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Lent gives us the opportunity …to turn around from behavior that alienates and 

distorts life and to embrace a path that brings new life through Jesus Christ. 

 

In 2015, I moved to Calgary, Alberta (Canada) for employment, which required something I 

had been able to do without for the previous three years that I lived in Toronto, Ontario: an 

automobile.  It may seem incredible to most drivers in our car-dependent culture in the U.S., but it 

was, for me, an enjoyable time living without the concern and repair of an auto. But the Dioceses of 

Calgary required its clergy to have a car.  Now being a bit directionally challenged, I decided when I 

set about leasing a car, that it would have built-in navigation. It proved to be a good decision as I 

relied upon the device to get be around the city.  Fast-forward three years, and now that I am living 

in Central New York, and I once again need transportation, though this time the auto doesn’t have 

built-in navigation. Instead, I now rely on my smart-phone Google maps app to navigate within the 

community (which on most days works well – I just won’t talk about the time it took me on a nine-

mile drive to reach the Quaker Meeting house here in Clinton when the drive ought to have been 

three miles). Many of us now depend on such devices in our effort to get from here to there, 

wherever there may be.  We have learned, for the most part, to trust these navigation tools. 

After reading today’s gospel lesson, I was left asking myself if I trust Jesus to guide me as 

much as I do my GPS, particularly as I begin my Lenten journey? Do I trust that Jesus will lead me 

into a right relationship with God and my neighbor?  After all, his disciples seemed, for the most 

part, to trust him. Of course there were grumblings along the way and lots of doubts, but they 

persevered in their discipleship. Do I have that kind of trust in Jesus to persevere in the face of life’s 

trials and challenges? Do I have that kind of trust knowing that to follow Jesus will pit me against a 

culture that enshrines reward for competitive behavior in a winner-take-all consumerist capitalist 

society? As I read the current headlines, I wonder what toll it will take to trust Jesus and speak up 

against the erosion of the public safety net that is occurring to the glee of wall-street barons and the 

greed of the military-industrial complex and international pharmaceutical conglomerates? Can I put 

a check on power and privilege as Jesus is in today’s reading? 

Practice your piety with humility; give alms without seeking notoriety; present yourself as 

neither fashionable or shabbily – in other words don’t be narcissistic and draw unnecessary 



attention to yourself. Be true to who God created you to be. Don’t seek your legacy in financial 

rewards; rather, seek it in the sharing of your wealth with those less fortunate. Power and privilege 

left uncheck will corrupt the soul, and Jesus warns us, just as a GPS does, that the turn you are about 

to make is a wrong one. Jesus says “follow me.” The question is, do we trust Jesus enough to follow? 

If the GPS can have us turn around, so can Jesus. Repent and follow me. Turn around and 

follow me. That is what our Lenten journey is all about, and it begins today with a not so subtle 

reminder of our mortality.  

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Each of us is mortal and nothing will change that. Not wealth, not privilege, no power on 

earth can change the reality of our mortality. But we can make this life matter. We can change 

unjust systems of oppression, we can be a voice for the voiceless, we can stand up to the corruption 

of power that marginalizes so many, we can say no to war and violence, no to environmental 

degradation, no to the exploitation of minorities. We can say a righteous no to injustice if we have 

the courage to follow Jesus, to trust that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  

Thus, we begin our Lenten journey in humility by accepting our mortality. Lent gives us the 

opportunity to repent, to turn around from behavior that alienates and distorts life and to embrace 

a path that brings new life through Jesus Christ. All it will take is the courage to trust Jesus and 

follow him. Simple, and yet, not so simple. May we have the conviction of our heart in the 

knowledge and truth that to follow Jesus leads to the fullness of life. May you have a holy and spirit-

filled Lent. 

 

 


