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And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 

write; these things saith He that is holy, He that is 

true, He that hath the key of David, He that 

openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and 

no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I 

have set before thee an open door, and no man 

can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast 

kept my word, and hast not denied my Name.

Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of 

Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not,

but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and 

worship before thy feet, and to know that I 

have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the 

word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the

hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 

world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou 

hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that 

overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 

God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write 

upon him the Name of my God, and the name of the 

city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which 

cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will 

write upon him my new Name. He that hath an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches

(Revelation 3:7-13) KJV   

Jesus states that “I have loved thee”.  Out of seven

churches within the Roman province of Asia, only 

two churches i.e. Smyrna and Philadelphia were in 

good standing.  Smyrna was poor in riches of this 

world, but was rich toward the LORD God.  

Philadelphia is labeled as a church that “kept my 

Word, and hast not denied my Name”.  

Question: What Word was kept?  Later within the 

passage, Jesus states: “Because thou hast kept the 

Word of my patience.”  Consider John, the 

Apostle’s greeting to the churches: “I John, who 

also am your brother, and companion in 

tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 

Jesus Christ, 
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The LORD is Gracious (Exodus 22:26)

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches

(Revelation 2:7) KJV



Glory to the One True and Living God 

and His Son Jesus Christ !!!!

was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of 

God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

(Revelation 1:9) KJV   It is clear, John is identifying 

himself to the churches as a companion in tribulation.  

Consider the following breakdown:  companion --

Greek, "fellow partaker in the tribulation." Tribulation 

is the necessary precursor of the kingdom," therefore 

"the" is prefixed. This must be borne with "patient 

endurance." The oldest manuscripts omit "in the" 

before "kingdom." All three are inseparable: the 

tribulation, kingdom and endurance.—Jamieson-

Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary

Question: What must believers endure? The Word of 

Jesus’ patience (endurance, perseverance) was to be 

kept.  The LORD is Gracious (Exodus 22:26), and 

He gives every believer the ability to endure to the 

end.  However, believers must be willing to persevere in 

the midst of tribulation and persecution.  In other 

words, there must be a sincere desire to keep the Word 

of the LORD (His teachings).  The Philadelphia 

angel had endured and was enduring tribulation and 

persecution, and was holding fast to the Name of 

Jesus, but only had a little strength left.  Jesus knows 

how much we can bear. It is vital that believers keep 

their focus on Jesus in the midst of tribulation and 

persecution.  Consider what Jesus said: 

“and ye shall be hated of all men for my Name’s sake, 

but he that endureth to the end shall be saved 

(Matthew 10:22) KJV  Jesus also said: …because 

iniquity (lawlessness) shall abound, the love of many 

shall wax cold, but he that shall endure unto the end, 

the same shall be saved (Matthew 2412-13) KJV

After reading the above scriptures, it is very clear, that 

Jesus is very pleased with the church at Philadelphia.  

It also appears that the angel of the church was 

diligently keeping a watchful vigil over the congregation 

of the LORD Jesus; proclaiming His Name and 

keeping His Word.  Jesus further stated:  Behold, I 

will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say 

they are Jews, and are not, but do lie (see a previous 

lesson); behold, I will make them to come and worship 

before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.   

Consider what Paul, the Apostle of Jesus Christ 

warned Timothy about false teachers:  Now the 

Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 

some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 

seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 

conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to 

marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, 

which God hath created to be received with 

thanksgiving of them which believe and know the 

truth. For every creature of God is good, and 

nothing to be refused, if it be received with 

thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of 

God and prayer. (1 Tim 4:1-5) KJV

The Word of Jesus’ Patience

U



As concerning the open door, consider Revelation 

4:1.  “After this (writing of the letters) I looked, and 

behold, a door was Opened in Heaven….”  Jesus 

Christ told the Philadelphian angel (who was 

overseer of the Philadelphian church) “I have set 

before thee an open door, and no man can shut it 

(Revelation 3:2)  Briefly  journey to Revelation 

chapter 4 verse 1:  John sees an “opened” door. 

The door was opened to the Throne Room of the 

LORD God!!  John was able to see the 

Gloriously Glorious Throne of the LORD God 

and behold activities of Glorious praise and honor 

to Him.

John also saw (Revelation 5) the Lamb of God 

receive the scroll (which no one else was worthy to 

do) from the right hand of Him that sat on the 

Throne.  The scroll was written on the inside and 

out and sealed with 7 seals (see seal judgments 

beginning in Revelation 6).  The door that was 

opened to John gave him more than he expected to 

see.  Jesus stated that He had the key of David.

Question:  Was Jesus just saying something that 

came to mind?  Remember what the LORD God 

commands, Jesus commands, and what the LORD 

God says, Jesus says.  Consider the following 

scriptural passage: “And the key of the house of 

David will I lay upon His shoulder; so He shall 

open and none shall shut; and He shall shut and 

none shall open (Isaiah 22:22) KJV  Thousands of

years before Jesus’ birth, the above phrase was 

spoken by Isaiah, the Prophet of the LORD God.  

The open door is a blessed reward for the 

Philadelphian angel and for “him that overcometh

will I make a pillar in the temple of my God,  

and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him 

the Name of my God, and the name of the city of 

my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh 

down out of heaven from my God: and I will write 

upon him my new Name. He that hath an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches 

(Revelation 3:7-13) KJV   

Note:  The Holy Scripture in Revelation did not say 

what the open door represented to the Philadelphian 

church, but it was opened just for the Philadelphians.

The Hour of Temptation Breakdown

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also 

will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall 

come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 

earth. 

from -- Greek, "(so as to deliver thee) out of," not to 

exempt from temptation.   the hour of temptation -- the 

appointed season of affliction and temptation (so in De

4:34 the plagues are called "the temptations of Egypt"), 

literally, "the temptation": the sore temptation which is 

coming on: the time of great tribulation before Christ's 

second coming. to try them that dwell upon the earth --

those who are of earth, earthy (Rev. 8:13). "Dwell" 

implies that their home is earth, not heaven. All mankind, 

except the elect (Rev. 13:8, 14). 

The temptation brings out the fidelity of those kept by 

Christ and hardens the unbelieving reprobates (Rev. 

9:20, 21 Rev. 16:11, 21). The particular persecutions 

which befell Philadelphia shortly after, were the earnest 

of the great last tribulation before Christ's coming, to 

which the Church's attention in all ages is directed

—Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary

Assignment:  Read & Study I Peter 4:12-19

If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 

you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a 

murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. 1 Peter 4:14-15 KJV



Beloved let us love one another, for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of 

God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love.  In this was 

manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into 

the world, that we might live through                          Him.  Herein is love, not that we loved 

God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, 

if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.  No man hath seen God at any time.  

If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us. Hereby know we 

that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit (I John 4:7- 13)KJV
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   To: Angel of the Church in Philadelphia

From: He that is Holy, He that is 

True, He that hath the key of David, 

He that openeth and no man shutteth; 

and shutteth and no man openeth
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