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The thrust of the warning to the unbelievers is clear: Even if you do not believe our message, you should have known the truth, becase you have been informed. You have no excuse, since the evidence is all
if only you would reflect on it. Your problem is not that vou have not been informed. but that you are too proud and are rejecting the message of God. The reality of creation around you
is sufficient evidence that points to the one true God (verses 10-21). In addition, you have even received the plain message of God (through Muhammad), and you are rejecting it not only for yourself, you are
even leading others astray (verses 22-23) by dismissing it as myths (stories of the ancients).

We see that there was a certain group of people who did not believe in Muhammad's message and actively opposed his preaching. In particular, they charged Muhammad with trying to pass off myths as
revelation from God (v. 24). The above passage is simply an expression of Muhammad's anger at those who opposed him. He cals them dishonest (v. 19: what you conceal, v. 23: what you hide), ignorant,
proud (v. 22), and "without knowledge” (v. 23). Moreover, instead of taking up their reason to reject his message, and presenting  good argument in order to refue the critique, the author of the Qur'an
merely threatens them with an extra measure of pusishment (v. 23)!

[ We carefully discuss the Muslim objections against the Bible and Christian docrine and do our best to give detailed reasons for our aith. f we merely questioned the moral and intellectual integrity of those who critcize us, or even
threaten those who dare to do so, our readers would certainly not be impressed, and rightfully so! Neither am  impressed with the answer of the Quran to this objection. ]

Let me ilustrate the issue with some personal experiences: Many Muslims have complimented me on my knowledge of Islam, and some combined their honest admiration with the question: T do not
understand why you are not a Muslim since you know so much about Islam’. Some have even acknowledged that I know much more about Islam than they do. This mostly happens in private one-on-one
conversations about fith issues. On the other hand, nearly every day we get angry emals in response to our articles on Arswering Islam in which Muslims tell us that we are completely ignorant of Islam,
How dare you speak about Islam if you do not know anything about it! And some even add threats about punishment for what we do.

‘The reaction of this second group is mirroring what we see in the Qur'an. If somebody presents valid reasons why he does not believe in Islam, he is simply insulted as being ignorant and threatened with
consequences.

T am not aware that the author of the Qur'an considers onest disagreement with his message a possibiity. Those who oppose Islam are automatically considered obstinate, proud, dishonest, cte. That there
may actually exist good reasons to reject the Qur'an as revelation from God and Muhammad as a true prophet is not only beyond the grasp of many Muslims today, but it was already beyond the imagination
of Muhammad

Thus, verse 25 is simply used as an extra warning against those who oppose Muhammad: If you are trying to keep others away from accepting Islam (ic. leading them astray), then your punishment will be
even worse. You will ot only be punished for your own unbelief, but wil also have to bear (part of) the punishment of those whom you prevented to join Islam. A careful examination of the context suggests
that the phrase "without knowledge" is used maisly as an insult against those who oppese Islam and has lile to do with the level of information they possess. On the contrary, the passage makes it clear that
they have already been sufficiently informed and will not be able to appeal to 'lack of knowledge" on Judgment Day.

However, I refuse to be intimidated by threats of consequences. God has given me a rational mind, and I will continme to honor him by using it. This includes the careful examination of reasons for and against
the valicite of Telam_the anthenficity of the Onr'an 2< 2 revelation of God_and the claims of Muhammad to he a nranhet fiom God
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