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We have only to look to the rainbow as a reminder that God  

and God alone brings order out of chaos 

 

 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me.”   

Psalm 51.11 

 

These words from Psalm 51 (which happens to be one of my favorites) is vitally important 

to me this weekend as I deal with intense anger. Anger towards a society that seems impervious to 

the atrocities that occur almost on a daily basis in our culture. You see, late Wednesday evening 

after mass, I went online to check the news and I was confronted with a horrific and 

incomprehensible tragedy that had occurred during the afternoon. As I read the headlines and 

listened to a video someone who was in the midst of this tragedy as it unfolded had recorded on 

their cell phone, I was sickened and became nauseous. Fortunately, I had the good sense to not turn 

to cable news and was thus spared listening to talking heads and pundits explain the obvious and 

issue platitudes that seem to have become empty clichés. Once again, a tragedy has been laid bare 

upon the tapestry of our humanity, and I was deeply grieved and angered. It was particularly 

difficult to read about this tragedy in the wake of my having just spoken in my Ash Wednesday 

homily about our societal need to say “no” to war and violence. That evening’s headline made me 

confront the very thing I abhor.  People, like myself, are asking, “Where is the Good News in the 

midst of such senseless carnage? Where is God’s message of hope? “What do I say in light of 

eighteen lives being forever changed, seventeen of them silenced by death? What about those, I ask 

myself, who witnessed the events? What about their lives as they try to go forward knowing that 

such inhumanity exists and continues unabated? Needless to say, I didn’t sleep very well that night, 

nor have I since then. That is until I encountered the power of prayer and God’s holy word. 

“God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 

that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth.’” 
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 After the great flood that covered the earth, God establishes a covenant with humanity and 

all living creatures. It is a familiar story depicted in every Sunday school curriculum or youth 

formation program as a rainbow. A sign of hope and promise. But it is so much more. So please 

forgive me as I enter into teacher mode and extrapolate the essential truth of this passage from 

Genesis. 

 In antiquity, especially at the time of this story’s writing, various cultures had a flood 

narrative where water is seen and understood as the ultimate symbol of chaos, and the flood itself 

represents a return to that primordial chaos prior to order. Water represents unpredictable power. 

It supports life as well as destroys it. It is seemingly untamable. The flood narrative that Noah is 

centered in harkens to the opening creation stories of Genesis, when God’s spirit hovered over the 

waters of chaos.  God spoke and separated the waters from the waters, some above the dome and 

some beneath the dome.  Those above the dome are called sky and those beneath we know as ocean 

from which the land emerges. The familiar creation narrative where God brings order out of chaos. 

And the symbol of this ordering is the bow. 

Those early cultures that surround the Jewish people, depicted this ordering through the 

image of a warrior who defeats chaos with a bow and arrow, thus hanging the bow in the sky as a 

sign that the primordial war is over. The Hebrew writers interpreted this story through the lens of a 

single God who vanquishes chaos and brings order to the world and thus places a bow in the sky to 

signal God’s triumph over the powers of darkness. It is an act of covenant establishment between 

humanity and all the earth. A covenant unlike others in the bible because God asks nothing of 

humanity.  The nature of this covenant here established by God is one-sided; it is permanent and 

everlasting and demonstrates divine compassion. The story of Noah is one of deliverance and 

relationship with God where the rainbow is the eternal sign of this compassionate covenant. 

It’s God’s Kin-dom which emerges out of this established order, and that gives me hope. It 

gives me hope knowing that God brings order out of disruption. It’s only when we walk apart from 

God that disorder and chaos ensues. When our pride and vanity, when the idolatry of our self-

importance displaces God from being central to our lives, things unfold in ways the dishonor and 

disfigure life. Now placing this story at the start of our Lenten journey helps to remind us of God’s 

eternal promise to liberate us from sin and death, from chaos itself. That gives me hope. 

In the midst of our Good Friday world, we have a choice. We can repent and turn around to 

walk with God rather than apart from God.  That only in walking with God can we find a way 

forward through the darkness and tragedy that befall us all too often.  That I can be forgiven for my 

anger and strong desire to take politicians and pundits alike and knock their heads together until 
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they enact common sense legislation that honors life rather than allow for it to be disfigured. 

Experiencing righteous anger is a good motivational force that can lead to positive responses other 

than more violence. Hateful anger leads to walking apart from God. Righteous anger is a sign of 

walking with God through a Good Friday world.  We are an Easter people and we need to remember 

that. And Lent gives us an opportunity to be reminded of our need to repent. We have only to look 

to the rainbow as a reminder that God and God alone brings order out of chaos; that through the 

waters of our baptism, we are drawn deeper into the covenant relationship. That is the hope and 

Good News of today’s reading from Genesis that liberates me from despair and dismay in the face of 

this past Wednesday’s tragedy.  

The author L R Knost writes, “Don’t be dismayed by the brokenness of the world. All things 

break. And all things can be mended. Not with time, as they say, but with intention. So go love 

intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally. The broken world waits in darkness for the light that 

is you.” And, I would add, that light in you is the light of Christ. Therefore, may the peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and 

of Jesus Christ. Go forth this day and share that peace and love, for our broken world is in dire need 

of it.  

   

 


