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Survey of the Bible
Lesson 39: Zechariah
The Title "Zechariah"
The meaning of Zechariah (Hebrew Zekar-yah) is "Yahweh (The Lord) Remembers" or "Yahweh Has Remembered.  It was a popular name for Hebrew boys (no fewer than 29 Old Testament characters shared it).  It may have been given in appreciation to God, especially by mothers who had waited a long time to be able to conceive.  The whole book is filled with the theme of God remembering God's covenant promises it Israel.
Author
Zechariah was  of a priestly line (descendents of Berechiah and Iddo who were Levitical priests).  He was born in Babylon and was brought by his grandfather Iddo back to Jerusalem in the first wave of returning Jewish exiles under Zerubbabel (the civic leader) and Joshua (the high priest) in 538 BC.   He was called to prophesy at an early age in 520 BC.  
The Times of  Zechariah
In 538 BC, Cyrus the King of Persia issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their land and rebuild their temple.  The first return was led by Zerubbabel, and two years later (536 BC) they began working on the temple.  However Ezra 4:1-5 records how opposition from the local Samaritans discouraged the people from continuing the project.  Finding it easier to stop building than to fight their neighbors, the work on the temple stopped in 534 BC.   

God called the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to the same task of exhorting the people to finish the temple.  While Haggai's encouragement to rebuild focused on the laxity and misplaced priorities of the people, Zechariah focused on the glorious future for the temple as the habitation for Messiah.  After 14 years of neglected, the work on the temple was resumed in 520 BC,  and then completed in 516 BC. 
King Darius 1 (521-486 BC) was the king of Persia during the ministries of both Haggai and Zechariah.  

To Recap: 

Timeline

722 BC
The Kingdom of Israel conquered by Assyria (Northern tribes scattered and Samaria 


repopulated)

612 BC
Assyria conquered by Babylon

586 BC
The Kingdom of Judah conquered by Babylon (Jerusalem destroyed, Jews carried into 



exile

539 BC
Babylonians conquered by Persia (King Cyrus)
538 BC
Cyrus allows Jews to return home to Jerusalem (under Zerubbabel).  Prophets Haggai 


and  Zechariah return with the Jews

536 BC
Jews in Jerusalem begin building the temple

534 BC
External resistance causes Jews to stop building

521 BC
Darius I becomes king of Persia - allows for resumption of building

520 BC
Jews resume building temple in Jerusalem

516 BC
Jerusalem temple is completed


The second part of Zechariah seems to address a time much later, after the completion of the temple.  It refers to Greece as a rising power, which suggests a date of 480 - 470 BC, during the reign of Persian King Xerxes, the king who deposed Queen Vashti and made Esther Queen. 

Overview

Zechariah uses a series of eight visions, four messages, and two oracles to portray God's future plans for God's house and God's covenant people.  The first eight chapters were written to encourage the remnant while they were rebuilding the temple to (a) help them to see the vision of what God has intended as part of God's covenant (ch. 1-6) and (b) to answer questions of religious practices and their relationship to God's promise and covenant (ch. 7-8).  The last six chapters were written after its completion to anticipate Israel's coming Messiah: (a) to predict His first advent and subsequent rejection (ch. 9-12) and (b) to predict his second coming and ultimate reign and rule (ch. 12-14).
Outline
I. Exhortations for Temple Completion (1:1-8:23)
A. The Call to Repentance (1:1-1:6)
B. The Eight Visions of Zechariah (1:7-6:8)

1. The Horses Among The Myrtle Trees: Vindication for Jerusalem (1:7-1:17)

2. Four Horns and Four Craftsmen: Conquering of Oppressive Nations (1:18-1:21)

3. The Man With a Measuring Line: Protection and Glory for God's City (2:1-2:13)

4. Clean Garments for The High Priest: Israel Cleansed and restored by the Coming Branch (3:1-3:10)
5. Gold Lampstand and Olive Trees: Empowerment of God's People (4:1-4:14)

