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Mounting up with eagles wings 

Isaiah 40:21-31, 

Psalm 147:1-12, 21c,  

1 Corinthians 9:16-23,  

Mark 1:29-39 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13  

 

 

I have been a fan of today’s Isiah reading ever since I saw the Oscar winning movie “Chariots of 

Fire” in 1981. If you are not familiar with the film it is based on the lives of several British athletes who 

compete in the 1924 Paris Olympics.   

The reason this Isiah passage brings to mind this motion picture is because during one very 

poignant scene of the movie, one of the key characters, Eric Liddell is standing at the lectern in the Paris 

Church of Scotland reading the 40th chapter of Isaiah.  With award winning cinematography and 

dramatic background music this portion of the film cuts back and forth between the church scene and 

the Olympic races being run the same day. All the while, Liddell’s Scottish brogue voice-over reads select 

verses of Isaiah.   

It is very dramatic and I found it to be one of the most profound scenes in the movie. I guess 

even then, there was a homilist listening for inspiration.  

This chapter of Isaiah was originally addressed to those exiled in Babylonia. However, like so 

many verses in the Bible it is timeless. For me its inspiration comes from the final lines -   

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,  

they shall mount up with wings like eagles,  

they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint.1  

 



Its powerful imagery brings to mind two different likenesses for me, yet both profoundly affect my 

thinking. Eagles often signify power and courage. The majesty of watching a bald eagle soaring overhead 

awes me and lifts my spirits. 

The second image involves the contrast between perseverance and defeat. As an athlete and 

coach, I often speak of life using sports metaphors, but this passage is relevant even for those who have 

no interests what-so-ever in athletic endeavors.   

We all face battles that cause us to experience exhaustion and powerlessness. The idea that we 

might walk through our struggles and not grow weary is enticing.  

Along with some other’s from St. James, I just spent Friday evening and most of (today) Saturday 

at St. Margaret’s House attending something called Trinity Institute. Trinity Institute is sponsored by 

Trinity Church Wall Street, an Episcopal Church in Manhattan.  

This year the theme of the annual Institute was “Values in Action.” In promoting the conference, 

their web-site said:  “We all want to create a better world - and that requires action and connection. 

Discerning shared values is crucial to forming powerful partnerships and moving forward with 

courageous intention.”2 

Over the course of the weekend we treated to a sermon by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, as 

well as lectures and “Q and A” from other theologians, activists, storytellers and authors on how our 

common values can create real and lasting change in the world. The speakers were intelligent, 

passionate and up-lifting and the discussions among the local participants were enlightening. Our topics 

included discrimination, racial justice, immigration, sexuality, and inter-faith ministries. I think all would 

agree that it was a moving experience to participate in. And the timing was perfect, as this parish is 

about to embark on the Learning Communities Initiative.  

On February 24 six members of St. James’ will join with 31 other congregations in this Diocese 

and discern our unique answers to this question: “When you consider the gifts you have been given and 

the needs of our world, what future do you imagine God is bringing forth in our midst?”   

This is not a wimpy question! And it is not a question that will be answered by the 6 members 

attending the training alone. We will be coming to you and asking you to help us discern what God is 

calling St. James’ to. How does God want to use this parish, in this community, at this time? We will be 

listening to each of you and to our neighbors. As we do so, we will form an intention for our future. 

This initiative is not designed to be a magic solution. Like with all things in life, there may be 

mistakes and missteps, but together, with God’s help we will overcome. any challenges we face. This is 

good work we are embarking on. It is important work for our parish, and our Episcopal church, and our 

world.  

Earlier I stated that Isaiah’s words produce vivid imagery for me. Which might beg the question 

what does it look like to mount up with wings of eagles?   



This is not a sci-fi transformation of someone morphing before our eyes into something half 

human and half beast. 

Rather, I believe the conversion occurs slowly. It is relational, and persistent and filled with 

grace. This is not a victory of crossing the finish line first, this triumph involves: embracing the outsider 

for who she is, without trying to make her conform; deeply listening to our opponent and finding 

common ground; taking the hand of our lonely neighbor and gently holding on; learning to ask “Kijan ou 

rele?” - in Creole so we can demonstrate to a Haitian child that his name matters; standing in unity with 

the last and the least as they face bullying and tyranny. 

As a middle class white American I have lived a life of privilege. I have benefitted from social 

structures that I did not personally create, but whose existence has contributed to my prosperity.   

As my awareness and comprehension of this truth increases I lament not only the wrongs I have 

done, but also those done in my name. Acknowledging that sorrow drives me to work toward treating all 

with love, dignity and respect. It compels me to work to overcome the evils of bigotry and prejudice.   

My personal prayer is that God will strengthen me to hear with compassion the cries of my 

fellow travelers in this life and will fuel my desire to change the systems that have denied equality to so 

many.   

Mounting up with eagles wings will look different for each one of us, but hand in hand we can, in 

the words of Bishop Curry “… Go into the world and help to be agents and instruments of God’s 

reconciliation… Go into the world and let the world know that there is a God who loves us, … and … that 

love can set us all free.”3 Amen 

                                                           
1
  RCL Isaiah 40:30-31. 
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 Trinity Institute. https://www.trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-institute/2018/home 
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 The Most Rev. Michael Curry, you tube video published Sep 16, 2016 


