
 

 

 Every 4 years an equal number of United Methodist laity and clergy gather to discern how God 
is direc ng the United Methodist Church’s mission and ministry in the world. This gathering, called 
General Conference, is comprised of elected delegates from conferences (regional groups of United 
Methodist Churches) around the globe.  On April 23, 2024, the General Conference gathered in      
Charlo e, North Carolina to begin its work. 

 While it is beyond the scope of this ar cle to share with you all there is to know about how the 
church is organized and connected, I do want to share with you some basic informa on about the task 
of General Conference and some of the work that is happening at this gathering. 

 Because we are a connec onal denomina on consis ng of nearly 39,000 churches worldwide, 
the General Conference was established to be the top legisla ve body (akin to Congress) in the United 
Methodist Church.  Their task, every four years, is to create/revise church polity (church law and       
organiza onal structure) and to speak on behalf of the denomina on regarding the church’s posi on 
on   societal issues.  The product of the General Conference’s work in these two areas are printed and 
bound every four years in the United Methodist Book of Discipline (Church Polity) and the United 
Methodist Book of Resolu ons (the church’s official stand on issues). 

 By the me you receive this newsle er, General Conference will be coming to a conclusion.  
While the majority of the talk in the news about General Conference has focused on separa on,        
disaffilia on, and full inclusion, there was equally important work done at this General Conference.  
Some of this work included discussion centering around:  Regionaliza on (restructuring the                
denomina on with the goal of allowing the U.S. churches (like Africa and European churches) to adapt 
and change the UM Book of Discipline as missional needs and differing legal contexts require),               
A Revised Social Principles (statements that address the church’s stand on social issues like abor on, 
euthanasia, marriage, etc.), Engage in Acts of Repentance (General Conference will acknowledge the 
injus ces it has par cipated in (whether directly or indirectly) and to seek reconcilia on , Changes to 
Clergy Pension and Benefits Program, and Strengthening the Connec onal e with the Episcopalian 
Church.  While the bulk of ac vity centers around decision-making, it is very important for you to know 
that the work of General Conference always flows from worship and prayer gatherings.   
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May 2024 

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING! 

Our young girl in Kenya, Africa is growing up! 

We began supporting Ivy Mukoshi through (UMC) Living Hope HS about 7 years ago.  She has almost fin-
ished her third year of college (@ Kisii University ) and she is a delightful young lady.  I correspond with 
her regularly (email), and we speak of many issues confronting ANY 20 year old college girl. School 
questions, money issues, future plans, health problems....even dating / boy concerns (di icult to dis-
cuss when polygamy in her society is the norm!!)  What an interesting relationship between a 70 year 
old,  middle class homeowner and a 21 year old college student in Africa whose home has dirt 
floors,  and no running water or electricity. 

It has been such a wonderful experience ( and culture shock!) for all involved. And she is SO grateful 
for our support... 

Ivy is getting ready to enter a new phase of her college education before she enters her Sr. year.  It is 
what we commonly know as internship.  This will involve living in Nairobi ( a big city is a huge shock and 
worry for her) this summer. 

 In August or September, our Outreach team is planning a fundraiser for some of Ivy's coming expenses. 

In our June newsletter, you will hear from Anita Burns about Ivy's experiences thru her HS years.  And 
then Ivy will tell us about Living Hope HS. 

In the July newsletter, I will share my time corresponding with Ivy as she enters her college years and, 
again, Ivy will share " her side of the story"....being a college student in Africa! 

We hope you will take the time to read these articles in the coming newsletters. 

This has been an FUMC endeavor since 2017. YOU all have made such a di erence in the life of this Afri-
can girl through your giving. Our hope is that you will get to know and love her as we (Anita and I) do 
through years of letters and emails.  What a wonderful example of our UM  global connectionism! 

We, FUMC, have truly been "blessed to be a blessing" to Ivy....thank you! 

Cheryl Moorhead  

It is from this center that delegates are open to hear the voice of God and one another during their me of 
“holy conferencing”. 

Some me in May, a er the conclusion of General Conference, I will lead an informa onal mee ng to share 
with you the decisions of the conference, how these decisions impact our denomina on and First United 
Methodist Church, and provide you with an opportunity to ask ques ons.  Look for an announcement about 
that mee ng in the bulle n soon. 

Un l then, please con nue to pray for the General Conference and for God’s con nued work through the 
United Methodist Church.  

God’s Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Mike 



 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

John 15:4 

Due to illness we postponed our monthly Second 
Sunday event to the third Sunday, and it was well 
worth the wait. Friends gathered together in the 

fellowship hall and channeled their inner Earth child. 
Shelley Spellman planned a picnic style meal of Hot 
dogs and fresh fruit. Those of all ages in a endance 

rotated through sta ons of various ac vi es 
including making edible dirt cups, plan ng seeds, e 
dying t shirts and pain ng prayer rocks.  The children 
enjoyed a story and music with Don, while the teens 

gathered in fellowship. Fun (and a li le mess) was 
had by all! The next Second Sunday Family Fun Day 

will be June 9th. 

Second Sunday Family Fun 

Parking Lot Paving Project 
April 24-May 4 

 

Mother’s Day 
May 12th 

 

Pentecost Worship 
May 19th 

MEETINGS 
 

Monastic Meal 
A simple weekly meal, eaten in silence as 

inspirational literature is read aloud. 
Join us at 12:15 p.m. each Tuesday           
in the parlor. Meal donation is $4.00.         
To learn more, contact Don Gardner. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Every Thursday from 5 to 6,                                   

a group gathers in the groom’s room                           
to knit or crochet shawls for those who may 

need the loving embrace of the church. 
Contact Nancy Ferber or Cheryl Moorhead 

for information. 
 

Feed My Sheep 
3rd Mondays of each month                               
(May 20th) at 12:00 (noon) 

This ministry welcomes to the table those 
who might be overlooked or rejected. 

Food donations are appreciated!        
Contact Anita Burns for more details. 

 
First United Methodist Church    

Women’s Luncheon 
3rd Thursday of each month 
12:00 (noon) in the parlor. 

Please contact Shirley Murphy for more 
information 513-600-8469 

 

MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP 

SPRC will meet May 7 at 6 p.m. 

Trustees will meet May 14 at 6 p.m. 

Finance will be announced soon 

Outreach will be announced soon 

Council will be announced soon  

If you know of an upcoming mee ng or event that 
you would like to have featured in next month’s 

newsle ers please email Leah at                
CFUMC@citynet.net or call the church office. 

 

 



Newsle er Deadline for June is May 23rd - Please see Leah Wray  

First UMC will cover half of the         
registration fee for any of our youth 

&children who are interested in          
attending Spring Heights Church 

Camps. 

Registration is open now! Call the 
church office for more information or                

visit www.springheights.org 

Women of First Church 

During the April luncheon gathering, June Jett of  
West Milford, an RN and Hospice Nurse blessed the 
group with her story and testimony from her mission 

work in Guatemala.  

June shared with the group about the work to fund-
raise and physically make the trip happen  as well as 

the medical work that is being done through the 
Hands and Hearts for Christ Mission group.  

Plan to join the next upcoming luncheon 

– All are welcome! 

May 16th. 2024 at Noon in the Parlor 