6. The Flying Scroll: Judgment of Individual Sin (5:1-5:4)

7. The Woman in a Basket: Judgment of National Sin (5:5-5:11)

8. The Four Chariots: Judgment on The Nations and Final Rest (6:1-6:8)

C. The Crowning of Joshua (6:9-6:15)

D. The Question of Fasting and the Promise of the Future (7:1-8:23)

1. The Question of Fasting (7:1-7:3)

2. Rebuke of the Lord (7:4-7:7)

3. The Command to Repent (7:8-7:14)

4. The Restoration of Israel to God's Favor (8:1-8:17)

5. Renewal and Repurposing (8:18-8:23)

II. Oracles of Messianic Future (9:1-14:21)

A. First Oracle: The Advent and Rejection of Messiah (9:1-11:17)
1. Judgment on Surrounding Nations (9:1-9:8)

2. Coming of Messiah (9:9-10:12)

3. Rejection of Messiah (11:1-11:17)

a) Prologue (11:1-11:3)

b) Two Shepherds (11:4-11:14)

c) The Worthless Shepherd (11:15-11:17)

B. Second Oracle: The Advent and Reign Messiah (12:1-14:21)

1. Deliverance and Conversion of Israel (12:1-13:9)
a) Salvation of Judah (12:1-12:9)
b) Conviction for Prior Rejection (12:10-12:14)

c) Cleansing from Sin (13:1-13:6)

d) The Process of Cleansing (13:7-13:9)

2. The Lord's Return and Reign (14:1-14:21)

a) Ultimate Confrontation (14:1-14:2)

b) Conquering of The Messiah (14:3-14:8)

c) Kingdom of Messiah (14:9-14:21)

Some Keys to understanding Zechariah
· Zechariah is full of clear messianic passages.  Christ is portrayed in His two Advents as both Servant and King.  Christ is: 
· the righteous branch (3:8; 6:12-13); 
· the stone with seven eyes (3:9); 
· the King- Priest (6:13);  
· the lowly king (9:9-10); 
· the cornerstone, nail and battle bow (10:4); 
· the Good Shepherd who is rejected and sold for thirty pieces of silver (11:4-13); 
· the pierced One (12:10); 
· the cleansing fountain (13:1); 
· the smitten shepherd who is abandoned (13:7); 
· the coming Judge and righteous King (14)
· The four horns are four empires that rose in Palestine that had an impact on Israel: Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece.  Eventually they would all be overturned.
· "Joshua" is the English equivalent of Hebriew Yeshua which means God Saves.  When translated to Greek (the common language in Jesus' time), the word is Iesus, from which we get JESUS.
· The first eight chapters frequently allude to the temple and encourage the people to complete their great work on the new sanctuary.  As they build the temple, they are building their future, because that very structure will be used by Messiah when He comes to bring salvation.
· Zechariah constantly tells of God's covenant faithfulness toward Israel through the work of Messiah.  The book outlines God's program for God's people during the times of the rule of Gentiles until messiah comes to deliver them and reign upon the whole earth.
Some Lessons from Zechariah 
· God calls us to "keep building the kingdom;" not just because God wants our loyalty and to be our priority, but because God's people are destined for a glory filled future.  However future glory is dependent on present obedience.
· The vision of the man among the myrtle trees tells us that when things are out of balance and injustice seems to rule the day, God promises to "comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable."  "Trouble don't last always."

· God is the one who will take the "soiled garments" of our flaws and issues and exchange them for ones that sparkle and bring God glory.

· Anything that we do in the church that is productive and effective is only that way because the Spirit of God makes it so.  We must build God's Kingdom in obedience to God's Spirit.

· Although we should always work against injustice and wickedness, we should not allow ourselves to become discouraged because of its existence.  There will come a day when God removes it from our midst, so "fret not yourself because of evil doers (Psalm 37:1)

· God is in no way interested in empty ritualism, but righteousness.  We cannot treat people wrong and expect God to be pleased with our religious activities and piousness.  However if our hearts are right and our actions and words are consistent God can put new meaning in our spiritual practices, services, and worship and cause them to be sources of celebration and hope
· Messiah first came as a humble servant that was approachable by all, a contradiction to the expectation of a king.  However, when Messiah returns, there will be no question about His power, reign, and right to rule, because every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that HE IS LORD.

