Letter to Smyrna Church
A Church in Good Standing
VOL. 1 ISSUE 2

September 2010

Question
The Smyrna church was very poor; what did Jesus
mean by saying the church was rich and what about
prison and death? In order to answer the first
question, let us journey back to Luke 12:16-21 and
discover Jesus‟ meaning regarding riches.
Parable of a Certain Rich Man
Ancient shop in present day Izmir/Smyrna
(Present day Izmir on the Aegean coast of Turkey)
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And He spake a parable unto them, saying, the
ground of a certain rich brought forth plentifully; and
he thought within himself saying, what shall I do,
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

And unto the church in Smyrna write; these things
saith the first and the last, which was dead and is
alive. I know thy works, and tribulation, and
poverty (but thou art rich) and I know the
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews and
are not, but are of the synagogue (a congregation)
of satan.

And he said this will I do; I will pull down my barns
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits
and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, soul, thou hast much goods
laid up for many years (see Proverbs 3:5-7) take
ease, eat, drink and be merry, but God said unto

him, thou fool, this night thy soul shall be

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer.
Behold the devil shall cast some of you into
prison, that ye may be tried (tested) ten days.
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give you a
crown of life. He that hath ear let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches.

required of thee; then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided? So is he that
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich
toward God (Luke 12:16-21) KJV
Note: The last verse is extremely vital regarding the
soul of mankind.

He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches
(Revelation 2:7) KJV
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Question #2 Part I
Believer‟s imprisoned?

Background of Smyrna

Jesus told the Smyrna church that some of them would
be placed in prison. In the letter to the Smyrna church,
Ancient Smyrna is known today as present day Izmir
and is less than 50 miles from Ephesus (first of the
seven churches mentioned within the book of
Revelation). As for Smyrna‟s allegiance to Rome,
those in authority had erected statues to show their
loyalty.
“Smyrna was an ancient city located at a central and
strategic point on the Aegean coast of Anatolia.
Thanks to its advantageous port conditions, its ease of
defense and its good inland connections, Smyrna rose
to prominence. The ancient city is located at two sites
within modern Izmir, Turkey.

Jesus encouraged His believers to be faithful unto
death. Question: Had anything like this occurred
before? Yes! Consider John the Baptist. John the
Baptist was a Messenger of the LORD God, who
preached repentance, baptized people, and heralded in
the Messiah. He was faithful in the ministry entrusted to
Him.
John was an intrepid minister and spoke with the
authority given to him from the LORD God to those in
superfluous earthly authority, namely King Herod
regarding his adulterous situation (King Herod married
his brother Phillip‟s wife), which infuriated Herodias, the
woman he married. The story is summed up in Matthew
14. John has been placed in prison, and is awaiting his

While the first site, likely to have started as a native
foundation, rose to prominence during the Archaic
Period as one of the principal ancient Greek settlements
in western Anatolia, the second, whose foundation is
associated with Alexander the Great, reached
metropolitan proportions especially during the period of
the Roman Empire, from which time and particularly from
after a 2nd century AD earthquake…” (excerpts from
Wikipedia)

fate. John becomes discouraged and doesn‟t
understand why he has not been rescued by his King,
namely Jesus.
Within the book of Malachi (chapter 4), the LORD
God speaks His Messenger who would prepare the way
for the Messiah. There is no indication within Malachi‟s
prophecy that John the Baptist who is the Messenger
(Matthew 11:14-15) would be rescued from prison and
ultimate death. However, John the Baptist was a bit
melancholy and sent his disciples to inquire if Jesus was
He that should come (Matthew 11:2-3).
Jesus replied to John the Baptist: …Go and shew John
again those things which ye do hear and see. The blind
receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear.
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The dead are raised up and the poor have the

Blasphemous People

gospel preached to them. And blessed is he,
whosoever is not offended in me (Matthew 11:2-6)
KJV
Ultimately, Jesus Christ was put to death on the
cross. Afterwards, and much later, James a disciple
of the LORD, later an Apostle and Christian
leader was thrown from the top of the temple to his
death, Paul an Apostle of Jesus was imprisoned
and beheaded, Peter an Apostle of Jesus Christ
was crucified on the cross (he requested to be
turned upside down).
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A Brief Review of Martyrdom
Stephen was the first Christian Gentile Martyr.
He was a devout follower of Jesus Christ, and was
filled with the Holy Spirit. His wisdom could not be
overthrown by gainsayers, which angered so-called
religious leaders.

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text her

“thou shalt not steal” to the unlearned, then the
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Jewish leader should not steal. Paul further stated
here.

“for he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither
is that circumcision , which is outward in the flesh; but
he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God (Romans
2:28-29)

Stephen gave a defense of the gospel of the
Kingdom of God par „excellence, but this did not
save him; Stephen was stoned while asking the
LORD Jesus to

forgive the people‟s

sin.

Reward
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give you a

crown of life.

He that hath ear let him hear what

the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Polycarp, a second century bishop of Smyrna
(appointed by an Apostle) was placed on the
stakes to be burned and Antipas, another bishop or

Thank you, LORD Jesus Christ

overseer of Pergamos (the third of the seven

Yeshua ha Mashiach

churches spoken of in Revelation) met with a similar
fate. Jesus spoke of Antipas as His faithful
martyr in Revelation 2:13.

He is the Son of the One True and Living God

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good
(Proverbs 15:3) KJV
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The Eyes of the LORD
.The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect (at peace with or loyal toward Him.
II Chronicles 16:9) KJV
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