: birthday, anniversary, and sympathy 
cards. Blank cards and Christmas cards are not needed at this 

time. Thank you!

Join us for Christmas Eve 
Services
Sun., Dec. 24,  4:00 p.m. -Family 
Service
Sun., Dec. 24  9:30 p.m. - Late 
Service with Choir
Celebrate Advent IV at the 
Sat. Dec. 23 4 pm service
 
Mon., Dec. 25 9:30 a.m. - Christmas Day service
Sat., Dec. 30 4:00 p.m. - Evening Prayer
Sun., Dec. 31 9:30 a.m. - Lessons and Carols

C h r i s t m a s  Se r v i ce s
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At St James, we are thinking about how well we model the five marks of mission. They have been used by parishes and 
dioceses around the world as a practical “checklist” for understanding mission and ministry:
They have been used by parishes and dioceses around the world as a practical “checklist” for understanding mission and 
ministry: They are:
To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
To teach, baptize and nurture new believers
To respond to human need by loving service
To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconcilia-
tion.To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth
Luke Diteswig,  Episcopal monk of the Society of Saint John the Evangelist, suggests “that  these five marks may be sum-
marized as TELL, TEACH, TEND, TRANSFORM and TREASURE:  
Tell: We’ve received good news. Repentance is a gracious invitation to change and grow. In response to such love, how 
can we keep from singing?  
Teach: Always children of God, we keep learning how to live resurrection.We strive for selfless serving rather than scram-
bling for security, for forgiving rather than retaliating, and honoring rather than hating.  
Tend: Flowing from our relationship with Jesus, we serve others with loving kindness in many ordinary ways. We listen 
deeply to each person, respecting Christ already present and at work. We stand in loving solidarity with generous inter-
cession and prayerful action.  
Transform: Everything is being renewed and restored. Paying attention to something local allows us to participate in a 
small part of God’s great work of transformation. 
Treasure: All of creation is a gift to be cherished. We are in an ecological crisis. Let’s do something together, even with a 
small patch of earth at our doorstep. 
He states “.. What we treasure is telling. How we tend it teaches others and transforms us. The five Marks of Mission all 
go together, communicating our common connection to Christ, for we are marked as God’s daughters and sons, beloved 
brothers and sisters. How do you tend what you treasure?” That is a great question. Do you treasure your family, and 
your friends? Do you treasure the people around you, yes, all of them-even (or especially) the least of them?  Do you 
treasure this community of St. James? Do you treasure the air we breath, the ground that supports us and the water we 
drink?  All of these are gifts from God. We are stewards.
How are you supporting and nurturing these gifts?  References: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/five-marks-mis-
sion and https://www.ssje.org/2016/08/23/tell-teach-tend-transform-treasure/

Fi ve  M a r k s  o f  M i s s i o n

Fellowship Dates to Remember
Our AnnualPageant will be held Sunday, Dec. 17th during 9:30 AM worship.  Sandra Love is chairing the story.  
Please contact her if there is anything you can do to help!
The pageant will be followed by a Reception in the Parish Hall.  LaDonna Elliot and Terry Neil are in charge of the set 
up and beverages.  If you can bring veggies, fruit, cheese and crackers, cookies, etc, that would be a big help!
The Greening of the Sanctuary will also be done that day towards the end of the reception. We do not have a chairper-
son.  If you can help, it would be greatly appreciated.  Many hands make light and quick work!  
St. James' Epiphany Party is Sat., Jan. 6th. Libby Beardsell is in charge of this annual event. Contact her to help!
Bishop De De will Visit Us on Sun., January 7th for confirmation during our regular worship service.  We will have 
an extended coffee hour.  Pat Davis will chair this event.  Please talk to Pat if you can help.
Our Annual Meeting will be held Sun., January 21st, after the 9:30 AM service.  This will also be an extended cof-
fee hour plus strata receipes will be posted if you would like to bake one for the brunch.  Sue Hecklau is chairing the 
brunch.  Contact Sue for more info. and to help.



December 2017
(Subject to change on a weekly basis)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26
9:30am Worship Service

27
2:30pm Zumba Chair
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

28
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

29
11:30am Lectionary Study

30
7:30am Men's Group
6:00pm Women of Grace
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

1 2
4:00pm Worship Service
5:00pm Wine & Cheese 
Fellowship

3
9:30am Worship Service

4
2:30pm Zumba Chair
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

5
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

6
11:30am Lectionary Study

7
7:30am Men's Group
6:00pm Women of Grace
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

8 9
4:00pm Worship Service

10
9:30am Worship Service
11:00am Outreach Meeting

11
2:30pm Zumba Chair
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

12
6:30pm Tapestry
8:00pm AA Meeting

13
11:30am Lectionary Study

14
7:30am Men's Group
6:00pm Women of Grace
6:30pm PM Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

15
6:00pm Tapestry Concert

16
4:00pm Worship Service

17
9:30am  Worship Service

18
2:30pm Zumba Chair
5:00pm Zumba Gold
6:15 R. Murray Painting 
Group

19
8:00pm AA Meeting

20
11:30am Lectionary Study
7pm Vestry Meeting

21
7:30am Men's Group
10am Fiber Arts Guild
6:00pm Women of Grace
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

22 23
4:00pm Advent IV

24 Christmas Eve
4:00pm Family Service
9:30pm Choral Service

31New Year’s Eve
9:30am Lessons & Carols
Service

25 Christmas
9:30am Holy Eucharist

26
8:00pm AA Meeting

27
11:30am Lectionary Study

28
7:30am Men's Group
6:00pm Women of Grace
7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice

29 30
4:00pm Worship Service

 

December Server Schedule
Date Lectors Eucharistic Ministers Ushers/Greeters

Sat. Dec. 2 Matt Weber Patricia Jue Matt Weber

Sun. Dec.. 3 Sharon Williams Mary Lou Iles Karen Anderson & Wendy Seifried

Sat. Dec.. 9 Joan Compson Dick Compson Bruce & Sondra Coe

Sun. Dec.. 10 Jackie Medina Mike Baldwin Don Neil & Pat Davis

Sat. Dec.. 16 Kathy Heuss Karen Anderson Craig & Kathy Heuss

Sun. Dec...17 Blair Jones Bill Kistner Ben Fehlner & Laura Stoll

Sat. Dec.. 23 Rahel Elmer Reger Rahel Elmer Reger John & Cynthia Crossley

Sat. Dec... 24 4pm Patty Fox Chris Fox John & Cynthia Crossley

Sat. Dec.. 24 9:30pm Karen Anderson Randy Wilson & Barbara Swetman Don Neil & Karen Anderson

Mon. Dec. 25 Kathy Collett Kathy Collett TBD

Sat. Dec. 30 Karen Anderson TBD TBD

Sun. Dec. 31 Karen Anderson B. Swetman, B. Collett, G. Prentice, 
R. Wilson, K. Collett

Wendy Seifried & Pat Davis


