Big Faith Series

House of Prayer by Faith — Stone Soup Ministries

Z.acchaeus Sought the LORD

Ancl Jcsus entered and Passed through Jcricho‘ And, bchoH, there was a man

named Z acchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was

rich. And he ﬂgﬁtto see Jesus who Hc was; and could not for the press,
because he was fittle of stature. Ancl he ran be?ore, and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see Him: for rglc was to pass that way. And when Jesus came
to the Place, He looked up; and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make
hastc, and come clown; forto daq I must abide at thq house. Ancl he made has’cc,

and came down, and received HimjoyFu”g.

And when tlﬁey saw /t, they all murmured, saying, that [ e was gone to be guest
with a man that is a sinner. And / acchaeus stood, and said unto the | ord;
BehoH, | ord, the half of my goods ] give to the poor; and if | have taken any
thing from any man bg false accusation, | restore him fourfold. And Jcsus said

unto him, this daq is salvation come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of

Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

([ uke 19:1-10) KV
Salvation is Comelll

What is salvation? As Pertaining to Jesus (hrist, salvation is a “great deliverance (Hebrews 2:3)” Agreat deliverance

from sin, and sin is ﬂunrig}wteousness ( Jol'm 5:17). According to the Lukc i9 scriptura| passage, Jesus came to

“seck and to save that which was lost.” Zacchaeus overcame great odds to sece Jesus, and as a result of his faith and
obedience, he was delivered. Whg? Jcsus Christ, the Son of the Orne T rue and Living (God came to visit, and
/ acchaeus graciously and whole heartec"g acccPtcd Him into his life both natura”g and sPirituaug. Once /acchaeus

accepted Jesus as his Savior and into his heart, things began to change i.c. attitudes, ungratefulness, evil intent, and evil
inclinations. Whg‘? Because the fore mentioned cannot abide in the presence ofthe ] ORD Jesus Christ. The

/ acchaeus lesson can be aPP]ied to us inthe 21° century, bg applﬂing Big Faith to our circumstances and zealou513
seeking the LORD Jesus with no regards for hindrances and cha”engcs. Because of / acchaeus’ faith, he became a

Kingclom of (God citizen.
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But without faith it is imPossiblc to Plcasc Him, San Pedro, CA 907%%
for he that cometh to (God must believe that [ e info@theprayerclinic.org

is, and that [ e is a rewarder of them that

theprayerclinic‘org

diligentlg seek Him (Hebrews 11:6) K JV



Heed the Ca”

Reports regarding Jesus’ kingdom of (God teachings and miracles
had reached the ears of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus could no longer
ignore the reports, and his curiosity could no longer be contained.
/acchaeus decided that he was going to see Jesus. | he crowds
were thick and Zacchacus’ stature prevented him from getting a
glimpse of Jesus. [Jowever, he made a Big [Taith attempt to see
Jesus, by running ahead of the crowd and climbing up a sycamore
tree.

Wow! Zacchaeus reallywanted to see Jesus. [is Big [Faith
attempt resulted in having Jesus as a dinner guest! Can you
imagine having Jesus as a guest in your home? /acchaeus must

have felt extra specia| knowing that a Grea’c Teaclﬂer of the Law
of (God, the Son of (God, the anticipatecl Messiah desired to

come and have dinnerwith him. _Jesus saw /acchacus UP in the

tree, and called him by his name AND told him at he was coming
to his house for dinner! T his dinner opportunity had an ulterior
motive to bring the gospel of the Kingdom of (God to Zacchacus.
As Jesus stated, /acchacus is a son of Abraham, but was
spiritually lost. All Abraham’s children had a chance (and yet
have a chance) to accept Jesus, the Savior sent by the | ORD

(od.

Acceptingjesus’ call to come into our
hearts, our entire attitudes and evil
inclinations will cease, and be rcplaced
with love such as His to adore the
Father; and love such as His to love

others.
Thaﬂi( 90[},
LORD Jesus Christ 1

Jnvite Jesus to come

into your heart now

Zacchacus did not give the invitation, Jcsus didn
/acchacus oPenecl the way for Jesus to come into
his home and into his heart. On the contrary,
Jesus’ actions were aPPaHing to Jewish leaders;
did [He not know that / acchaeus was a sinner and
was in liaison with Rome as a Pub]ican (tax
collector) which made him the worst of sinners. T he
Jewish leaders i.e. Pharisees would not have considered

going into a sinner’s home.

As a remindcr, the HOI3 Scriptures state that the

Law came bg Moses, but grace and truth came bg
Jesus Christ/Yeshua ha Mashiach. Jesus further
stated that [Je came to seek and save those that were

lost. Zacchaeus was lost in the midst of ill gained riches

via exorbitant taxes on toP of requirea taxes.

Z_accl-lacus became absor[vco’in matters of this

carth, which caused him to lose sight of his soul. |n other

worcls, he was tcmPorarily blinded regar&ing the | aws of

the | ORD (God, which commanded that he should love
the | ORD (God and to love his neighbor as himself.
To love the LORD God means love for others, and to
love others is to love the L ORD God. Thc fore
mentioned commands make up the entire |_aw. Jesus’

tcachings OPCﬂCd / accheus’ sPiritual eyes and heart.



Faith made Strong

FFaith Pleases the L. ORD God

But without faith it is imPossib]c to P]casc
Him, for he that cometh to (God must
believe that [He is, and that [ e is a
rewarder of them that diligcntlg seek Him

(Hebrews 11:6) KV

Faithis trusting in Jesus as the Son
of the One T rue and Living (God, and

accePting [im as the Savior sent from

the One God. Halleuialnl

Jncrease faith bg stuclging ]l Peter 1:5-11

/acchaecus utilized a ]caP of Big faith

when he accePtecl Jesus into his home
and his heart. e discarded any and

all unbelief and oPPositions

[Taith Plcases the | ORD

Great faith makes a huge difference in
regards to deliverance (Matthew 9:29).
And when He saw their faith ..(]_uke 5:20)
Fray for the faith of others ([_uke 22:32).
Faith cometh by hearing ...(Romans 10:17)
We walk !33 faith (I} Corinthians 5:7)

Have a great studgl
Ruby [ evy, Ph.D

' Palestine in Jesus' Time

o
I | 20mi

Samaria

Brief [acts

Because omCJericho’s a&vantageous Position, tax collectors could
charge outrageous taxes on various goods to how many spokcs
were on the wheels of a cart. Rome did not care about the
exorbitant taxes that Publicans (tax collectors) attached to the
amount Kome requirccl‘ Over and above what Rome rcquired
went to Publicans. ]’c is clear w]ﬂg thcy were utter!g despiscd

among their own Pcop]e, namclg the chs.

H: ye seek Me, ye shall find Me, H: you search for Me with Al L your heart Ucrcmiah
9:2‘1-) KJV Al] that the [Father givcth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me |
will in no wise cast out. (John 6:37) K JV



