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He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in

white rainment; and I will not blot out his name out of

the book of life, but I will confess His Name before
my Father, and before His angels. He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches (Revelation 3:1-6) KJV

John writes to the 5th of the 7 churches, namely

Sardis. Jesus introduces Himself as the One who
has the seven Spirits of God and the 7 stars.

Ancient Upper City of Sardis Situated on a Hill

And unto the angel of the church at Sardis write:
These things saith He that hath the seven

Spirits of God, and the seven stars. I know thy

works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and

art dead. Be watchful and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not

 Jesus declares Sardis as a “dead” church
 Jesus gives a remedy
 Jesus declares the works of the Sardis
church as not perfect before God.
 Jesus offers an additional remedy

found thy works perfect before God.

 Warning for non-adherence

Remember therefore how thou hast received and

 Jesus announces that there are only a few

heard, and hold fast and repent. If therefore thou

shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon
thee. Thou hast a few names even in Sardis,

which have not defiled their garments; and they
shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy.

names that are worthy
 Reward

Note: The message is to be watchful, hold fast
to the teachings of Jesus and REPENT.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches
(Revelation 2:7) KJV

to “sift him as wheat”, because later Simon (Peter)

would become a leader of the church. Jesus also said
that He prayed for Simon, that his faith would not fail.
Question: Why would Jesus Christ the Son of the

Dead Works
Jesus’s announcement to the angel at the Sardis
church must have been very disappointing. Jesus

stated: “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that

thou livest, and art dead.” Consider the following

scriptural passage: “Go to the ant thy, thou sluggard;

consider her ways, and be wise, which having no guide,

overseer or ruler; provideth her meat in the summer, and
gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt thou

sleep, O sluggard? When will thou arise out of thy sleep
(Proverbs 6:6-9)? According to the preceding

scriptural passage, the ant zealously works and keeps

the same momentum while working for her purpose and
that is to gather food. This is the same zealous

momentum individuals must keep while working in the
kingdom of the LORD God.

ability to strengthen the brethren (disciples & his

believers – see John 21:15-17)? Jesus knew that

Simon was about to go through a hard trial, and unless
Jesus had prayed for him (Luke 22:32), Simon would
have been overwhelmed by the great sin of rejecting
Jesus (see Luke 22:54-61).
Earlier, Simon had professed and proclaimed that

Jesus was the Son of the Living God (see Matthew
16:16); and would have been devastated to know that he
had rejected (see John 12:48) same. Again, Jesus told
Simon that “Satan desired to sift him as wheat.” If the

LORD Jesus had not prayed for Simon that is exactly
what would have happened. Question: Is there an

opportunity to do well, and what does the LORD God
say? To answer the question, let us journey and briefly
see what the LORD told Cain. “Why are you angry,

and why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will

Jesus further stated “be watchful and strengthen the

things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not
found thy works perfect (complete) before God.

While reading the preceding scriptural passage, another
scripture came to mind, regarding Peter, the Disciple of
the LORD Jesus Christ. Jesus told peter: “Simon,

Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to sift you as

wheat, but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not;

and when thou art converted, strengthen thy

brethren (Luke 22:31-32) KJV

One True and Living God, be concerned with Simon’s

Question: Why did

Jesus say the above to Simon (Peter)? Jesus wanted

Simon to know about Satan’s desire

you not be accepted, and if you do not well, sin

lies at the door; and its desire is for you, but you
should rule over it” (Genesis 4:7).

Blessed be the Name of the

LORD God Possessor of heaven and earth !!!
Just as the LORD told Peter about Satan’s desire to
“sift him as wheat”, He also told the angel of the Sardis

Church (gave a remedy to the problem) “to be watchful

and strengthen the things which remain…” Just as Peter
would be endowed with a great responsibility of

strengthening the brethren, it appears that Jesus is
saying the same here within the Sardis letter.

Note: Jesus’ message was to a particular angel

(messenger) it is clear and direct. It is so wonderful to
realize that the LORD Jesus knows all about His
people and their whereabouts, and can get His

message delivered directly to the intended person.

Jesus’ message to the intended person will always be
clear, pure and transparent, so the person will know
beyond a shadow of a doubt, that it is the LORD

Jesus speaking directly to them.

Jesus’ remedy to the Sardis angel is to be watchful
and strengthen. Jesus further stated tha “I have not
found thy works perfect (complete) before God.”
Note: All the letters of the 7 churches were

addressed to the angel. If the church leader is
perfect in his works, meaning that he is obedient to

the Word of the LORD and practicing what he is
teaching and preaching, and feeding the LORD

God’s sheep and lambs (young and mature people)
the undiluted Word of the LORD God, then this is
perfect works.

The leader of the LORD’s people is always in

constant prayer and diligent study and meditates

upon His Word day and night. The LORD God’s
leaders of His people walk with Him, and He relates
to them what to do, how to do, when to do, where to

go, when to go and the outline continues. He will let
the leader know when something is amiss with the

congregation or with a family or with one particular
person. He will let His leaders know when false

teachings are creeping into the congregation and

how to help “nip it in the bud” so to speak, which is

what occurred within the churches at Pergamos and

Thyatira. As in the case of the previous 3 churches
of this Revelation study series, the LORD Jesus

always gives a remedy to the problem (for the churches
with problems), but in the case of the Sardis situation,
He gives two remedies. The second remedy:

Remember therefore how thou hast received and
heard, and hold fast and REPENT. Also, Jesus
reiterates the first remedy and gives a warning for

continued non-compliance, by stating: If therefore,
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee
(Revelation 3:3) KJV This is the same “watch”

message Jesus told His disciples regarding signs of
the “end times”.
Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your

LORD doth come, but know this that if the good man
of the house, had known in what hour the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have

suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore, be ye
also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the
Son of Man cometh (Matthew 24:42-44) KJV
Jesus’ emphasizes WATCH, because He is letting

the angel know that He is coming in a least expected

hour; and that he needs to be ATTENTIVE to his

tasks of strengthening the things that remain and are

ready to die (see Revelation 3:4).

Question: Who is

ready to die? Review verse 4: Thou hast a few names
even in Sardis, which have not defiled their garments,
and they shall walk with me in white, for they are

WORTHY. Note: Out of the whole church, only a
few people were ready to go with Jesus.

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before
His angels (Revelation 3:5) KJV
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What the LORD God Commands, Jesus Commands
And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, ye have sinned a great
sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin.
And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin,

and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I

pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. And the LORD said unto Moses,

Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. Therefore now go, lead the
people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before
thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them (Exodus 32:32-34)
KJV
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