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Let us support one another as we bear the cross 
and carry the message of good news to those who need it hear it most 

 

When two or more people gather together, an argument is sure to ensue.  It’s almost as if it’s 

human nature to disagree with one another, and that’s not necessarily a bad thing. Rather it’s how 

we argue that matters.  

 As anyone who’s ever been in a relationship of any kind knows, having disagreements is 

natural; but many of us don’t know how to argue fairly. In the heat of the moment, some will drag 

up the past, recalling what you did wrong years ago (though that person may not remember what 

they had for breakfast yesterday), others will name off all your faults like some shopping list, and 

then there are those who just give you the silent treatment.  The ways of being unfair in an 

argument are varied and many of us know them and have experienced them at one time or another. 

Thus, what happens between Peter and Jesus isn’t much of a surprise. Or is it? 

 Each man rebukes the other. The Greek word used here – epitimao – means something more 

than a subtle plea. Epitimao is an impassioned censorship and warning. It’s a very strong 

disapproval. In effect, Peter is saying: “No, Jesus. You can’t do that! You can’t let that happen!” To 

which Jesus replies: “No, Peter. This will happen and if you can’t support me then walk away!” Jesus 

and Peter are having a rather intense and heated exchange. And it’s pivotal. It hinges, once again, on 

expectations.  

 Peter has a definite idea of what Jesus ought to be doing and that doesn’t include suffering 

and death. Jesus has definite ideas that it will and must be so.  To follow Jesus requires faith, a 

willingness to let go of preconceived ideas and notions, and a belief that the Spirit of God is guiding 

and supporting Jesus’s message. Peter doesn’t fully understand that yet. Do we understand that? 

However, we once again hear that to follow Jesus requires a change of heart: transformation. Such 

transformation will be seen when Jesus gives Peter a new name: Cephas – Rock! 

 We hear a similar story of transformation and renaming in today’s Genesis narrative 

between God, Abram and Sarai. A covenant is established between God and Abram. Expectations 

are laid out, some of which Abram (and Sarai) are not only bewildered about, they are dismissive 

on the claim of what God will do for them. However, God fulfills that promise in spite of their doubts 
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and marks the contract with a change of names: Abram –Abraham, Sarai – Sarah. A very significant 

occurrence in scripture 

 To name something or someone, in the Hebrew Canon, is a sign of responsibility as well as 

accountability. It’s no small matter that God allows Adam – in the creation narrative – to name the 

animals, for in doing so, Adam undertakes responsibility for the care of what he names and 

becomes accountable to God for their well-being. It isn’t that Adam has ownership or “dominion” 

over the animals and creation. Rather, by the act of naming them, he takes on the responsibility of 

nurturing and caring for that which he has named. We do this very activity every time we have a 

baptism. Parents name their child and thus establish a covenant with God and the child promising 

that they will nurture, care, and support the child in life and their faith journey. That is the covenant 

promise. They take on the responsibility of parenting, which isn’t the same as ownership. You don’t 

own your child. You do, however, have a responsibility towards them. Thus, to name something or 

someone in Scripture entails this covenant relationship. We also see this whenever someone is 

presented for confirmation and reception, which reminds us of that baptismal covenant. Therefore, 

what God is doing with Abram and Sarai is establishing God’s responsibility towards Abraham and 

Sarah. God transforms their lives into holy lives destined for a future they can’t yet fathom.  Jesus, 

though he is arguing with Peter, will do the same in Peter’s renaming. What Jesus is saying to Peter 

today, and to us, is to let go of our expectations, let go of our innate nature to want to do our own 

things our way and follow where Jesus leads. Though it leads to the cross, we nevertheless must 

follow if we are to be a disciple. 

 “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.” 

 Letting go of our preconceived notions and ideas may be one of the hardest things we have 

to do as a church. Each and every one of us has an assumption about what it means to take up our 

cross and follow Jesus. That can lead to strong arguments within a parish. Sometimes, people will 

leave over these impassioned arguments, and that is truly unfortunate. Negative things happen 

when it becomes more about our expectations taking precedent over another’s than about loving 

our neighbor as our selves. Matter-of-fact, it’s that idea of the individual ‘self’ that is the source of 

much of our discord, whether in a church or societal organization. Deny your ‘self’ and follow me, 

says Jesus.  

 It sounds so simple, yet it’s really hard to do because we all want to be right; we all want our 

way. However, that sort of bumps up against Jesus being “the way, the truth, and the lifes.” We can’t 

have it both ways. Peter can’t have it both ways. He must surrender his assumptions and follow 
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Jesus wherever Jesus leads, even to the cross. Especially if that means the cross for that is where 

our sinfulness is nail and transformed into new life in Christ. Peter doesn’t yet get it, and he won’t 

for some time as he will eventually deny even knowing Jesus when the going gets tough. What Peter 

doesn’t yet fully comprehend is that to pick up his cross is simply to pick-up the gospel message and 

bear it into the world knowing that the world will reject the gospel and the gospel messenger. 

 It will not be easy for us to leave the comfort of our little yellow cocoon and take up the 

cross, the message of Jesus Christ, and carry it out into the world, into our communities, into our 

work environments. It will require much faith and entail risk. Yet, on this Second Sunday of our 

Lenten journey, that is what we are asked to reflect upon.  Are we willing to set aside our desire to 

have our way, to be right about something, or our determination to see a particular course of action 

undertaken? Are we ready to follow Jesus wherever he leads us, knowing that it means 

encountering the cross?  

 You and I need to be reminded that we have been named and we are not our own. We are 

God’s children. We are the children of Abraham and Sarah. We are the decedents of that covenant 

established by God with our forbearers. Now, we must take up our cross and bear the message of 

Jesus Christ in order to transform the world into God’s kin-dom of justice, peace, and love.  Rather 

than rebuke one another over egotistical differences, let us support one another as we bear the 

cross and carry the message of good news to those who need it hear it most.  

  

 


